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President’s Message
Volunteering
At our monthly program
in April, I explained to our
audience our need for volunteers for some of our ongoing and special projects. One
gentleman asked what kind
of projects do we need help
with. So I thought I would
refresh everyone's memory
and use the wording from
one of our volunteer information notices.
The Costa Mesa Historical Society is an all-volunteer organization. Everything we accomplish is done by our volunteers. These volunteers have ranged in age from 12 to the
late 80's. A wide variety of talents are necessary and needed
to complete our many projects. The talents and skills sought
include, but are not limited to: caring for collections, researching, library work, membership, public speaking, record keeping, publicity, computer input, photo identification
and scanning, answering phones, greeting guests, conducting tours, working on a committee, Docent duty, secretarial
and clerical skills, accounting, business practices, housekeeping, fundraising, baking, writing, exhibit design and
layout, web design and upkeep, carpentry and other trades,
working with both adults and children are all in need.
Time given to Society business ranges from a few hours
to several days a week as well as one-time special projects.
Most importantly, we train volunteers as necessary for
tasks that require special knowledge. Please consider
becoming a volunteer and come in and chat with us.

Thank you,
Bob Palazzola

949-631-5918

DATE: June 2015

E-mail address: cmhistory@sbcglobal.net

Mark Your 2015 Calendars
Sunday Speaker Programs
Sunday, June 28th, Speaker:
Craig MacDonald will be making his
presentation on the Reverend James
Caldwell, “the Fighting Parson of the
American Revolution”. (“Sunday Speaker”
continued on page 2 and see complete details in
enclosed flier)

There will be no Sunday Speaker Program in July.

Sunday, August 16th Program: "The History
of the Scarecrow Festival.” Normally we do not
have speakers during the summer months of July and August; however, this year we will host "The History of the
Scarecrow Festival” in August. (see “August Sunday Speaker
Program Added” on page 3.)

Sunday speaker programs, unless otherwise noted, are
held at the Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870
Anaheim Ave., -orthwest Corner of Lions Park Complex.
Doors open at 2pm; Program begins 2:30. Please arrive
early as seating is limited. Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-631-5918, email us at
cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook.
ew Requirement For Attending Sunday Speaker
Programs: ow reservations will be needed for attending
our popular Sunday Speaker Programs. For reasons of
safety, we need to limit occupancy in our museum at any one
time. So please call the Society anytime at 949-631-5918 and
(See “-ew Requirement” continued on page 2)

Special Events
Adobe Schedule: On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the
Diego Sepulveda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave is open from 12 to
4pm. Individuals and groups can make appointments to tour the
Adobe by calling 949-631-5918.

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
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“Sunday Speaker” continued from page 1

Reverend Parson is Craig’s great-great-great-greatgrandfather, whose heroic actions helped America split
from England. A Pulitzer Prize nominee Craig is a member of the national history honor society as well as the
author of 18 books on the west.
“-ew Requirement” continued from page 1
let us know how many will be attending. Or call Thursday or
Friday between the hours of 10am and 3pm and talk to one of
our volunteers who will register you for the program. We will
then hold your reservations until 2:20pm the day of the
program.

A Costa Mesa Memoir
There’s a Depression Going On?
Well, according to Marilyn Braddy Mennes, who was 9
years old in 1936, in the midst of the Great Depression,
there was nothing but the fun activities of growing up.
Her family came to Costa Mesa
in 1920 and, now at the age of
88, she looks back fondly on her
youth. Here is one of several
written reminiscences she recently contributed to the Costa
Mesa Historical Society. Editor’s -ote: The Braddy Family
was very well known in Costa
Mesa and was active in many
civic activities. For many years
the local business men would
meet at Braddy’s Barber Shop and discuss incorporating
the city. It wasn’t until Santa Ana and Newport Beach
threatened to annex the area that they decided it was time
to do it. They all chipped in money to file the papers and
get the deed done. (Pictures: Marilyn’s home at 1829 Harbor Blvd in Costa Mesa from 1928 to 1947)

dance!” I hadn’t done it for 65
years.

(Picture on Column 1: The Community Church and open spaces
surrounding it on 19th St. during
Marilyn’s childhood)
Mr. Shade would take us on
nature trips. One time he took
us to a stream near Irvine Park.
He had a Model T. I can’t remember how many of us piled into
it but there were a lot. On the way to Irvine Park there was a
steep hill. We drove about half way up the hill and the car just
couldn’t make it. We all started
chanting in unison “I think I can, I
think I can” to no avail. So not to be
deterred, Mr. Shade backed the car
down the hill, turned it around, and
successfully backed it all the way up.
It was a wonderful experience exploring nature. I remember it was the
first time I saw a salamander.
Once a week, we kids would pile into an old stake type
trailer and off to Newport Beach Bay we would go. Today,
riding like that in the trailer would be banned for safety reasons
but we always made it just fine. No one ever got hurt. A male
friend of my sister, who was four years older than me, taught
me how to swim and ride a bike that summer. Years later, we
would work together at NARMCO, a fishing rod company.
We remained friends until he died some years ago.
We had craft classes and woodworking classes. I was taught
to play the harmonica and could play it well for many years.
One of my grandchildren got a harmonica for Christmas one
year and I found that I couldn’t play it anymore. Some things
do need regular practice! (Pictures: (top) Lloyd Braddy in front of
his -ewport Blvd. Barber Shop/Beauty Salon and (bottom) the
house at 159 Rochester St. where Marilyn was born in the front
bedroom in 1926)

