
Fairview Register 
Monthly Publication of the Costa Mesa Historical Society 

Headquarters: 1870 Anaheim Ave 
Member: Conference of California Historical Societies, National Trust for Historic  

Preservation & American Association for State and Local History 

VOLUME:  144 No. 11   EDITOR: Cynthia Humphreys   949-631-5918            DATE: November 2012  
Website address: www.costamesahistory.org                 E-mail address: cmhistory@sbcglobal.net 

FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 2, 1889 

 

Costa Mesa Historical Society 
 Presents 

“The Chosin Few and More” 
 

Sunday, November 18 
Doors open 2:00  
Program at 2:30 

 

Free Admission 
Refreshments for all 

 

Historical Society 
Museum 

1870 Anaheim Avenue 
Northwest Corner of 
Lions Park Complex 

 

Our salute to veterans will 
feature (Staff Sergeant) 
Robert “Bob” Dugan, US Marine Corps, highlighting 
his participation in the Korean War. Bob served in the 
Merchant Marine during and after World War II from 
1944-1946. He enlisted in the US Marine Corps in 
1948 and was assigned as a machine gunner. July 
1950 found him on the USS Juneau off the coast of 
Korea for the start of that war. He was assigned to a 
group that blew up a train tunnel coming out of Rus-
sia. Upon their successful return, they were awarded 
the Bronze Star for Valor, the first awarded during the 
Korean War. In December 1950, Bob found himself 
charging the enemy at Hagaru, one of the engage-
ments surrounding the Chosin Reservoir. After recov-
ering from a hand grenade wound sustained during 
the charge, Bob was transferred to China Lake, CA 
and in 1952 he was honorably discharged. 
 

Bob is a member and speaker for the Freedom Com-
mittee of Orange County (http://fc-oc.org) and a vol-
unteer for Honor Details at Riverside National Ceme-
tery. 
 

Please join us for a rare opportunity to learn more 
about the “Forgotten War.” 

 

President’s Message 
 

A Time for Thanks 
  
During the month of November we celebrate two im-
portant holidays:  Veterans Day on the 11th and 
Thanksgiving on the 22nd. Both give us cause to ex-
press our thanks.  
  
Veterans Day has been set aside to honor all veter-
ans. Much is owed to those that have served our 
country and protected the freedoms that we have and 
enjoy. 
 

We salute and thank our former servicemen and 
women of the Santa Ana Army Air Base and all other 
veterans. So the next time you come in contact with a 
veteran, take a moment to say "Thank you." 
  
Thanksgiving traditionally is a time for families to get 
together and give thanks for those blessings we take 
for granted. It doesn't matter whether or not we are 
persons of faith, there is always something for which 
each of us can be thankful. Especially in these trou-
bled times, we need to remind ourselves of what we 
do have. We here at the Historical Society are short 
of volunteers, but I am very thankful for the volunteers 
that we have. 
  

Both of these holidays, although celebrated different-
ly, share one common point and that is one of grati-
tude. There are those of us who may view these holi-
days as just an extended weekend, and that in itself 
is something to be thankful for, but it is also an oppor-
tunity to appreciate what we have and extend our 
thanks beyond the two days in November. 
 

The Historical Society is thankful for all of you who 
have remained loyal and we ask for your continued 
support, donations and contributions which we de-
pendent on so heavily. 
 

Bob Palazzola 

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 

Speaker (Staff Sergeant) 
Robert “Bob” Dugan 



Growing up on the West Side 
  

Rachel Perez Hamilton remembers growing up on the West 
Side of Costa Mesa with her parents and siblings in the days 
when it was farm land.  The following is an excerpt from her 
story, “Escaping from Pancho Villa.” 

  
* * * * * * * * 

 

My story begins with a six foot, fair skinned, black-haired, 

green-eyed, good looking Mexican man fleeing on horseback 

across the desert of Mexico to escape certain death. He was 

wrongly accused of murder. He was saved by someone who 

hitched a horse to the metal bars of his jail cell, and with the 

help of the horse, tore off the metal bars—the horse was his to 

make an escape. After riding hard all night long, he stopped 

his horse on a mountain top. The sun was rising in the east.  

He looked back where he had been. He could see dirt rising 

around a group of horsemen pursuing him. He rode until he 

came across the Mexico-Texas border. He was a very young 

man fleeing from Pancho Villa and his henchmen. 

Pancho Villa had observed him at a country rodeo working 

with the horses and told his men:  “Get him, he’s good with 

the horses. We need someone like him.” He didn’t argue with 

them as it was not done. He was orphaned at a very young age  

and had moved around from one relative to another. He broke 

and trained Pancho Villa’s horses, and he was afraid of him.  

He knew his ONLY escape would be to go north to the USA. 
 

