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Mark Your 2014 Calendars 
Sunday,  
February 16: 
Speaker: 
Patrick Mitchell  
 

Sunday, March 16: 
Speaker:  Kelly Vucinic 
Kelly Vucinic, a community services specialist with the   
Costa Mesa Police Department, will  be speaking on  
crime prevention and the Citizens Police Academy  

 
Sunday, April 13: 
Speaker: Craig Macdonald 
Historian and Journalist 
An expert on the West, Macdonald will speak on the 
Gold Rush and how it is still very much with us today 
in our daily lives. 
 

Sunday speaker events are held at Costa Mesa Histori-
cal Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., Northwest 
Corner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open 2:00; Pro-

gram begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating is 

limited. Free admission and refreshments. Any ques-

tions:  Call 949-631-5918, email us at cmhis-
tory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook. 

 

President’s Message 
 
 

Happy 2014 
 
 
We are off and running once again. A new year is upon 
us and with it many expectations. There is so much to 
look forward to as the year progresses. I feel this way 
because of all the endless possibilities in store for us 
here at the Costa Mesa Historical Society.  
 
I am very proud of this organization for a number of 
reasons. Foremost among these is that every year we 
have made improvements to the overall operation of 
the museum. In the coming year, we will continue to 
improve our technology in the processing and catalog-
ing of collections, because there always will be addi-
tions to our ever growing historical collections.  
 
Our efforts to educate the community about the city's 
history will continue through our monthly programs. 
New stories of Costa Mesa's past will be shared by 
long time residents of Costa Mesa. Visitors, new to our 
museum, will discover the wealth of knowledge we 
have on the city's history.  
 
We look forward to welcoming new members and 
hopefully will get more volunteers to help with our 
mission.  
 
Yes, I am very optimistic about the year ahead. It's go-
ing to be a good year. 
 
Bob Palazzola 

 
Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 

Patrick is the director of natural 
history and agricultural programs 
at the Heritage Museum of Or-
ange County in Santa Ana, and 
the author of the 2013 release, 
“Santa Ana Mountains: History, 
Habitat and Hikes,” a compre-
hensive volume on the natural 
and cultural histories of the great 
Santa Anas.  See enclosed flyer 
for details. 



Costa Mesa Historical Society News 
 

Mesa Water Tour Set for March 13 
   C.M. Historical Society members and their guests are 
invited to tour the award-winning Mesa Water Reliability 
Facility (MWRF) on Thursday, March 13, from 3:00-
4:00 p.m. A shuttle will arrive at 2:30pm at the CM 
Community Center to take guests to the MWRF. RSVP’s 
are required and taken on a first-come-first-served basis. 
Space is limited, so call the Society ASAP at 949-631- 
5918 to reserve your spot! 
   This tour marks the MWRF's one-year anniversary of 
providing drought-proof local water reliability to Mesa 
Water's customers and community members. Participants 
can enjoy a brief tour of the MWRF's five garden habitats 
-- including a redwood forest -- and hear from Mesa Wa-
ter District (Mesa Water) experts who will explain the 
state-of-the-art nanofiltration technology that treats water 
from the amber aquifer located deep underground. 
   Light refreshments will be served, and each tour atten-
dee will receive a commemorative souvenir along with a 
goodie bag of "water-wise" items…there will also be a 
drawing for a bucket full of water-saving items to use in 
and around the home (or office).  
   For more information about the MWRF or Mesa Water 
District, visit MesaWater.org, or call 949.631.1201. 
 

The Museum’s �ew Dendel Exhibit continues to 
inspire and inform visitors about Jo and Esther Dendel 
who are well known fortheir many contributions to the 
arts community throughout Orange County; the couple 
was based in Costa Mesa and the exhibit chronicles their 
personal and professional journey together. 

Visit us at 1870 Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa.  Museum 

Hours:  10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by appointment.  

Have Questions? Call us at 949-631-5918, email us at 

cmhistory@bcglobal.net or find us on Facebook. 

 

 January Exhibit at the Donald Dungan Library was 
themed Time Travel: What were Costa Mesa children 
doing during the past century.  Featured were photos dat-
ing back to 1897 from Fairview School and included pic-
tures from the Scarecrow Festival of 1939 which was re-
cently revived in 2013, to Early California Days in May 
2013 at Estancia Park.  There was even a bowling pin 
from Kona Lanes which was so popular from 1958 to 
2003, when it closed.  
 

