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President’s Message
2015 - The Road Ahead
So here we are. It's a new year and opportunities
await us all. I know that all of you are getting that
"Things to do" or "Things that need to be done" lists
going. It is no different for us at the Historical Society. We also look ahead at the new year and start
working on plans for projects, activities, events, programs, exhibits, etc.
We would like to invite you to take part in that planning by giving us some feedback on the museum and
its activities. This would be very helpful to us and
would be appreciated. We are always striving to improve on things we do to make us better with each
passing year.
For those of you who visited our museum or attended
one of our monthly programs, we would like to hear
about your experience.
What did you find interesting? What else would you
like to see added? What would have made your visit
more enjoyable? How about giving us a suggestion or
comment about our newsletter, the Fairview Register.
Maybe you can share some Costa Mesa History with
us?
This is your chance to help us make a difference. All
of our contact information is located in this newsletter.
You can phone, email or write. Feel free to send your
ideas and comments to my attention and I will personally respond to it. I thank you in advance.
HAPPY !EW YEAR to all.
Bob Palazzola

949-631-5918

DATE: January 2015

E-mail address: cmhistory@sbcglobal.net

Mark Your 2015 Calendars
Sunday Speaker Programs
These programs will resume on February 15th, 2015.
The speaker will be announced in the February newsletter.
Sunday speaker programs are held at the Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., !orthwest
Corner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm; Program begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating is limited.
Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us
on Facebook.

Special Events
Friday, Jan. 16th: Costa Mesa Historical Society Installation Dinner at the Captain’s Table, OCC, at 6pm. All reservations must
be received by January 6th. No payments
will be accepted at the door. This year’s
featured presentation will be: “The
Quasquicentennial of Orange County
with Phil Brigandi—Where we've been
and how we got here.” (See the flier for all of the details and
the mail-in reservation form.)

Adobe Schedule
On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the Diego Sepulveda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave is open from 12 to 4pm.
Individuals and groups can make appointments to tour the
Adobe by calling 949-631-5918.
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870
Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing address.
Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by
appointment. Our mailing address is: Costa Mesa Historical
Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Questions?Call
949-631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on
Facebook.

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS A&GELES COU&TY, CALIFOR&IA, MARCH 2, 1889

Alvin and Lucy Pinkley: Part 5
This “He Said, She Said” story complements its subjects perfectly
and tells a vast panoramic view of how Costa Mesa evolved from
1933 to 1978. It is taken from two interviews by Mary Ellen Goddard conducted as part of the Oral History Project of the Costa
Mesa Historical Society to celebrate the 25th or Silver Anniversary
of the incorporation of Costa Mesa.

As we left off on the Pinkley Story in the August Newsletter
we saw that the “The Sixties” were big years for Costa Mesa:
In 1963 the Diego Sepulveda Adobe (Estancia Adobe) and the
surrounding five-acre site were given to the City of Costa Mesa
by members of the Segerstrom family and the small group who
transformed it into a museum became the Costa Mesa Historical Society; two school districts merged to become Newport
Mesa Unified School District; and, the Segerstrom Family
opened South Coast Plaza with May Company and Sears as its
anchoring stores.

&ewport Mesa Unified School District
The District, mainly serving the cities of Newport Beach and
Costa Mesa, was founded on July 1, 1966. It currently serves
approximately 22,500 at twenty-two elementary schools, two
intermediate schools, four high schools, one alternative education center, and one adult education center.

South Coast Plaza

Alvin was there to see the development of South Coast Plaza
and knew how the mall’s sales tax would help further develop
Costa Mesa. “The Segerstrom family had been here since the
turn of the century and farmed two or three thousand acres of
lima beans—they were the largest lima bean grower in the
world. They just loved to farm. Two key stores were needed
to anchor the new mall and those two became Sears and May
Co.; when this was accomplished South Coast Plaza became
the first covered mall in existence.” He went on to explain how
the a third of the sales tax from South Coast Plaza enabled the
City to build a new city hall on Fair Drive. There were other
improvements made to the city too.
Around that time the City wanted to start paving the streets
around the city. Costa Mesans paid for street work in front of
their homes: they were charged by the city and could pay it off
in 10 years; prices varied from $250 to $500 and this included
drainage, curb and gutters. Alvin said there was very little resistance when this request was made by the city because the
citizens realized this work really improved their properties.
“But this was the people of Costa Mesa in those days. They
were solid, solid people. And we couldn’t have done without
them at all,” he said.
South Coast Plaza and the Segerstroms were instrumental in
developing the Town Center area of Costa Mesa which includes the areas surrounding The Westin Hotel, Noguchi Garden, South Coast Repertory and the Segerstrom Center for the
Arts. Just recently at the March 18th City Council meeting
South Coast Plaza executive Werner Escher presented the city
with an oversized cardboard check for $14,050,000 symbolizing a year’s worth of sales tax revenue. (Picture: Column 1 shows

