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 Mark Your 2015 Calendars 

Sunday Speaker Programs  
   These programs will resume on February 15th, 2015.  
The speaker will be announced in the February newslet-
ter.   
Sunday speaker programs are held at the Costa Mesa His-

torical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., !orthwest 

Corner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm; Pro-

gram begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating is limited. 

Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-

631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us 

on Facebook. 

 

Special Events 
Friday, Jan. 16th: Costa Mesa Historical Society In-

stallation Dinner at the Captain’s Ta-

ble, OCC, at 6pm. All reservations must 
be received by January 6th. No payments 
will be accepted at the door. This year’s 
featured presentation will be: “The 
Quasquicentennial of Orange County 
with Phil Brigandi—Where we've been 

and how we got here.” (See the flier for all of the details and 

the mail-in reservation form.) 

 

Adobe Schedule 
   On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the Diego Sepul-
veda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave is open from 12 to 4pm. 
Individuals and groups can make appointments to tour the 
Adobe by calling 949-631-5918. 
 

The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870 

Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa. Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays 

and Fridays and by appointment. Mailing address is:  Costa Mesa 

Historical Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628.  

Q u e s t i o n s ? C a l l  9 4 9 - 6 3 1 - 5 9 1 8 ,  e m a i l  u s  a t 

cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook 

 

 

President’s Message 

 
 

Hello All, 

 
   With 2014 coming to a close, some of us have a ten-
dency to look back on the year to reflect on what took 
place, what was accomplished and what was learned. 
We might then look to the year ahead and review our 
plans, goals and objectives. 
   In the meantime, I hope that holiday plans are in the 
works such as get-togethers with loved ones, family 
and friends. No matter what your plans are, you'll be 
making memories. However, in reality, you'll be mak-
ing history. History that will form part of your past for 
those that follow. 
   So make history and may all of you have a very en-
joyable Holiday Season and a Happy !ew Year.  
 

Bob Palazzola 

——————————————————————— 

  
  
  

 

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 

  K&OW HISTORY, K&OW SELF 
&O HISTORY, &O SELF 

author unknown 



   Costa Mesa Historical Society &ews 
&ewport Harbor High School’s 60th Reunion 

   For their  60th Re-
union a group of the 
Class of 1954 toured 
the Historical Soci-
ety on Thursday, 
Oct 16. A special 
exhibit of NHHS 

memorabilia from the 1940s - 50s was prepared by Mary Ellen 
Goddard. The tour provided an opportunity of the class mem-
bers to reminisce about their school days. 

Veteran’s Day Celebra-

tions and Our SAAAB 

Booth 
   The Costa Mesa Historical Soci-
ety participated in two annual Salute 
to Veterans’ events.  The first was 
on November 10th at Orange Coast 
College. They provided a nice buffet 
breakfast for the veterans. We then 
all assembled outside for the formal 
ceremony, during which they ac-
knowledged The Santa Ana Army 

Air Base, it's veterans and other veterans. The second Event 
was on November 11th at the Orange County Fairgrounds, 
where a booth was put up for the Santa Ana Army Air Base, 
displaying 30 pictures and other information. Our president 
Bob Palazolla said, “They were very inspiring events and we 
enjoyed honoring the veterans.  My wife Mari and Susan 
Weeks, our Society’s treasurer, were a big help assisting me at 
the Fairgrounds.” (Pictures: Top in article was taken at Orange Coast 

College; Bottom in article from left Mari and Bob Palazolla and Susan 

Weeks at the Fairgrounds.) 

