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President’s Message
Community Support
Near the bottom of our newsletter is our mission statement, which reads: "Promoting and preserving Costa
Mesa's history is our mission."
Early California Days was held on Saturday, May 3rd. We
would like to have seen more people taking part in events like
Early California Days.
In earlier times there was more community involvement. There
were street fairs, carnivals, festivals, parades, bazaars and the like.
These activities brought people together that reinforced a sense of
unity. These events existed because the community kept them
alive and going. My concern is that society is failing to recognize
that non-involvement and lack of support of these activities leads
to the discontinuation of such events.
Participation in community events is a form of preservation. Of
course, the Historical Society would like you to participate at our
events, but, more importantly, you should support any community
event by attending. We need to do all that we can to preserve a
way of life, for it is within our control to do so.

Bob Palazzola

Important &ote:
Costa Mesa Historical Society Programs will resume in
September. Information will be forthcoming in our
Summer &ewsletters.
Save The Date: October 4th and 5th:
Orange County Model Engineers (OCME) will hold their 2nd
Annual Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival on 10/4 and 10/5. Find
out more about this popular event by checking the following
video links: Costa Mesa Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival:
CMTVVideos: www.youtube.com/watch?v and
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLJ-tttXTk4. These give
the best sense of this great family event which was resurrected
from Costa Mesa’s colorful past; the last one took place in 1941
right before World War II started. Also, registration and other
pertinent
information
can be found at
http://www.costamesahistory.org/scarecrow.htm. (Details
about OCME’s 2014 Festival T-shirts can be found on page 3.)

949-631-5918

DATE: June 2014

E-mail address: cmhistory@sbcglobal.net

Mark Your 2014 Calendars
Sunday, June 22nd: Speaker:
Richard Duree, Historian, Dance Ethnologist
Richard’s presentation, “The Banditos of
California’s Early Statehood,” will focus on
The Ranch Period of Early California which
lasted but two generations before being interrupted by the discovery of gold and the
resulting immigration of gold seekers. The
Californio society was destroyed within the
next decade, which was the first decade of
California’s statehood. Richard will feature the lives and legends of this period of
violence and outlawry including Joaquin
Murrieta, Solomon Pico, Jack Powers,
Juan Flores and Tiburcio Vasquez. Richard
and his lovely wife and dancing partner, Ruth Levin Duree,
are members of the Historical Society. (See flier for more information)
Sunday speaker events are held at Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., !orthwest Corner of Lions Park Complex.
Doors open 2:00; Program begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating is
limited. Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-6315918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook.

Important Reminders
Are Your Dues Due?
Dues are a very important part of the Society’s operating
budget. Dues continue to support the Society’s major programs and projects. It is easy to locate your Dues Expiration
Date by looking on your newsletter label...it is there to the
right of your name... as a reminder.
Costa Mesa Chronicles Articles
If you have a special story that brings to mind many experiences and places in Costa Mesa, send them to the Museum at
1870 Anaheim Avenue, Costa Mesa, CA92627, or email me
at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net (Attention: Annette Watson,
Newsletter Editor on the subject line).
(Important Reminders continued on page 3)
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Alvin and Lucy Pinkley: Part 3
This “He Said, She Said” story complements its subjects perfectly
and tells a vast panoramic view of how Costa Mesa evolved from
1933 to 1978. It is taken from two interviews by Mary Ellen
Goddard conducted as part of the Oral History Project of the Costa
Mesa Historical Society to celebrate the 25th or Silver Anniversary
of the incorporation of Costa Mesa.

