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President’s Message

Mark Your 2014 Calendars

Catching Up with the past

Sunday, March 16:
Speaker: Kelly Vucinic

I must admit that I was getting really discouraged
at the fact that there were no responses to our requests for stories or information on Costa Mesa's
past. It seemed as though there was no one left from
the Good Ole Days. (Of course depending on your
age, the "Good Ole Days" can be anything from 10 to
80 years ago).
Anyway, I knew that there were stories out there,
but things weren't looking too promising. However,
I think some of you are getting the word and starting
to see the light. Over the last couple of months, we
have been contacted or visited by several people with
some knowledge of Costa Mesa's past to share. Two
or more were from the former Santa Ana Army Air
Base, which, as you know, was located within the
present day city boundaries of Costa Mesa.
One of those former cadets was from Pomona and
the other was visiting from Iowa. And then there
were a few long time residents that had some information of days past.
This is all well and good, but it is my hope that it is
a trend rather than isolated incidents. We have a
tremendous amount of Costa Mesa history in our
keeping, but there are those gaps that we continually
strive to fill. As I mentioned in a previous newsletter,
Costa Mesa's past is like a giant 45,000 piece jigsaw
puzzle with a lot of the pieces still missing. You or
someone you know may have the key to one of those
missing pieces. Come in a share your stories with us.
Bob Palazzola

Kelly Vucinic, a community
services specialist with the
Costa Mesa Police Department,
will be speaking on crime prevention and the Citizens Police
Academy.
Sunday, April 13:
Speaker: Craig Macdonald
Historian, Speaker & Journalist.
Craig is the author of 18 books on
the West.. He will speak on "Gold
Rush Glimpses-Back to the Future,"
how the California Gold Rush is
still very much with us today in our
daily lives.

Saturday, May 3rd
Early California Days and
Arts in the Park will be a
very special event which will
take place at the Adobe in
Estancia Park from !oon to
3pm.
Sunday speaker events are held at Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., Northwest Corner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open 2:00;
Program begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating
is limited. Free admission, refreshments for all. Questions? Call 949-631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook.

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS ANGELES COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, MARCH 2, 1889

Costa Mesa Historical Society News
Mesa Water District Tour:
March 13th
You can sign up for this informative tour of the Mesa Water Reliability Facility (MWRF) by calling the Museum at
949-631-5918 to reserve your place on the bus. Space is limited so call ASAP. Tour members will meet in front of the
Community Center at 2:30pm to load the bus. The bus will
return at 4pm.
Mesa Water brings pride to our City because its rating from
Standard & Poor (S&P) has been raised from “AA+” to “AAA”
based on S&P’s stable outlook on the District. This S&P rating
represents the District’s commitment to sound financial practices and transparency. Last year Mesa Water completed and
opened the MWRF to achieve the goals of providing a safe,
abundant and reliable water supply and to practice perpetual
infrastructure renewal and improvement. This facility allows
the District to supply 100 percent locally sourced water to customers.
To honor the MWRF’s one year anniversary Mesa Water’s
Board is providing this Open House which features tours of the
facility with Mesa Water’s expert staff.

with logos that certainly display the beauty of our county’s
history.

Mitchell Program A
Huge Success
There was standing room
only at the Society’s February 16th Program featuring Patrick Mitchell who
is an expert on the majestic Santa Ana Mountains.
His video about his month
long journey into the
mountain range showed
the beauty that included
ponds, creeks and streams,
majestic oak woodlands
and deep canyons. His
passion for our local mountain range inspired all who attended. His beautifully scenic video can be downloaded for
free from http://www.santaanamountains.org/. His book is
“Santa Ana Mountains: History, Habitat and Hikes.”

“The Costa Mesa Bluffs”

Ice Cream Fundraiser

The Costa Mesa Historical Society is pleased to announce
that “The Costa Mesa Bluffs,” a book written by Doug
Westfall and introduced at this year’s Installation Dinner on
January 18,th will be available for purchase at the Museum for
$15 plus Tax. This unique book gives a geological and historical explanation of the Costa Mesa bluffs and Orange
County in general.

On the weekend of Feb. 22nd/23rd the Historical Society took part in its annual fundraiser at Bob's Old
Fashion Ice Cream at the Market Place on the OC Fairgrounds.
Here is the list of volunteers that helped this weekend: Bob & *Mari Palazzola, Kathy Bequette, *Dave
Gardner, Teresa Drain, Susan Weeks, Tess Bernstein,
Estelle Hughes, and Cindy Humphreys. *Dave and
Mari did more than one shift. Pictured are volunteers
Estelle Hughes (left) and Cindy
Humphreys (right).

