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Mark Your 2014 Calendars 
  

Friday, January 17:  
Annual Installation Dinner at Cap-
tain’s Table, Orange Coast College. 
Speaker: Doug Westfall and “The 
Bluffs of Costa Mesa.”  Doors 
open 6pm. Tickets are $20pp. See 
enclosed flyer for details and re-
sponse form. 
 
 

Sunday, February 16:  
Speaker: Patrick Mitchell 
Patrick is the director of natural his-
tory and agricultural programs at the 
Heritage Museum of Orange County 
in Santa Ana, and the author of the 
2013 release, “Santa Ana Moun-
tains: History, Habitat and Hikes.” 

 
 

Sunday, March 16: 
Speaker to be announced 

 
 

Sunday, April 13: 
Speaker: Craig Macdonald 
Historian, Speaker & Journalist. 
Craig is the author of 18 books on 
the West..  He will speak on "Gold 
Rush Glimpses-Back to the Future," 
how the California Gold Rush is still 
very much with us today in our daily 
lives. 

  
Sunday speaker events are held at Costa Mesa Histori-
cal Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., Northwest Cor-
ner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open 2:00; Program 
begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating is limited. 
Free admission, refreshments for all. Questions? Call 
949-631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or 
find us on Facebook. 

President’s Message 
 

VOLUNTEERING 
  

 

I don't believe that 
community spirit is a thing of 
the past and a lost art. I just 
know that there are some of 
you out there who might be 
inclined to help as a volunteer, 
but for one reason or another 
put it off. You have no idea 
how valuable you can be to us 
as a volunteer. 
 

The problem we have facing us is that the amount 
of things that need to be done far outweigh the 
help available. There are projects and tasks that 
fit a wide variety of skill levels. For example, if you 
can talk on a phone, you can be helpful. If you like 
working with photos, you can be helpful. If you 
like paperwork, you can be helpful. If you like talk-
ing with other people, you can be helpful. Get the 
picture? 
 

How much time you can devote is entirely up to 
you. Can you contribute a few hours a week or a 
month? How about two days a year? You can 
even ask to be put on our standby call list to 
help us with events periodically throughout the 
year if you are available. 
   

You must believe that you can be helpful. All you 
have to do is contact us and let us know that you 
want to help. You can make a difference. 
I hope we hear from you. 
 

Happy Holidays 
 

Bob Palazzola 

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 

Costa Mesa Historical 
Society Museum 

in Lions Park 



Bill St. Clair:  From Barbershop Chair to City 
Council Seat 
  

Mr. William (Bill) Leander St. Clair, a third generation 
Costa Mesan, barber, real estate investor, and City 
Councilman from 1968 to 1972, and his wife, Claudine, 
sat down with Mary Ellen Goddard in 1978 as part of the 
Silver Anniversary Oral History Project and talked about 
life in the Costa Mesa - Newport Harbor area. Mary El-
len’s interview questions have been incorporated into 
Mr. and Mrs. St. Clair’s responses.  
 

         * * * * * * 

Part 3 begins:  There was naturally a 

rivalry as there always is between 

two towns.  Agriculture in Costa Me-

sa was the industry.  And boating and 

fishing and fish processing was the 

industry in Newport Beach.  It was 

still a summer resort, but by this time 

had started having year-round resi-

dents down there, so almost everyone 

that lived in Newport Beach worked 

either in boating or in fishing or in 

the canneries. There were three can-

neries that were running quite steadily 

at that time . Mackerel was a big catch. Tuna was a big catch. 

Most of the sardines and anchovies went for cat and dog food, 

and also for chicken feed. Sardines used to be so plentiful that 

when I would go fishing on the pier, I could go out there and 

jig my own sardines. The water would be alive with sardines. I 

caught a 48 pound white sea bass right off the end of the New-

port Pier when I was about fifteen or sixteen. 

 

In those days the bait was so prevalent around the pier that the 

pier didn’t have to buy its bait. They had a round circular net 

which they would let down on a plank. When the bait would 

swim over it, they would throw a board down. This would 

cause the bait to dive; when the net was pulled up, it would be 

full. But they came in with their big old purse-seiners and 

wiped out the sardines. We don’t have sardines anymore. They 

are doing the same thing now with the anchovies. We used to 

get sardines out there twelve and fourteen inches long – big 

old jack sardines, jack smelt, big anchovies. They aren’t there 

today. 

When I used to go out on the barge, we had an old schooner 

off Newport, and we also had a schooner off Balboa. The 

Newport Pier was always the best however. Newport had a 

deep channel off the pier there, and the Newport barge was 

better. I used to go down when you could stay overnight. The 

bunks were merely wooden bunks down below filled with 

straw ticks; you had a canvas bag with straw in it, and that was 

your bunk. You slept on it if you wanted to sleep, or you 

fished. But as a boy, I used to spend many nights out there. 

We would fish for squid at night. We used a shiny sinker and 

just jigged for them. I remember one morning I had five yel-

lowtail caught before the shore boat came out – that is, the 

boat from the pier. We used to have a lot of fun fishing and 

caught a lot of fish in those days. People ate a lot more fish   

then. You ate what you raised and what you grew and what 

your neighbor had. We would go down – my grandpa would 

hook up Old Bill to the wagon and we would grab our neigh-

bors and go down to the Bay. There used to be an airplane 

beacon and we would fish right below the airplane beacon by 

what we called the Big Pipe.  