Brochure is Sure to Intrigue and Inspire! 
“Come on Down” to our museum and pick up the City of 
Costa Mesa Historical Preservation Committee’s cur 

rent publication entitled “Old Town Costa Mesa Histori-
cal Markers.” With this brochure you can take a “walk 
down Memory Lane” or in this case “down east side 
Newport Blvd,” addresses between 1800 and 1848 and 
learn about the past.  Twenty bronze historical site mark-
ers have been placed to mark the location and business 
name of each of the early historic businesses. It is a 
wonderful brochure on glossy paper that really high-
lights the vintage photographs. Resources were provided 
by the Costa Mesa Historical Society. In 2009, the His-
torical Preservation Committee members included 
Stephanie Love Callen, Christopher Ganiere, Dave 

Gardner, Mary Ellen Goddard, Jeff Mathews, John 
McQueen, and Bob Wakeham.  Special  thanks go to 
members Stephanie Campbell and Margaret Johnston 
who researched business addresses along the 1800 block 
of Newport Blvd. to establish the date, name, and ad-
dress of early Costa Mesa businesses.  This was done as 
part of the Newport Boulevard widening and beautifica-
tion project. Also see the City’s Website: 
http://www.costamesaca.gov/index.aspx?page=1669. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Installation Dinner 
The Costa Mesa Historical society’s Annual Installation 
Dinner at Orange Coast College’s Captain’s Table was a 
wonderful event.  The Flag Salute was led by Art Lam-
bert and Hank Panian gave the Invocation. Then after 
everyone introduced themselves--table by table-- a deli-
cious chicken dinner was served.  Former Mayor and 
current Coast Community College District Board Mem-
ber Mary Hornbuckle installed the officers and board 
members.  2014 Officers are:  President Bob Palazzola, 
Vice President Terry Shaw, Secretary Gladys Refakes, 
and Treasurer Susan Weeks and 2014 Board Members 
are:  Tess Bernstein, Dave Gardner, Mary Ellen God-
dard, Cindy Humphreys, Dave Rusher and Ed Baume. 
Doug Westfall, author for over 18 years, publisher and 
teacher of American History, presented a very interest-
ing program on “The Bluffs of Costa Mesa,” his latest 
book.  He attributes our bluffs as the origin of Orange 
County and his slide show of geological and historical 
information proves his point.  It is hard to imagine that 
many, many, many years ago among the over 600 spe-
cies of mammals roaming around the mesa were giant 
ground sloths, American bison and wooly mammoths!  



Costa Mesa Historical Society Presents 

 
 



Thank You, Cindy 
   Due to personal responsibilities, Cindy Humphreys has 
to step away from doing the newsletter, but she will re-
main on the Board and will lend assistance as time per-
mits. The following accolades have been given for Cindy 
by the following C.M. Historical Society members: 
President Bob Palazolla, Archivist Mary Ellen Goddard, 
Senior Docent Kathy Bequette, Researcher/Activities 
Assistant Tess Bernstein, Vice President Terry Shaw and 
new newsletter editor Annette Watson.  
   Cindy has been described as a very talented and dedi-
cated person whose business background and her knowl-
edge and love of history has enriched her capacities to 
help the Society.  Since 2011 she has been newsletter 
editor and her colleagues appreciate her for doing a great 
job with the Fairview Register by incorporating new 
ideas and subject material.  
   Besides being the newsletter editor Cindy has made so 
many more contributions to the  Society.  She has been 
called a Renaissance multi-talented board member of the 
Society.  She has been a very active docent at the Sepul-
veda Adobe doing everything from leading group tours 
to scrupulously cleaning the building. She also partici-
pated on the Early California Days event and Scarecrow 
Festival where she further showed her devotion to both 
the city and the events. And, just recently she spoke at 
local schools on Costa Mesa History in conjunction with 
the 60th anniversary.  
   Cindy is compassionate, conscientious, patient, and 
detail oriented and everything she has done she has done 
with professionalism.   She is credited with following in 
her mother's footsteps, by becoming a very valued first-
class volunteer at the Historical Society. By her many 
contributions with events and promotion of the Society 
she has made a positive impact that will be long lasting. 
Because Cindy has always gone way “beyond the call of 
duty” the Costa Mesa Historical Society has been en-
riched by her enthusiasm and untiring hard work.  Cindy, 
we all say “Thank You” and “Good Luck.” 
 