Plaque Dedication Events 

   On  November 15th, a beautiful Costa Mesa day with a 
deep blue sky and crisp weather, the Native Sons of the Golden 
West (NSGW) dedicated their plaque to the Diego Sepulveda 
Adobe Estancia in recognition of its historical significance.  
The ceremonial event was inspiring and included many impor-
tant people participating to showcase one of Costa Mesa’s ma-
jor historical sites.  Our president, Bob Palazzola welcomed 
everyone and opening remarks were made by Council member 
Wendy Leece.  Mike Decker, our Police Department’s chap-
lain, gave the invocation and extended the Adobe’s shelter and 
resting place historical purpose to now include the scenic site 
with a park to be a place of refuge and relaxation for our citi-
zens. John Moorlach, Orange County Supervisor of District 2, 
gave an informative speech on the establishment of the Califor-
nia’s twenty one  missions and their outposts such as the 
Adobe and described how our city received the Adobe and the 
surrounding land from the Segerstrom Family, who are  

considered our patron saints be-
cause of their many contribu-
tions to Costa Mesa.  

   Then the NSGW ceremony took place which was very dra-
matic because it showed how the materials constructed the 
plaque—the cement which came from all places of California 
and the water as a natural resource of nature—and how the pur-
pose of the construction is to be a beacon of light manifesting 
truth, energy and reason in mankind. After the dedication cere-
mony ended, as Bob Palazzola made the concluding remarks, 
he said, “We should always remember that the past deserves a 
future and this keeps us from being a disposable society.  We 
appreciate that the Native Sons of the Golden West acknowl-
edged our preservation efforts by selecting our Adobe to re-
ceive their special dedication plaque.” Then everyone viewed 
the plaque which has been placed in the middle of a new rose 
garden in front of the Adobe, and refreshments were enjoyed 
by all.  
   The event was planned by Costa Mesa Parks and Recreation 
Department, the Costa Mesa Historical Society and the Native 
Sons of the Golden West. (Pictures: Column 1 from left:  the 

dedication plaque, Bob Palazzola, Wendy Leece and John Moor-

lach; Above Row 1:  the !ative Sons of the Golden West plaque 

dedication committee members led by Timothy Tulius; Row 2:  the 

gathering enjoying the speeches and ceremony.) 

   The evening Banquet was held at the Embassy Suites Hotel 

in Santa Ana. Chair for NSGW Southern California Weekend, 

Steve Faessel, welcomed everyone. He acknowledged some 

VIP’s in attendance including our President, Bob Palazzola and 

his wife Mari, and expressed appreciation for a job well done 

by the Historical Society for their preparation in organizing the 

event. “A nice dinner was enjoyed by all. After dessert,   John 

Moorlach, our county’s  Supervisor of  District 2, gave an in-

teresting, informative —and at times humorous-- presentation 

on the history of Orange County,” said Bob Palazzola.  Then 

Mr. Moorlach presented Timothy Tulius, Grand President, Na-

tive Sons of the Golden West, with a proclamation, which ex-

pressed joy and appreciation of the Native Sons of the Golden 

West for their recognition of the Diego Sepulveda Adobe. 

(Pictures above from left: Supervisor Moorlach, Steve Faessel and 

his wife; and, Timothy Tulius.) 



      Society Elections  

   The &ovember Sunday Speaker Pro-

gram featured the Society’s Annual Elec-
tion.  Dave Gardner (pictured left), as head 
of the nominating committee, conducted 
the election and the officers and directors 
will be sworn in at the Installation Dinner 
on Friday, January 16, 2015. Officers in-
clude:  Robert Palazzola, President; Terry 

Shaw, Vice President of Programs; Dana Kurzbard Kel-
sen, Vice President of Membership; Gladys Refakes, 
Secretary; and, Susan Weeks, Treasurer.  Directors in-
clude Ed Baume, Tess Bernstein, Dave Gardner, Mary 
Ellen Goddard, Cynthia Humphreys, and Dave Rusher.  