There was a big 

steel pipe there 

in the Bay, and 

we would sit on 

the pipe. In 

those days, 

Newport Bay 

was nothing 

more than a 

mud flat filled 

slough. Lido 

Isle was a mud flat. There was a mud flat between Lido Isle 

and where we fished. There was another mud flat on the other 

side of Lido Isle. Then they dredged the bay in 1930 or ’31. 

In those days the bay was filled with razor-backed clams and 

cockles and scallops. It was no problem at all to dig clams for 

bait, and we would also bring home enough to make delicious 

clam chowder. 

The fishing was good. You would get a lot of turbot, you 

would get yellow fin croaker and spot fin croaker and a few 

halibut. You used to occasionally catch a bass, but not too 

many. The turbot was a small halibut which always tasted like 

iodine and was the least desirable of the fish. It lived on the 

kelp and seaweed that were on the flats. 

 

Incidentally, when you went swimming, you learned to never 

lift your feet in the water. You dragged your feet along the 

beach. If you lifted your feet, you would step on a sting ray. If 

you kept your feet on the ground and moved forward drag-

ging your feet, you kicked them out of the way and avoided 

being stung!   

 

Bill St. Clair  



Return of the Scarecrow Festival 2013 
 

Our thanks to the Historical and Education Sub-
Committee of Costa Mesa’s 60th Anniversary Com-
mittee for their success in promoting the history of our 
city through the Return of the Scarecrow Festival, Octo-
ber 12-13, at Goat Hill Junction. 
 

Several thousand people attended the 2-day event featur-
ing train rides and a pumpkin run hosted by Orange 
County Model Engineers (OCME).  More than 30 scare-
crows designed and con-
structed by Costa Mesa 
businesses, schools, and 
community members were 
displayed along the train 
tracks for attendees to view. 
 

Scarecrow Fest’s Business 
Award was presented to 
Tandy Leather Costa Mesa. 
Store Manager Ron Shaver 
displays his winning scare-
crow, red ribbon, and blue 
Mesa Water Fire Hydrant 
prize.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Society member Nancy Pederson, whose volunteer ef-

forts include our Museum’s new Dendel Exhibit, greets 

Laura Wilkening, 102 years young, on opening day. The 

Society is privileged to present photos, artifacts, dish-

ware and crafts to honor and preserve the memory of 

Jo and Esther Dendel. 
 

Visit us at 1870 Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa. 

Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by ap-

pointment. Questions? Call 949-631-5918, email us at 

cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook. 

A Big Thank-You to Early California Days 

Participants  

Jacque Nunez of 

Journeys to the Past 

opened our program with a 

blessing and storytelling 

and later demonstrated 

basket weaving to park 

visitors. Jacque appeared 

courtesy of Segerstrom 

Center for the Arts and The Center’s Arts Teach program.    
 

A plaque was dedicated in honor of Helen C. Smith, an 

early member of the Society, during Early California 

Days. Speakers recalling Helen’s contributions included 

Society President Bob Palazzola, Pacific Coast Archaeo-

logical Society members Steve O’Neal and Mark Roeder, 

Helen’s daughter Cory Smith and Helen’s grandson Dan 

Smith. Helen’s writings were on display at the PCAS 

booth along with artifacts from the archaeological socie-

ty’s collections. 
 

Early California Days exhibitors & vendors included 

Blacksmith Ron Hlavac, Corn Husk Doll Maker Mari 

Page Palazzola, Ron Shaver and Tandy Leather Crafters, 

Wood Worker Phil Wheeler, Quilter Estelle Sewell 

Hughes, Margaret Wright and South Coast Weavers & 

Spinners, Artist Randy Sprout, and Face Painting volun-

teers from CM High School/Middle School Cheerleaders. 

A special thanks to Mike & Sandy Schaefer, Costa Mesa 

Newport Harbor Lions and Harbor Mesa Lions. 

In Memoriam 

Beverly Barck, the Society’s first 

president in 1966, passed away 

November 20 at her retirement 

home in Beaver, Utah. 
 

Society member Helen Hum-

phreys remembers her fondly:  

“Beverly arrived at Orange 

Coast College in 1950. She was 

the only female physical educa-

tion teacher at the time, and she 

was not much older than many of her students. Carolee 

Burdick Stevens, Pat Miller, and I were among her first 

students. Later, we became Society members, too.” 
 

Helen speaks of Beverly’s energetic and outgoing per-

sonality:  “Beverly was often speaking to community 

groups in the early days of the Society. She, along with 

City Clerk Charlie Priest and historian Helen C. Smith, 

worked behind the scenes as the “backbone” of the or-

ganization that helped to form the Society. Beverly 

worked tirelessly to ensure the Society would be well-

received by the community.” 

When Beverly and her husband, Calvin “Cal” Barck, a 

Costa Mesa City Councilman and Vice Mayor from 1964 

to 1968, retired to Utah they took a bit of Costa Mesa his-

tory with them. They purchased the soda fountain that 

was in “Pinkley’s Drug Store” for their Utah home. 

For anyone wishing to communicate, daughter Lynn 

Barck can be reached at lbarck@yahoo.com 

Beverly (Campbell) Barck 
 

Source: OCC Class of 1951 
“The Log” 
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— Membership Form — 
 

 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 
 

 

 

Membership Categories                          

Annual  Special  
Individual $  15.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 1000.00 
Family $  20.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $     10.00 
Student (under 16) $    5.00 SAAAB Wing Life Member $     50.00 
Contributing $  50.00   

Business & Professional $ 100.00   
Public Agency $ 100.00   
Benefactor $ 250.00   

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 

The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 
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