   Community Events and �ews 
An event new to Costa Mesa this year:  the Debut of 
the famous Tet Festival’s Lunar New Year Celebra-
tion, at the OC Fairgrounds in their Fair and Event 
Center, Feb. 7-9.  This event formerly took place in 
Grove. 

�ew City Apps 
City Services get smarter and faster with Costa Mesa 
Connect.  New Smart phone app, connecting 
residents to city departments, launched Feb. 1st.  For  
more information regarding Costa Mesa Connect, call 
the City at 714-754-5000. 
 
Costa Mesa Santary District has a new free app.  Visit 
the iTunes App Store/Google Play Store to download it.  
Simply search for “Costa Mesa Sanitary District.” 

Tony Burica 

 For thirty years Tony Burica owned a very popular boat shop 
on Victoria Street in Costa Mesa.  Even though he was very 
well known throughout Orange County for his astute marine 
fiberglass craftsmanship on  small boats, it is only recently that 
people found out the true story about his daring journey from 
Communist Yugoslavia to reach the United States which is  
detailed in his autobiography: “Seeking Freedom:  A Five Year 
Odyssey.”  His story includes many harrowing adventures and 
lengthy travels with his best friend Ivan Raos as they left post 
World War ll Solta, Croatia, a land taken over by Yugoslavia 
and known as a boating centric community.  The duo worked 
at Schock Boats on 29th Street and Bill Schock helped them 
become legal citizens. Lido Isle resident and boat owner Bob 
Yates helped Burica bring the book to fruition from a manu-
script written by him and Raos shortly after they reached the 
United States around the mid 1950’s.  Information from The 

Current and Register Writer Taylor Hill. 

In Memoriam 

   Elaine Redfield, known as the “Arts Fairy Godmother of  

Orange County,” died January 5th at the age of 96 of natural 

causes .  She is most remembered for writing a letter to Henry 

Segerstrom in 1979 asking the developer of the upscale South 

Coast Plaza Mall if he could spare his family’s lima bean 

fields for a performing arts center.  Segerstrom said “yes” and 

that was how the Orange County Performing Arts Center, 

now the Segerstrom Center for the Arts, came into existence.   

   When Elaine came here from New York in 1950 she found 

there wasn’t much culture at all in Orange County and she and 

her mother had been used to attending events in NY’s various 

cultural venues. Because of her love for music she became an 

arts activist.  The Philharmonic Society of Orange County 

was founded in her Fullerton home in 1954 and as it brought 

world-famous performers to the area, performances were dif-

ficult to book  in far-less-than-ideal high school auditoriums.        

   As the area became wealthier Elaine joined the founding 

board of the Orange County Music  Center  group that aimed 

to build a major concert hall. She was board president in 1979 

when she wrote to  Segerstrom, requesting a meeting.  At that 

point the group had raised $600,000.  As Segerstrom was  

very impressed with the fundraising effort and goal, he ac-

cepted the group’s request. Then Elaine put her interior design 

business on hold and worked steadily at fundraising. She be-

came the only female president of the Center’s Board of Trus-

tees and chairwoman of the Board of Directors as well as ac-

tive in the design of the center.  Dean Cory, president of the 

Philharmonic Society of Orange County, said of her that Or-

ange County’s vibrant arts scene would not exist but for Red-

field’s vision and persistence. Information from  LA Times 

writer David Colker and OC Register writer Deepa 

Bharath. 



 

Costa Mesa Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1764 
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— Membership Form — 
 

 

 

�ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 
 

 

 

Membership Categories                          

Annual  Special  
Individual $  15.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 1000.00 
Family $  20.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $     10.00 
Student (under 16) $    5.00 SAAAB Wing Life Member $     50.00 
Contributing $  50.00   

Business & Professional $ 100.00   
Public Agency $ 100.00   
Benefactor $ 250.00   

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 
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