Kudos to the Costa Mesa Historical Society
Recently John M. W. Moorlach, Orange County Board of
Supervisors, Supervisor, Second District, sent the Society two
Certificates of Recognition as two of Orange County’s unique
places: the Diego Sepulveda Adobe and the Santa Ana Army
Air Base.
“Congratulations! The Diego Sepulveda Adobe and the
Santa Ana Army Air Base have been selected for recognition
during Orange County’s 125th birthday celebration!
This year marks the 125the anniversary of the creation of
the County of Orange. Each Board of Supervisors office has
created a list of 25 events, places or things unique to their
respective Districts, for a total of 125 symbols of Orange
County. These will be listed on the County website and distributed to media and community groups as part of the yearlong birthday celebration.”
The Society works hard to maintain the Adobe for visitors
to get a view of life in early California and retain the memory
of the Air Base’s part in the history of World War II. This
brings pride to our City and it is wonderful that this acknowledgement was given during a County wide celebration.
Come to the Museum and see these two beautiful certificates

Bob's Old Fashion Ice Cream at
The OC Market Place is a fundraiser for non-profit organizations
in Orange County. They provide the
ice cream and the server. The volunteers of the organization just collect the money. All proceeds go to
the organization. The fundraiser is held each weekend
(Sat.&Sun) from 10 to 4. There are three 2 hour shifts each
day with two volunteers on each shift. For additional information regarding this Ice Cream fundraiser, see its website:
http://ocmarketplace.com/contents/BobsApplications.aspx

From the Treasurer: A Reminder
On your newsletter label to the right of your name is the
date that your membership expires. Renewal checks can be
mailed in along with the Membership Form on the back
page of the newsletter. Or, better yet, come by the Museum
Thursday/Friday from 10am to 3pm and drop off your dues
and take a tour of our new Dendel exhibit and items.
Thank You, Susan Weeks

Costa Mesa Historical Society News continued

Dendel Exhibit Update
Thanks to the wonderful Dendel exhibit created by
Nancy Pederson, a terrific article appeared in The Current. A little while later this article was promoted into the
O.C. Register’s Home and Garden section with expansive
pictures that really reveal the beauty of the Dendel’s midcentury home in Eastside Costa Mesa and the very interesting lives they led. Since the article appeared in the O.C.
Register more people have dropped by the museum to see
this worthwhile exhibit.
Visit us at 1870 Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa.
Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by
appointment. Questions? Call 949-631-5918, email us
at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook.

Spotlight on Volunteers: Gladys Refakes
Gladys Refakes has been
volunteering at the CostaMesa Historical Sciety
since 1980. She was born
in South Dakota and lived
in different places before
landing in Costa Mesa in
1952. Having held various
positions on the Society
Board, she is currently serving as Recording Secretary.
Asked why she joined the Society she said,” I have always been interested in history and I wanted to learn more
about Costa Mesa and its past.” Gladys also mentioned
that volunteering at the Museum gets her out and helps
her make new friends. Then she added, “It gives me a
chance to hear new ideas and what others are thinking
about in the world today.” The Costa Mesa Historical
Society thanks you, Gladys, for your many years of excellent service.

From the President
Join the Historical Society Volunteer Reserves
There are events and activities throughout the year in
which we can use some extra volunteer help. We created
the Volunteer Reserves for those people who cannot help
out frequently, but are willing to pitch in periodically
throughout the year. Don't panic, all new Volunteer Reserves will work alongside seasoned regulars. If this is
something that would work for you, please call or email
us and leave your number. I will call you back personally
and arrange a time for us to meet at our museum and talk
about it. Thank You in advance for your consideration,
Bob Palazzola

In Memoriam

Doris Irene (Billie )Reeg
Services Friday, March 14
Billie Reeg, longtime Costa Mesa
resident, recently passed away.
She worked for the City of Costa
Mesa in the Accounting Department for over twenty years, just
after the city’s founding in 1953.
She was also instrumental in starting the Costa Mesa Municipal Employees Federal Credit Union, now known as Nuvision
Credit Union. Billie worked there for a number of years
after retirement from the City and served as Treasurer
on the Credit Union Board.
Billie was a long time volunteer for the Costa Mesa
Historical Society as Treasurer and also was a life member of the SAAAB Wing. A plaque was placed in honor
of her service to the City of Costa Mesa at the Diego
Sepulveda Adobe.
Billie was born in England. She became a war bride
when she married Roy Reeg, a U.S. Army Air Corps
Radar specialist whom she met at a dance for the military personnel. Billie herself was serving in the
Women’s Land Army performing farm labor to raise
food for the war effort. Billie and Roy married in 1943.
With such horrors of war time as aerial bombing, the
V1 Buzz-Bombs and the V2 ballistic rocket fire put behind them, life settled down for the Reeg family.
A while after a visit to Roy’s parents in Southern
California, Billie and Roy moved to Costa Mesa in the
early Fifties and that is when she started her career with
the City.
At the Society’s February 1991 meeting Billie was the
guest speaker and she told her fascinating story:
“Memoirs of a War Bride”
When Recording Secretary Gladys Refakes interviewed Billie for the position of Treasurer for the Society, she found out that Billie had had experience with
other organizations. Gladys said that Billie did an excellent job. “She was very efficient at keeping the
books—two books, one for the Society and the other for
SAAAB,” Gladys said. Society Archivist Mary Ellen
Goddard said that Billie was a very conscientious volunteer and that she did her work at home on an Apple
II E. “She was a great person and we all enjoyed her,”
Mary Ellen said.

Services will be held Friday, March 14, at 1pm
at South Shores Church in Monarch Beach,
32712 Crown Valley Pkwy, Dana Point, CA
92629, phone 949.661.4991. Her daughters welcome Billie’s friends to the services.
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— Membership Form —
!ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________

Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing
Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member
SAAAB Wing Life Member

$ 1000.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

