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President’s Message
Changing Times, Changing Landscape
As most of you know, our community has a mixture of
young and old residents. One of the main differences between these generations is that our older residents can remember places in Costa Mesa that once were, but are no
more.
Among these places were entertainment venues, such as,
the Ice-Skating and Roller Rinks, at least 3 movie theaters
and the Paulo Drive-in theater. There was The American
Legion Hall which also served as one of the local dance
venues. There were places of business like Alpha-Beta, Gibson's Dairy, The Opp gourd place, The Costa Mesa Bird and
Game Farm, Safeway, etc. A small civilian airport was once
located near 19th street and Placentia Avenue. During
WWII, Costa Mesa was home to the Santa Ana Army Air
Base, the largest training base of its kind. Some places and
events existed so far back in time, that even the oldest resident couldn't recall them. There are very few locations that
haven't changed since the early 1900's. Most locations in the
city had a complete makeover beyond recognition by anyone old enough to remember. The community also had its
share of troubled times such as the Great Depression, floods
and earthquakes. These events also contributed to the development of the city.
However, the younger generation need not be limited to
wonder about or just imagine these past events and places
that are now non-existent. Thanks to your Costa Mesa Historical Society, who have preserved this history, the past can
be viewed and experienced almost as if you were there. This
is accomplished through photos, artifacts, recorded interviews and documentation. We have an extensive photo collection and a variety of reading materials on the city's near
and distant past.
In looking back at the city's history, one can appreciate
what we have today and what took place along the way. I
believe it important that our younger generation be educated
on this point. We are here to assist with that education.
Bob Palazzola

949-631-5918

DATE: August 2014

E-mail address: cmhistory@sbcglobal.net

Museum Open During Construction
Your Historical Society will remain
open during construction of the City’s
“Storm Drain Improvements Project”
that started the week of July 7 and may
continue until March 2015. There may
be a bit of dust and noise in the area
just south of the Society’s building at 1870 Anaheim Ave,
(continued on page 3)

Mark Your 2014 Calendars
1st and 3rd Saturday of the month/By Appointment:
On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the Diego Sepulveda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave is open from 12 to 4pm.
Individuals and groups can make appointments to tour the
Adobe by calling 949-631-5918.

Saturday, September 6th: Scarecrow Workshop at
Creative Outlet, 2035 Placentia, Unit F, in Costa Mesa;
registration is $10 (non-refundable) and can be done online at www.creativeoutletstudios. Time to be announced.
Sunday, September 21st: Speaker: TBA;
&o Program in August
Sunday speaker events are held at the Costa Mesa Historical
Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., orthwest Corner of
Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm; Program begins
2:30. Please arrive early as seating is limited. Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-631-5918,
email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook.

Saturday and Sunday, October 4th and 5th:
Orange County Model Engineers (OCME) will hold their
2nd Annual Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival on 10/4 and
10/5 at the Goat Hill Junction of Fairview Park on Placentia.
The deadline for registration for the 2014 Scarecrow
Contest is Friday, September 26th. Entries will be accepted for display at Goat Hill Junction on Friday, Oct.
3rd 8AM-5PM and Saturday Oct. 4 th 8AM-10AM.
(continued on page 3)

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS A&GELES COU&TY, CALIFOR&IA, MARCH 2, 1889

Alvin and Lucy Pinkley: Part 4
This “He Said, She Said” story complements its subjects perfectly
and tells a vast panoramic view of how Costa Mesa evolved from
1933 to 1978. It is taken from two interviews by Mary Ellen Goddard conducted as part of the Oral History Project of the Costa
Mesa Historical Society to celebrate the 25th or Silver Anniversary
of the incorporation of Costa Mesa.