He was a ladies’ man; wherever he went they liked him! One 

day he was watching a young girl drawing water from a well 

in El Paso, Texas. She had brown eyes and dark hair. This girl 

caught his eye. He liked her and she also noticed him. They 

made contact and started talking. Her younger brother, Justo, 

who was her chaperone, told their parents about the stranger 

who was talking to his sister. One day the man, Cornelio, gave 

him a nickel, wiped his snotty nose, and talked to his sister, 

Lydia. Of course, he went home and told their parents. 
 

The 15 year-old girl and the 25 year-old man married on 

March 24, 1920 in Texas. They traveled to Durango, Colorado 

and later moved to Los Angeles, California where Dad worked 

at the train station. Their first three children - Lily, Manuel, 

and Emma - were born in the city. Sometime prior to 1930 

they bought a parcel of land in what was then Garden Grove 

close to the intersection of 17th and New Hope streets in a 

small Mexican barrio called La Colonia Manzaniyo. My father 

Cornelio built a house out of adobe, just as it was done in 

Mexico. Every night  after work he would mix the adobe dirt 

with straw and pour it into the wooden molds he had made. It 

was a labor of love for his family. 
 

Prior to their marriage, my mother Lydia had extracted a 

promise from him that wherever they settled he would bring 

her parents and siblings to live nearby. Once the home was 

finished and the family moved in, she reminded him about the 

promise. She was a very frugal person and managed to save 

enough money for him to drive their flat-bed truck with wood-

en sidings to El Paso, Texas to bring her family to California.  

My mother would remain home with her babies.  
 

This was easier said than done. He left, drove there, packed 

them up and started back to California. Somewhere before 

they reached Las Cruces, New Mexico, Uncle Justo talked 

Dad into allowing him to drive. He was quite young and an 

inexperienced driver. The weather was not good and he lost 

control on the icy highway, rolled the truck and a gas contain-

er struck Lydia’s brother, Luis, on the throat severing his 

jugular vein and causing his death. Grandpa was hospitalized 

for several weeks and was never able to really work again. 
 

The town nearby the accident placed them all in a shelter and 

fed and clothed them until the truck was repaired. Luis was 

buried, Grandpa and Grandma were able to travel, and they all 

continued their trek to California. This took a couple of 

months. In the meantime, Lydia was home alone with several 

little ones. She didn’t mind because she was anxious for her 

family to be nearby. Her parents and siblings - Hortencia, 

Mary, Justo, and Mike – also settled in Garden Grove. Lydia 

was a happy person at last; her life was now complete! 
 

Many of the memories I have were passed down to me by my 

siblings. My oldest brother Manuel’s recollection of the earth-

quake of 1933 in Orange County:  “I believe it measured be-

tween 8 and 9* on the Richter Scale. We lived in Garden 

Grove. About 8 houses on our block crumbled. Our adobe 

house withstood the earthquake. Dad built it from adobe 

mixed with straw blocks by hand. The walls were about 10 

feet tall and 1 foot thick. The windows and doors were small.  

I remember the fields across the street looked like ocean 

waves and the rumbling noise made by the earthquake. My 

sister Lily, who was cooking in the kitchen, she was thrown 

against the wall, bumping her head from the force of the 

quake.“  
 

In the fall of 1937, my eldest sister then 15 years-old was mar-

ried. I was about 4 months old when my father Cornelio decid-

ed to move the family from Garden Grove to Costa Mesa so 

that he could have land to farm and his family would not grow 

up in a barrio situation. 

 
*Editor’s Note:  According to USGS, the Long Beach Earth-

quake measured magnitude 6.4, caused estimated property 

damage of $40 million and killed 115 people. 

Pancho Villa 

 

My Dad with Pancho Villa 



Early California Days 2012 
 

Many thanks go out to our Partici-

pants, Exhibitors, and Volunteers 

for another successful Early Cali-

fornia Days held on Sept. 30. 
 

Our annual event drew over 200 

people. Dr. Paul Apodaca of 

Chapman University returned as 

event speaker with “Indian Made,” the contribution of the Cali-

fornia Indians to the creation of the Missions, Los Angeles and 

early Orange County. Music was provided by keyboardist Erik 

Spicard (Piano Solos at www.erikspicard.com).  Gourmet food 

trucks Taco Maria (Silvia Salgado, Chef Carlos Salgado, and 

parents) and Moustache Mike’s Italian Ice (Martin Guerra, 

Francisco) provided tasty selections. 
 

Our thanks to all who displayed their talents: Karen Hurst and 

volunteers from Bowers Museum Outreach; Margaret Wright 

and company from South Coast Weavers and Spinners Guild; 

Eric Lamas of South Coast Leather Remnants and fellow craft-

ers (many traveled from other counties to participate); Wood 

Workers Ed Straub and Phil Wheeler; Mari Palazzola, our 

Corn Husk Doll Maker; and the Estancia High School Cheer-

leaders accompanied by their coach, Yumi Patterson, for face-

painting. 
 