Celebrating 50 Years

Our Historical Society will soon be starting a year of celebrating its founding in August of 1966. Last month our presiThe Works Progress dent’s message included the following request: “One of our
Administration (WPA) projects will be to post personal stories from people and their
came to Costa Mesa pro- families living in Costa Mesa during the past five decades. We are
viding much needed looking for personal stories of people's special or humorous
work. Women worked experiences with our Historical Society activities and/or Board
making clothes and there members (past and present) over the last 50 years. We would also
were building projects all welcome stories from people who were involved with the growth of
Costa Mesa over those years. By telling us your stories you'll be
over town. Strangely, I contributing to the success of this milestone celebration.”
know that those years were hard on our parents but I have
We thank Marilyn Braddy Mennes for her articles and apprenothing but happy memories of them. For the kids of the town, ciate the time she took to let us know more about life in early
these were our growing up years. We had opportunities we Costa Mesa. Please call us here at the Society to be intercouldn’t imagine.
viewed or drop by with your special written stories.
Mr. Keller taught us wood carving. I still have the wooden
Calling all Members!
Indian I made. Mrs. Meyers taught us how to tap dance.
A
50th
Anniversary
committee to plan celebrations throughWhen my granddaughter, Amber, was about three years old,
out
the
year
has
been
established. If you are interested in
some music came on the radio and I went into a dance I had
learned as a nine year old. Her blue eyes got as big as saucers, volunteering or have any ideas for celebratory activities,
contact us.
and my daughter said, “Mom, I didn’t know you could tap

All contact information is in this newsletter on page 3.

Costa Mesa Historical Society ews
OC Prominence in History of Rock “” Roll
Chris Epting presented a lively
and interesting history of Rock ‘n’
Roll in Orange County at the Society’s May 17th Sunday Speaker Program. Over the years Chris realized
that there were many stories that
revealed that Orange County did
indeed figure prominently into the
history of that popular music genre.
His anecdotes from his book were
amazing.
Consider the following: that the
big Rock Concert in 1968 at the OC
Fairgrounds with such super stars as
Jefferson Airplane and more took
place one year before Woodstock;
that the famous Rickenbacker guitars used by the Beatles were made
in Santa Ana in the 1930’s; that
when Leo Fender saw that the Big Band Era was ending,
he started developing guitars and amplifiers for smaller
musical groups also in the 1930’s in Fullerton; and, that
Richard Berry who loved the Santa Ana Rillera Brothers
wrote “Louis Louie” here in Orange County in the dressing room of the Harmony Park Ballroom. The Beatles
heard a special new technique that
they found out Barry Rillera was using
and that sound of “bending a string”
can be heard in Beatle music after
that. And, on and on, which amazed
the audience who didn’t quite equate
Orange County with the history of
Rock and Roll.
As Chris interviewed rock stars for his book he heard
time and time again how fond they were of the area
here….Peter Gabriel found a special moment to slip out
of the famous Golden Bear in Huntington Beach for a
midnight swim after having noticed the coastal beauty
and purchased a boogie board for this occasion, KISS
credits their breakthrough with the Anaheim Convention
Center and The Eagles played backup for Linda Ronstadt
at Disneyland and became this popular group through that
experience. Chris credits Disneyland with their supportive nurturing of having bands appear night after night in
their venues inside the theme park.
Chris’ Golden Bear stories brought back an era that included
many stars such as Steve Martin, Genesis, the Ramones and
many more. Wyland, the famous marine muralist, got his start
there painting walls with Rock Stars. When the Club was torn
down many people bought the bricks and if you see many red,

white and blue ones they are the ones from Wyland’s mural.
Elvis Presley took Karate lessons from Mike Stone in Huntington Beach and Priscilla Presley also boarded the Presley
horses in stables in Huntington Beach. Marvin Gaye’s last
concert before he died was at the Pacific Amphitheater.
Many musicians also told Chris that growing up here in Orange Country was great because many of them came from a
privileged background and their parents let them do what they
wanted to do. They felt the freedom to create their style of
music and there were many little clubs from which they gained
experience and a following. (Pictures: Column 1: top 3

Chris presents his popular topic and the audience listens
intrigued by what they are hearing; last picture: Chris
signs book for Society member -ancy Pedersen.)

Special Visitors Come to the Museum
This week Art Goddard and Tess Bernstein were interviewed by an up and coming Blog “I heart Costa Mesa.”
The author Erin Huffstutter blogs on all things happening
in Costa Mesa. She has lived here for 11 years and loves
Costa Mesa. Tess said, “Art spoke about how we work
and I gave them a tour of the museum. They also had a
tour up at the Adobe.” Erin’s photographer, Brandy
Young, took photos of the Museum and the Adobe. Look
for these to appear soon on iheartcostamesa.com.

August Sunday Speaker Program Added
(continued from page 1)

Following the presentation there will be a
basic 'how to build a scarecrow’ class. The
class will be free but due to our space limitations reservations are encouraged. Learn instructions on creating masterpieces such as
the one accompanying this article. Contact
the Historical Society to save your space.
(Picture: Society member -ancy Pedersen’s 2014 Best of Show Scarecrow Holly Mackerel.)
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870
Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing address. Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by
appointment. Our mailing address is: Costa Mesa Historical
Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628.
Q u e s t i o n s ? C a l l 9 4 9- 6 3 1 - 5 9 18 , e m ai l u s a t
cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook.

Are Your Dues Overdue?
Your dues are important because they help to support the
Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your
Dues Expiration Date by looking on YOUR EWSLETTER
LABEL...it is there to the right of your name... as a reminder.
If your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum (see
mailing address on page 1); Attention: Susan Weeks. Or drop
by in person on a Thursday or a Friday from 10am to 3pm.
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— Membership Form —
ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________

Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing
Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member
SAAAB Wing Life Member

$ 1000.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