“The Town &eeded Everything!”
Lucy and Alvin Pinkley got in on the ground floor phase of
Costa Mesa history. They were happy to have arrived when
they did in 1933. However, in their oral histories, they emphasized that this area was “such a country place” with an “end of
the world” feel to the landscape. Alvin got involved with
town development projects and Lucy tended her family and
participated in those activities that most affected them such as
Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts/Bluebirds, athletics, PTA, etc. “Till
the kids were pretty well grown up I stayed home. Well, actually, they went away to college before I began doing all these
things for the community.” People were always asking Lucy
why she was doing all these things and she would say,
“Because the town needed it.”
Alvin became active on the school board and later as director of the Costa Mesa County Water District. After Incorporation took place in 1953 Alvin began his political career; he
was elected to the second city council, then re-elected six
times during the next 23 years and served 3 times as mayor,
finally stepping down in the mid seventies. Later Alvin would
say he was most proud of work on the Water Board because it
was a team effort with Arlie Swartz, Charley TeWinkle and
Senator Murdy. He said, “Our idea was to put the water districts together and make one big one and have one reservoir.
It was called the Costa Mesa Merger Law. And I think maybe
that was one of the best things I ever did for the city of Costa
Mesa, was to get them together.” As of 1978 Costa Mesa
would have four wells and were in the process of drilling two
more. Alvin said, “I am very happy. I am prouder of that than
being on city Council.”
As the Pinkleys continued their community involvement
they saw that “The Sixties” were big years for Costa Mesa:
In 1963 the Diego Sepulveda Adobe (Estancia Adobe) and the
surrounding five-acre site were given to the City of Costa
Mesa by members of the Segerstrom family as a memorial to
the early settlers of the area. In 1966 the small group who
transformed the Adobe into a museum became the Costa Mesa
Historical Society. Also in 1966 two school districts merged to
become Newport Mesa Unified School District. In 1967 the
Segerstrom Family opened South Coast Plaza with May Company and Sears as its anchoring
stores.
The Estancia Adobe Becomes a
Museum and the Birth of the
Costa Mesa Historical Society
After the frame structure concealing the Estancia Adobe was removed, it was then restored. A special committee of the Costa Mesa
Chamber of Commerce assumed the
task of establishing a museum inside
the building. In 1966, the special

committee became the nucleus of
the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society was established to
transform the restored Diego Sepulveda Adobe into a museum and
provide docents.
As she always did, Lucy held a
meeting to see who would be interested in the “Adobe Project,”
which included furnishing and
staffing the adobe. The adobe had
been a wayside station with a dirt
floor with grass on it and the crudest type of any furniture. Lucy
said, “Our idea was that we would
furnish it in the period—the year—
the furniture that people were using
in their homes then. Ladies on the
committee included Terry Hutton,
an interior designer, Helen Smith,
Carol Lee Stevens and her husband
and Helen Humphreys. Helen is a
descendent from the Yorba family,
that Yorba Linda is named after.
And, of course, the Spanish land
grant, which at one time the Estancia had been under, belonged to her
ancestors. So Helen went to her
ancestors and got the mantias that
are on display out there at the Estancia for us on loan. She
worked very, very hard too because some of her family and
her folks are in fact still living. And, one of the school teachers, Mildred Fisher, gave old books, school teaching books,
some of them went back a couple of generations. So that’s the
way the place has been furnished. Then Roy June, City Attorney, set us up with a by-laws which went to the State to get
the Historical Society approved as a State Society. And we
were on our way. The Historical Society now belonged to the
city as the Historical society. And it has functioned very well
and is still thriving.” (Pictures: Column 1 below: Helen Humphreys cleaning exhibits at the Adobe, Feb. 1986; Top: Mildred
Fisher, Jan. 1986, clipping out newspaper articles regarding our
fair city at the Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum; below Mildred’s picture: Betty Jean Beecher, Helen Humphreys and Mildred Fisher at the Adobe, 1983) (To Be Continued)

Costa Mesa Historical Society &ews
Historical Society Volunteers Recognized
Several Society volunteers were recognized at a Lifetime Presidential Service Awards luncheon on July 18 hosted by OneOC, an
umbrella organization for Orange County non-profits. Those recognized for long-term service were: Gladys Refakes (27 years), Helen
Humphries (24 years), Mary Ellen Goddard (23 years), and Beth
Refakes (10 years). Also recognized for 4000+ total hours of service were: Kathy Bequette, Art Goddard, Mary Ellen Goddard, and
Gladys Refakes. Also recognized for 3rd highest hours total across
all OneOC non-profits in 2013: Art Goddard, 1,500 + hours. Congratulations to you all for your dedication and service to our Historical Society.

