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 Mark Your 2014 Calendars 

Sunday Speaker Programs  
Sunday, &ovember 16th Speaker:  In honor of Veterans 

Day, The Costa Mesa Historical 
Society presents its annual “Salute 
to Our Veterans” with speaker 
(Staff Sergeant) David Lester, 

US Army, who will speak about 
his participation in the Battle of 

the Bulge. (See flier for details) 

 

Sunday speaker programs are held at the Costa Mesa Histori-

cal Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., #orthwest Corner of 

Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm; Program begins 2:30. 

Please arrive early as seating is limited. Free admission and re-

freshments. Any questions: Call 949-631-5918, email us at cmhis-

tory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook. 

 

Special Events 
Two “Salute to Veterans” Dates: 

Monday, &ovember 10th:  
Observation Ceremony - SAAAB and other Veterans at  
Orange Coast College, 9:30am till noon. 

Tuesday, &ovember 11th: 
Veterans and Labor Community Celebration 
O.C. Fairgrounds, 10am to 2pm. 

Saturday, &ovember 15th from 1 to 3pm: Plaque 

Dedication :  (See Plaque Dedication on page 2) 

Friday, Jan. 16th: Costa Mesa Historical Society Instal-

lation Dinner at the Captain’s Table, OCC. (See Installa-

tion Dinner on page 2) 

 
 

The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870 

Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa. Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays 

and Fridays and by appointment. Mailing address is:  Costa Mesa 

Historical Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628.  

Q u e s t i o n s ? C a l l  9 4 9 - 6 3 1 - 5 9 1 8 ,  e m a i l  u s  a t 

cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook 

President’s Message 

 
Why We Do What We Do 

   It's a Thursday or Friday morning at the 
Historical Society. Our team of active vol-
unteer members show up one by one. After 
greeting each other and exchanging some 
personal news, they get down to their par-
ticular task of the day. These tasks cover a 

wide range of topics and can include such things as 
research, sorting, scanning, digitizing, special exhibits, 
cataloging, photo reproduction and more.  
   As you know, not one of the volunteers is paid for 
what they do. Some individuals may ask the question: 
"Why do they do what they do?" This question can be 
answered by one of our slogans: "Because our past 

deserves a future".  
   The volunteers that work here have a sense of pride 
and satisfaction knowing that future generations will 

learn and benefit from what they 
are accomplishing on a daily basis 

in the Here and &ow. These are 
hard working volunteers dedicated 

to preserving the past - This is 

their motivation. Their names 
won't necessarily become a house-
hold word or put on any monu-

ments. If that was the expectation, they wouldn't be 
doing what they do.  
   I am proud of our volunteers and what they are 
achieving. There is much that needs to be done and we 
are always looking for dedicated people to join our 
mission.  

Bob Palazzola 
 

 
Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 



Historical Society Elections! 
   At 2:30 P.M., Sunday, &ovember 16th, an election of offi-
cers and board members of the Costa Mesa Historical Society 
for 2014 will be held at the start of the program. At that time, 
the nominees will be presented and nominations will be taken 
from the floor.  
   If you wish to be nominated for an office, please speak up at 
the appointed time of the meeting. Term of office is one year 
and begins January 1. Installation of officers and board mem-
bers will take place at the annual Installation Dinner sched-

uled for Friday, January 16, 2015.  
 

Mark Your 2014 Calendar  Items  
(continued from page 1—in order by date) 

Plaque Dedication 
   This ceremony by the &ative Sons Of The Golden West 
(NSGW) will take place at the Estancia Sepulveda.  Seating 
has been planned for 80 guests. There will be a NSGW banquet 
dinner that evening at the Embassy Suites. Our members are 
invited to participate (an RSVP will be required; the cost will 
be $45 per person). If you are interested please call our Society 
at 949-631-5918 

Installation Dinner  
 Doors will open at 6:00 and dinner will be served at 6:30pm.  
The price is $22.00 per person. All reservations must be re-

ceived by January 6th. No payments will be accepted at the 
door.  
   Our speaker, Phil Brigandi, will discuss Orange County's 
125th anniversary. 