A Big Costa Mesa Tradition Begins
When asked about Costa Mesa’s fairs and carnivals, Lucy
said that Costa Mesa’s carnival actually started as a Scarecrow
Carnival. “Would you believe it? It was like kids having a pet
parade. They did have pets and they had bicycles decorated
and so forth. And they had it right down the main street on two
or three blocks. And we gave little prizes for it.” It was later
moved to what is now Lion’s Park. A picnic was held there
and it finally turned into selling things. The schools told the
children to decorate their bicycles and the stores would say to
make the scarecrows. It started out very simple and each year
it got a little bigger.
Lucy credits Heinz
Kaiser,
a
county
supervisor, for starting the
Fish Fry in 1946. Lucy
said, “Heinz said, ‘Why
don’t we serve fish.’
That’s how the fish got
into it.” Heinz was able to
get the fish for free at first
from the fishermen. And the other club members got together
and made a batter from a recipe that Heinz used in his café.
Lucy said, “And, of course, that is really the only city carnival
or anything of that kind that we had.” And, Alvin is credited
for working at the Fish Fry for thirty-three consecutive years,
enabling it to contribute almost $750,000 to Costa Mesa’s
youth organizations. However, with the “Old-Timer’s” picnic,
Lucy said that we still wanted to keep it free. She said “The
Historical Society liked this idea. We wanted something free
where you just go as a family.”
World War II Years
At the beginning of the United States’ involvement in World
War II Civilian Defense was organized. An attorney, Leroy
Anderson, was head of the Costa Mesa area defense team; he
appointed Alvin as head airplane spotter. This was before
radar so every eight miles from San Diego to Santa Barbara an
observation post was set up and manned twenty four hours a
day, seven days a week. Alvin said, “We ran them in three
hour shifts; that made eight three hour shifts. So I was
responsible for sixteen people every day, seven days a week.
Spotted plane information would then be sent to a direct line
to Pasadena where the headquarters was.”
Costa Mesa had two observation posts: one over where the
salt works were on the Back Bay and the other was down on
Victoria Street just across the Santa Ana River. After there
was no more danger from the Japanese, the observation posts
were disbanded.
There was a very interesting anecdote regarding spotting.
Alvin said, “Mr. Richardson (May’s ewsletter) who had
gone to Kansas to work during the depression had a son who

was sickly and couldn’t work. He spent hours at the
observation post that moved to what is now Lion’s Park. One
day he reported a Japanese plane. This had actually been a
junked Zero which had been repaired and instead of having a
Rising Sun on the wings, the plane was painted a robin’s egg
blue. They wanted to see how many observation posts could
identify that as a Zero other than as other specific military
airplanes.” The next day an Army staff car with a flag on the
front and three stars on it—signifying a three star general—
came into Alvin’s store. The general came in and said to
Alvin, “Pinkley I just want to
commend you…you were the
only observation post from San
Diego to Santa Barbara that
reported a Zero plane going
over yesterday.” Alvin then
credited the young boy for this
achievement and the general
left the store and went over to
the post where the boy was.
Alvin said, “This poor kid pretty near died when this three
star general climbed up the ladder to compliment him.” Alvin
remembered a few other people who helped on the
observation posts: Mildred Mathews and her husband, Fred
Opp and his wife, and Svea Meyers. He continued, “There
were so many, I can’t remember. But I scrambled to find
people.”(Pictures: Column 1: Heinz Kaiser serving up Costa
Mesa’s famous entrée at the Fish Fry; Column 2 An earlier
look at Costa Mesa Park, now Lion’s Park) (To be continued.)

Flag Day - June 14th
In the United States, Flag Day is celebrated on
June 14. It commemorates the adoption of the
flag of the United States, which happened on
that day in 1777 by resolution of the Second
Continental Congress.
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation
that officially established June 14 as Flag Day; in August
1949, National Flag Day was established by an Act of Congress. Flag Day is not an official Federal holiday.
On June 14, 1937, Pennsylvania became the first (and only)
U.S. state to celebrate Flag Day as a state holiday, beginning
in the town of Rennerdale. New York Statutes designate the
second Sunday in June as Flag Day, a state holiday. Perhaps
the oldest continuing Flag Day parade is at Fairfield, Washington. Beginning in 1909 or 1910, Fairfield has held a parade every year since, with the possible exception of 1918.
The Betsy Ross House has long been the site of Philadelphia's
observance of Flag Day. (Source: Wikapedia) Long may it
wave.
Father’s Day - June 15th
There were other persons in the US who
independently thought of "Father's Day",
but the credit for the modern holiday is often given to Sonora Dodd, who was the
driving force behind its establishment.
(Continued on page 3)