Museum Open During Construction (continued from Festival sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. The first
page 1)

but we will be accessible and open throughout the construction project. Access to the building will continue to
be via Park Ave. The Anaheim Avenue approach to the
building may be closed for a two week period, but Park
Ave will always be available.

Sharing Your Memories
The Historical Society recently acquired a state-of-theart, digital voice recorder to be used
to capture your memories of Costa
Mesa. The recorder is much simpler to use than the video camera
we had been using. Please think
about your memorable experiences
and contact the Society at 949-631-5918 to schedule an
oral history session. Just think – with voice recording
there’s no worry about hair, make up, lighting, tripods,
etc. And yes, we do make house calls too!

Volunteers At Work:
Children Visit Adobe and Museum
Participants in the city’s Recreation on Campus for
Kids (ROCKS) free summer program toured the
Diego Sepulveda
Adobe and the Costa
Mesa Historical Society’s Museum in
July. 1st through 6th
Graders
enjoyed
tours given by our
docents, Kathy Bequette
at the Adobe and Tess
Bernstein at the Museum.
(Pictures: Docent Tess
Bernstein describes the
history of Costa Mesa to
a group of children in the ROCKS program. )

Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival
(continued from page 1)
Judging will take place at 11am on Saturday. Awards will
be given out at 2pm on Sunday, Oct.5th. See Facebook
"costamesascarecrows" or inspiration from last year’s
entries. The categories for 2014 are Humorous, Scariest,
Protect & Defend and Science & Tech.
For additional information check costamesahistory.org.
An excerpt taken from “Images of
America Early Costa Mesa published by
the Costa Mesa Historical Society reveals
how this festival is rooted in our city’s
history: Costa Mesa endured its troubles
such as the Great Depression, the Earthquake of 1933, and the Floods of 1938.
“One example of community spirit was the Scarecrow

festival was held just three months
after the March 1938 floods and attracted 5,000 people.” The annual
event was off to a great start and by
1941 20,000 visitors flocked to the
Scarecrow Festival. However, this
would turn out to be the last year
with the United States entry into
World War II. (Pictures: Bottom of Column 1: 1939 Sweepstakes winner—”Flora,” entry made of gladiolas by Costa
Mesa Bird Farm proprietor M. G. Eighmey and his daughter
Virginia; Above: Bill Pointin, the Constable in town)

2014 Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival T-Shirts
The 2014 Festival’s T-Shirt is available for purchase every third Saturday at Goat Hill Junction
or at the Museum for $15 (S-L) and $20 (XL3X); tax is included. Have ?’s call 949-436-5460
or email costamesascarecrowfestival@gmail.com.

&oreen Baume 1927-2014
We are saddened by the loss of Noreen Baume, who
passed away June 21st. Noreen's husband, Ed Baume, is
on the Board of the Costa Mesa Historical Society. Ed
and Noreen were married in 1950 and moved to Costa
Mesa in 1963. Both quickly became involved in community activities. We wish to express our condolences to Ed
Baume and his family.
An Exhibit Worth Checking Out
On July 17th Phil Brigandi gave a talk “Founding Orange
County” at the Opening Celebration of the Orange County 1889
Exhibit at the OC Courthouse. This exhibit will run from
through October 10th, 2014.

Are Your Dues Overdue?
Your dues are important because they help to support the
Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your
Dues Expiration Date by looking on YOUR &EWSLETTER
LABEL...it is there to the right of your name... as a reminder.
If your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum (see
mailing address below); Attention: Susan Weeks. Or drop by
in person on a Thursday or a Friday from 10am to 3pm.
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870
Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa. Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays
and Fridays and by appointment. Mailing address is: Costa Mesa
Historical Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628.
Questions?Call 949-631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net
or find us on Facebook.
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— Membership Form —
&ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________

Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing
Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member
SAAAB Wing Life Member

$ 1000.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