Costa Mesa Historical Society &ews 
Pilgrim of &ewport Comes Home 

   On September 12 and 13 a special event 
took place to honor the life and legacy of 
Dennis Holland who built the Pilgrim of 
Newport, now the Spirit of Dana Point, in his 
backyard in Eastside Costa Mesa.  Dennis 

died this past May after a battle with prostate cancer. Many 
festivities took place as people visited  the booths in front of 
ship and on the ship itself; they were also able to tour the ship, 
a clipper schooner, originally designed for George Washing-
ton’s Navy as an able patrol vessel.  Dennis’ tall ship replica 
was built with his wife Betty and this enthusiastic venture be-
gan in May 1970 when the keel was laid until the launching in 
November 1983. Historical Society member, Dana Kurzbard-
Kelsen said, “People attending the event checked out the mas-
ter craftsmanship and learned some US and local history as 
well.  Our Society’s booth had a poster created by Tess Bern-
stein and Mary Ellen Goddard.  The poster drew in many peo-
ple because the pictures brought back many  long-forgotten 
memories; many described how the building of the tall ship 
factored into their own personal histories. From all that I heard, 
it seems that the building of the first ship really brought the 
community together in ways totally unexpected to everyone.  
Personally I felt incredibly honored to witness so many peo-
ple’s sudden recollections. In my eyes it was a great day.” Af-
ter the ship left Newport Harbor it went to the Ocean Institute  

in Dana Point and “became a floating 
classroom for countless school chil-
dren who scrambled over her 
decks.” (quote from an article in the 

Register by #icole Shine) Currently the 
ship is back at Dana Point. Pictures:  

Top: The Spirit of Dana Point 

(formerly the Pilgrim 

of #ewport) docked at 

#ewport Seabase; 

Middle left:: Pirate re-

enactors entertain the 

crowd; right:  Volun-

teer and member of 

the Scarecrow and 

Pumpkin Festival committee Evie Taylor Johnson and the 

Dennis Holland historical photo display at the Costa Mesa 

Historical Society booth. 

September Sunday Speaker Program 

   At the September Sunday Speaker Pro-
gram Charles Epting, a 21 year old senior at 
USC and the author of three books, spoke on 
his second book "The New Deal in Orange 

County California." Franklin D. Roosevelt 
took office in 1933 and soon the New Deal/
Works Progress Administration (W.P.A.) was 
developed. Charles described the perfect storm 
of unpredictably harsh elements that wreaked 
havoc in Orange County during the Great 
Depression. The 1933 Long Beach earthquake 
claimed 115 lives, shattering lands eastward 
across the Los Angeles County line into the 
Orange County cities. Then 60 people perished 
in the devastating 1938 Santa Ana River flood, 
which washed out roads and buildings and 

much of the county's citrus industry. Because of this Orange 
County's 130,000 people received a greater density of federal 
public aid than LA County's $2.2 million and San Diego 
County's $210,000 for projects many of which are still in use 
today. Projects included improvements in infrastructure as 
well as promoting the arts.  There were four Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) camps in Orange County. The National 
Recovery Administration made many tools that were used by 
the CCC camps. (Pictures: Top: Stamp used by the WPA; middle 

and bottom:  Charles shares an old sledge hammer and an oil 

lamp used during the the #ew Deal Years.) 

Scarecrow & Pumpkin Festival Oct. 4-5  
   Goat Hill Junction was the place to be during the weekend 
of Oct. 4th and 5th.  The Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival 
was a great success thanks to the Orange County Model Engi-
neers (OCME) and the Historical Society’s Tess Bernstein 
and her committee which included Evie Johnson, Jan Rovan 
and Annette Watson;  Dixon Sheldon Operation’s from 
OCME worked very hard with the committee.   Thank you 
also to Costa Mesa CEO’s office, Jennifer Christ and Tom  



Hatch.  Jerry’s Dogs 
contributed too.  Over 
2,000 people came out 
during a very hot Oc-
tober weekend to ride 
trains, pick pumpkins, 
take a ride on a vintage 
fire truck  and look at 
the wide variety of 
scarecrows which in-
cluded such categories 

as spookiest, most humorous, best  of 
Costa Mesa, best of OC, best in show, and 
people’s choice. There were twenty-two 
pumpkins arranged along the train tracks 
so the riders could enjoy viewing them as 
they passed by.   At Goat Hill Junction 
station music filled the air as well as great 
aromas from the food trucks. Children and 
parents were engaged in fun activities too-
--face painting, coloring, and bubble 
blowing. (Pictures: top four—activities at 

the Festival; #2 left: Best in Show—

Holly Mackerel by #ancy Pederson; 