Costa Mesa Historical Society &ews
Early California Days and Arts in the Park
May 3rd’s Early California
Days and Arts in the Park Event
was a busy day for the Costa
Mesa Cultural Arts Committee,
the Costa Mesa Historical Society and the Orange County
Model Engineers (OCME). Picturesque Estancia Park with the
historic Diego Sepulveda Adobe
was the backdrop for this event
which featured many activities.
Dave Rusher, a Historical Society member and volunteer,
said, “The All-American Boys
Chorus was a highlight for
me.” The Historical Society’s
booths featured a friendship
bracelet making station and a
popcorn and chilled water station located near the adobe.
Another Society member and
volunteer, Tess Bernstein,
said, “The event was so much
fun and was well attended by
many youth groups as well as
the Historical society and
Scarecrow & Pumpkin Festival.”
Cindy Humphreys, Society member
and volunteer said, “My favorite was
the girls from Arts & Learning Conservatory who performed songs from
The Wizard of Oz. As they finished, a
group of eight or so girls made a dash
over to the table to make friendship
bracelets as we were closing up.” Also
featured were tours of the adobe by Historical Society Docents, showing attendees what life was like for early Californians. The OCME Railroad Booth promoted its highly successful Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival which will take place
Oct. 4th and 5th at the Goat Hill Junction of Fairview Park on
Placentia. They also debuted their 2014 T-Shirt which will be
available for purchase at Goat Hill Junction every third Saturday or at the Museum for $15 (S-L) and $20 (XL-3X); tax is
included. Have ?’s call 949-436-5460 or email costamesascarecrowfestival@gmail.com.
(Pictures from Top: The Society’s booth with Friendship
Bracelet Station: Left to Right: Cindy Humphreys, Dana
Kurzbard-Kelsen, Dave Rusher and Susan Weeks; close up
of creative friendship bracelet designers; Dave Rusher and
Bob Palazzola at the chilled water and popcorn booth;
OCME’s Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival booth; and,
OCME’s 2014 T-Shirt Design).
(Last month’s newsletter incorrectly stated that the 2014 Scarecrow and
Pumpkin Festival will take place at Estancia Park. Correction: the location
for this event is at the Goat Hill Junction part of Fairview Park.)

Father’s Day continued:
Its first celebration was in the Spokane YMCA on June 19,
1910. Dodd’s father, the Civil War veteran William Jackson
Smart, was a single parent who raised his six children there.
After hearing a sermon about Jarvis' Mother's Day in 1909, she
told her pastor that fathers should have a similar holiday honoring them. Father's Day was founded in Spokane, Washington at
the YMCA in 1910 by Sonora Smart Dodd.
In 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson issued the first presidential proclamation honoring fathers, designating the third
Sunday in June as Father's Day. Six years later, the day was
made a permanent national holiday when President Richard
Nixon signed it into law in 1972. (Source: Wikapedia) Happy
Father’s Day.

Volunteers At Work
This month’s “Volunteer at Work” is Dana Kurzbard-Kelsen
who became interested in our museum years ago, but only recently came in to see it. Because she was
impressed with what she saw she decided
to become our newest volunteer. She said,
“I used to live right next door, but I never
had the opportunity to visit.” This former
student-athlete from UCI has many interests
such as film, literature, art, writing and history. At the museum she is currently working on The Map
Project, organizing the Society’s map collection, so she can
eventually catalogue them for easy access for public research
projects. She finds organizing them fascinating. “Maps are
like a time capsule that say a lot with a little. They tell a
story,” she said. And, what she sees as she puts them in order
is our city’s rapid evolution. Welcome aboard, Dana!
Important Reminders continued from page 1
Historical Markers : Early Costa Mesa Businesses
Why not try a new and fun idea! Come to the Museum and
pick up Old Town Costa Mesa Historical Markers brochure,
which our city’s Historical Preservation Committee created,
and plan a nice walk along the eastside of Newport Blvd.—
addresses 1800 to 1848. There are bronze markers indicating
what was there during our city’s early days. A good place to
start is at Broadway and walk south towards 17th Street. Since
the brochure features many historical pictures, friends and family members can really get a sense of the past and how things
change over time.
Special Items for Sale
We have many duplicate copies of books, magazines and old
newspapers pertaining to local history and these are available
for purchase.
Also, the Dendel books are still available—
many fiction and craft “how to” books, written by Esther
Warner Dendel, and some are signed by her.
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870
Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa. Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays
and Fridays and by appointment. Questions? Call 949-631-5918,
email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook.
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