Our appreciation goes to the many volunteers who helped the 

day of the event including Estancia High School football play-

ers Alejandro Lopez, Henry Vazquez, Brian Southwick, Dori-

an Navarrete, Tyler Thomas, Ron Urquiza and student Andy 

Palomo (special thanks to Councilman Steve Mensinger, 

Coach Mike Vargas, Principal Kirk Bauermeister, and Assis-

tant Vice Principal Jennifer Chamberlin for your support); So-

ciety members and friends including Cathy & Richard Bybee, 

Mona & George Hill, Steve Baume, Joe Oliva, Charles Hum-

phreys, Will Humphreys; Docents Kathy Bequette, Rachel Pe-

rez Hamilton, Helen Humphreys, Hank & Barbara Panian; 

Welcome Table greeters Jan Rovan, Tess Bernstein, Dolores 

Minerich, and treasurer Susan Weeks; Videographer Dave 

Rusher; particular thanks to Mary Ellen & Art Goddard; Bob 

Palazzola, Terry Shaw, Janis Oakes, Dave Gardner, Gladys 

and Beth Refakes; and to City of Costa Mesa Parks & Recrea-

tion (Lisa McPherson) and Facilities & Management (John 

Aguilar) for your support. 

In The Spotlight—Dave Gardner 
  

Dave Gardner is a current board member of the Society and served 6 years as president. 
As long-time fellow board member Gladys Refakes recalls:  “Dave came in at a time when 
Charles Beecher was in bad health and needed lots of help. I always enjoyed working with 
Dave. He always had a positive attitude and a good word for everyone. He had lots of good 
ideas. He would throw them out to the board and let the board make their decision. He was 
very generous with his time, helping out wherever he could.” 
 

Dave’s generosity with his time over the years in service to the community is notable. He par-
ticipates regularly as one of the Society’s docents at the Diego Sepulveda Adobe. Dave is past 
chairman of the City of Costa Mesa Historical Preservation Committee and currently serving as 
a member. He is a past president of Toastmasters and former district governor. And he found-
ed the Police Reserves in Costa Mesa and served as the first police reserve officer. Thankful-
ly, Dave shows no signs of slowing down!  He is our person of the month In the Spotlight. 
 
Bob Palazzola 

It’s Election Time Again! 
 

At 2:30 p.m., Sunday, November 18, a pub-

lic election of officers and board members 

for 2013 will be held at the start of the pro-

gram.  The nominees below will be present-

ed.  At that time, nominations will be taken 

from the floor.  If you wish to be nominated for an office, 

please speak up at the appointed time of the meeting.  

Term of office is one year and begins January 1.  Installa-

tion of officers and board members is tentatively sched-

uled for Friday, January 18. 
 

The nominating committee - Hank Panian, Susan Weeks, 

and Dave Gardner - came up with the following candi-

dates:  
 

Officers 

President: Bob Palazzola 

1st Vice President–Programming: Terry Shaw 

2nd Vice President–Membership: Janis Oakes 

Recording Secretary: Gladys Refakes 

Treasurer: Susan Weeks 
 

Board Members 

Mary Ellen Goddard - Archivist 

Cynthia Humphreys - Newsletter Editor 

Tess Bernstein* 

Dave Gardner 

Rachel Perez Hamilton 

Dave Rusher 
 

*New board member 

A Big Thank You to Supporters 

of Our Fall Fundraisers! 

 
 We raised $117 from our October 13th 

Garage Sale;  
 

 And the sale of Bob’s Old Fashioned Ice Cream Bars at 

 OC Market Place October 6-7 brought in $600+. 
 

Proceeds benefit the activities and programs of the Society. 

Dave Gardner (right) with 
Terry Shaw (left) and Fran 
Lambert (in background). 
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What’s Happening   
 

 Welcome New Members:  September - Judy Barnes, Doug Westfall, David Colon;  

October - Chris MacDonald and Family, Harold Weitzberg and Family. 
   

 Estancia Adobe Mention: “How Big Was Mission San Juan Capistrano?” by Bob Spidell and Lee Goode, 

appears in the newsletter of the San Juan Capistrano Historical Society. The article discusses the extent of the 

Mission’s territory to the Santa Ana River (Diego Sepulveda Adobe) on the North and to the Santa Margarita River on the South.   
 

 Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/costa mesa historical society  

Annual  Special  
Individual $  15.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 1000.00 
Family $  20.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $     10.00 
Student (under 16) $    5.00 SAAAB Wing Life Member $     50.00 
Contributing $  50.00   

Business & Professional $ 100.00   
Public Agency $ 100.00   
Benefactor $ 250.00   

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 

The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 