 Sunday Speaker Program 

   At our November Sunday Speaker Program which an-
nually salutes our veterans Former Staff Sergeant David 
Lester, a Battle of the Bulge participant, spoke poign-
antly as he reminisced about his wartime experiences.  
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the Battle of the 
Bulge which took place between December 1944 and 
January 1945.  “It was a major German Offensive cam-
paign launched toward the end of World War ll.  Hitler 
planned the offensive as a surprise attack which caught 
the Allied forces completely off guard. United States 
forces bore the brunt of the attack and incurred the high-
est casualties for any operation during the war.  The bat-
tle also severely depleted Germany’s war-making re-
sources.”(Wikipedia)  
   As David spoke the audience could see reflected in his 
face that he still had an emotional feeling for that time of 
his life when he continually witnessed life and death mo-
ments and where he and many of his friends were 
wounded...many of them did not live to see civilian days 
ever again. “Of my six squad members only two sur-
vived.  At one point Adam Burko pulled me out of the 
river and saved my life,” David said.  Of course, he saw 
many grizzly scenes of war which he shared so that we 
could more understand a soldier’s experience.  For his 
tour of duty he received many medals.  He told about a 
man, a Medal of Honor Recipient, who was put out with 
the frozen cadavers because the medics couldn’t find his 

pulse.  Later he came to and was brought back into the 
hospital and taken care of.  David said, “Many times this 

man was offered opportunities to make money by using  

his Medal, but he just refused and said 
‘Duty, Honor, Country.’” David said that 
was how soldiers really felt—they were just 
doing their duty. 
   Casualty estimates for the Battle vary 
widely.  An official report by the United 
States Department of the Army lists 108,347 
casualties, including 19,246 killed, 62,489 

wounded, and 26,612 captured or missing.  The Battle of the 
Bulge was the bloodiest battle for U.S. forces in World War ll. 
(Wikipedia) 

   Veteran and former mayor Jack Hammett 
spoke about how a soldier’s life is in the hands 
of the government.  He went on to acknowledge 
David and the other members of the Freedom 
Committee of Orange County for their visits to 
groups and schools.  Jack said that the members 
pass the torch of liberty to future generations 
bringing living history into the classrooms.  

Jack said that the Freedom Committee originated in 1995.  
“The birthplace of the Committee was at the Costa Mesa His-

torical Society.  Since then we have spoken 
to over 200,000 students,” he said. 
   David in answering one question from the 
audience said that he and his wife did return 
to his wartime routes and found that many of 
the villages had had been rebuilt.  The audi-
ence was standing room only for this pro-
gram and they were very inspired by David’s 

presentation. (Pictures:  Top:  David Lester giving his presen-

tation; Middle: Jack Hammett; and, Bottom, David answer-

ing questions from the audience.) 

 

Holiday Shopping Made Easy 

   Why not consider doing some Holiday 
Shopping at our Museum.  Items avail-
able in the Historical Society giftshop 
are Costa Mesa and Santa Ana Army Air 
Base (SAAAB) memorabilia, current 
and out-of-print local history books, post 
cards, note cards, videos, and packets of 
10 years (1977-1987) of the “Costa Mesa 

Quarterly” with articles on local history that were edited and 
written by Hank Panian; these are $5 per pack.  Also available 
are photo reproductions. These are unique, one-of-a-kind gifts 
for that hard-to-please person on your holiday list. 

Are Your Dues Overdue? 

   Your dues are important because they help to support the Soci-

ety’s major programs and projects. You can locate your Dues 

Expiration Date by looking on YOUR &EWSLETTER LA-

BEL...it is there to the right of your name... as a reminder. If 

your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum (see mailing 

address on page 1); Attention:  Susan Weeks.  Or drop by in per-

son on a Thursday or a Friday from 10am to 3pm. 



 

Costa Mesa Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1764 

Costa Mesa CA  92628 
 

 

— Membership Form — 
 

 

 

&ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 
 

 

 

Membership Categories                          

Annual  Special  
Individual $  15.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 1000.00 
Family $  20.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $     10.00 
Student (under 16) $    5.00 SAAAB Wing Life Member $     50.00 
Contributing $  50.00   

Business & Professional $ 100.00   
Public Agency $ 100.00   
Benefactor $ 250.00   

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 

COSTA MESA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O BOX 1764 
COSTA MESA, CA. 92628 
Phone (949) 631-5918 
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