In March 1967, members of the Segerstrom family, most notably, Harold (Hal) T. Segerstrom, Jr. and cousin, Henry
Segerstrom opened a shopping center called "South Coast
Plaza" in one of the family's lima bean fields in rapidly growing Orange County. Originally anchored by a May Company
that had opened in late 1966 and Sears.
In March 2006, the Robinson's May store, historically the
first store at South Coast Plaza as the May Company, was South Coast Plaza’s two anchoring stores; (notice the wide open fields
surrounding that area); Picture: Column 2: shows how undeveloped the
closed as part of its merger with Macy’s and re-opened as
Mesa !orth area was in 1967) (To be continued)
Bloomingdales in May 2007. South Coast Plaza is still privately held by the Segerstrom family (and the second largest
Costa Mesa Historical Society &ews
family-owned center in the United States behind the Mall of
Volunteer Holiday Potluck
America), and so is one of the few shopping centers in the
The
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was spruced up holiday-style by
United States that have not been purchased by a Real Estate
some
of
our
volunteers
who felt “majorly” elfish
Investment Trust/REIT.
around
the
beginning
of
December—the motiSouth Coast Plaza continuously brings in approximately 24
vation of which was partly due to the anticipation
of the annual Volunteer’s Holiday Potluck. The
potluck took place Dec. 7th and the camaraderie and good cheer abounded throughout the museum. The food was absolutely
delicious with a great variety to please
every person’s pallet. Terry Shaw read a
humorous “down memory lane” poem
which compared the things we did then
with what children do today. The highmillion visitors annually. The shopping center has about 2.8
light of the afternoon was a Select A Prize
million square feet (260,000 m²) of gross leasable area and
game with the wonderful gifts provided
over 250 stores, making it one of the largest shopping centers
by
Bob and Mari Palazzola. Since they
in the United States. Its stores generate revenue of nearly 1.5
(see Holiday Potluck on page 3)
billion dollars per year, making it the highest grossing center in
the United States. In 2004, South Coast Plaza received the Fed(Pictures: Top: Santa welcomes the guests
eral Trademark as "The Ultimate Shopping Resort". (From
coming to the Volunteer Potluck; 2nd: Dave
Wikepedia/Today) (Pictures above from 1967: Left: South Coast
Gardner and Terry Shaw; 3rd: Susan Weeks
Plaza’s first two anchoring stores; Right: South Coast Plaza in the
and Eric Kelsen; 4th: Dana Kurzbard-Kelsen, Art Goddard and
background, surrounded by the undeveloped Mesa !orth area. )
Eric Kurzbard)

Holiday Potluck continued

In Memoriam
were on a River Cruise on
the Danube, their stand-ins
were Dana KurzbardKelsen, her husband Eric
and her brother Jacob.
They were so entertaining
that everyone was laughing
and clapping, evidence that
they were having the time of
their lives. A great time was
had by all in the place which
brought these friendships
together. (Pictures, all from

Former Costa Mesa Mayor Jack Hammett
On December 13th Jack Hammett died in
his home at the age of 94. The long time
Costa Mesa resident was well-known as he
spent 15 years on the city’s Planning Commission and City Council. He helped with
many important civic projects. Prior to his
civic career Jack spent 22 years active duty
in the United States Navy hospital corps,
serving in both World War II and the Korean War. Jack was
very active in the Freedom Committee of Orange County
which formed in 1995 and originally held their meetings in
the Society’s Museum. At our November’s Sunday Speaker
Program he acknowledged our Society by saying, “The birthplace of the Committee was at the Costa Historical Society.
Since then our veterans have spoken to over 200,000 stu-

left: Top: Mary Ellen Goddard,
Jan Rovan, Kathy Bequette and
Tess Bernstein; 2nd: Sid Hallburn, Terry and Marilyn Shaw,
and Jesse Bequette; 3rd: Tess
Bernstein, Gladys Refakes,
Cindy Humphreys, and !ancy dents.”(Some Information from the Daily Pilot.) (A Memorial
Pedersen; 4th: Volunteers enjoy article about Jack will be featured in our February newsletter.)
their dinner and camaraderie
with one another; 5th: dinner
continues; Kathy and Jesse
Are Your Dues Overdue?
Bequette; 5th: beautiful gift
bags conceal mystery prizes;
Your dues are important because they help to support the
Jacob, Dana and Eric lead the
Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your
fun game.)

Dues Expiration Date by looking on YOUR &EWSLETTER
LABEL...it is there to the right of your name... as a reminder. If
your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum (see
mailing address on page 1); Attention: Susan Weeks. Or

drop by in person on a Thursday or a Friday from 10am
to 3pm.

HEROES HALL PROJECT
Below is an artist’s rendition of the proposed military museum on the Orange County Fairgrounds. The building, which
was the former Memorial Gardens Building, will be repurposed as a military museum, paying tribute to all of the five military services. If you would like to know more about this project, you can email: heroeshall@ocfair.com.
If you have any questions or comments you can email me, Bob Palazzola, at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or give me a call
at 949-631-5918. For those of you who do not use a computer, please mail your questions or comments to:

Bob Palazzola
SAAAB Wing
P.O.Box 1764
Costa Mesa,CA92628
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— Membership Form —
&ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________

Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing
Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member
SAAAB Wing Life Member

$ 1000.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