#2 Right: Most Humorous—Sewer 

Slayer by Costa Mesa Sanitary Dis-

trict; #3: People’s Choice—As the 

Crow Flies by the Harbor Soaring 

Society; #4: Best Business—Panda 

Monium by 

First Team; 

bottom left: 

The Party’s 

Over as Jan 
Roven disman-

tles her “Pink 

Dot Donor” 

Scarecrow; bottom right:   Estefany Amado, Tess Bernstein 

and Cindy Humphreys at the Historical Society  Booth)  

October Sunday Speaker Program 

   At the October Sunday Speaker Program Mary Adams 
Urashima presented her book “Historic Wintersburg in 
Huntington Beach.”  Her presentation was very informa-
tive and inspiring as she described the culturally rich and 
poignant story of the Japanese people who started set-
tling here during the late 1800’s.  Their enterprising 
spirit created a community which joined in with the rest 
of the Orange County pioneers….this diversity was evi-
dent as the Japanese celebrations invited others into the 
festivities and vice versa.  Charles Furuta was one of the 
first very successful businessmen who later started a  

(Pictures:  Left:  Mary Ellen Goddard and Mary discuss Costa 

Mesa location of Japanese Language School; Center and Right: 

Mary giving her presentation to our audience)  

goldfish farm which was one of twelve in the country. Mary 
went on to colorfully describe daily life in this community and 
included how involved the Japanese were in the development 
of Orange County so much so that they were major contribu-
tors to help rebuild the Huntington Beach Pier in 1914.  The 
Japanese Language School was located here in Costa Mesa.  
This all came to a halt in 1942 after Pearl Harbor with the Ex-
ecutive Order 9066 which took business leaders, clergy and 
teachers away from their homes and farms and relocated them 
(along with Italian and German immigrants) to the Colorado 
River Relocation Center. This was a very sad time because 
many Japanese American men were serving in the U.S. mili-
tary while their relatives were interred.  The Japanese people 
were allowed to return to Huntington Beach in 1945. The re-
building process began slowly and the Japanese community 
became prominent in the area once again.  Then Mary told 
about the four and a half acre parcel of land right next to the 
Rainbow Waste Transfer Company on Nichols Street in Hunt-
ington Beach where there still stands the original six structures 
of the Japanese community which includes two Presbyterian 
churches.  These are facing demolition in May 2015 and Mary 
and others have been working on saving them.  She stressed 
how important these structures are because they show how 
these people lived their daily lives.  Our president, Bob Paloz-
zola said about Mary’s program, “Her presentation was one of 
the best I have heard in quite a long time. It was informative, 
interesting and delivered with passion and conviction. I believe 
that through Ms. Urashima's efforts, the site has a good chance 
of being saved.” You can check out this very informative web-
site: https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/save-historic-
wintersburg.  If you missed this or any of our other very worthwhile 

programs and want to watch the video, come into the museum between 

10am and 3pm on a Thursday or Friday or call the Historical Society at 

(949)631-5918 to schedule an appointment to view it. 

Editor’s #ote: Last month’s Fairview Register featured a story about 
the late Alice Marguerite O’Neill Avery, a sixth generation Califor-
nian and a descendant of Jose Loreto Sepulveda, mayor of Los Ange-
les in the 1840’s. Readers were curious whether Diego Sepulveda, for 
whom the Estancia Adobe is named, was related to Alice’s ancestor. 
According to Marie Northup’s book, “Spanish-Mexican Families of 
Early California: 1769 – 1850”, Jose Loreto and Diego were in fact 

brothers. (Thank you, Cindy Humphreys, for your help on this entire 

Memoriam project—October and #ovember newsletters) 

Are Your Dues Overdue? 
   Your dues are important because they help to support the Society’s major 

programs and projects. You can locate your Dues Expiration Date by looking on 

YOUR &EWSLETTER LABEL...it is there to the right of your name... as a re-

minder. If your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum (*see mailing 

address on page 1); Attention:  Susan Weeks.  Or drop by in person on a Thurs-

day or a Friday from 10am to 3pm. 



 

Costa Mesa Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1764 

Costa Mesa CA  92628 
 

 

— Membership Form — 
 

 

 

&ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 
 

 

 

Membership Categories                          

Annual  Special  
Individual $  15.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 1000.00 
Family $  20.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $     10.00 
Student (under 16) $    5.00 SAAAB Wing Life Member $     50.00 
Contributing $  50.00   

Business & Professional $ 100.00   
Public Agency $ 100.00   
Benefactor $ 250.00   

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 

COSTA MESA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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