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Mark Your 2015 Calendars
Sunday Speaker Programs
Sunday, August 16th Program: "The History
of the Scarecrow Festival.”

President’s Message
eighborhood Ambassadors Wanted
There are always things happening around Costa Mesa.
Some of these happenings are noticed by residents of the
community, but are just considered a fact of life. However,
more times than not, they are of historic significance to the
city's history and therefore of special interest to the Historical Society. These community events and activities of today
could very well be history in the making.
Our Historical Society can't be everywhere. So it would
be very helpful to us to have some eyes and ears within the
community to report such happenings. That is why we are
looking for members who can act as our eighborhood
Ambassadors who would stay abreast of community events
and happenings in their area. The ambassadors would also
be instrumental in connecting the Historical Society with
residents who are willing to share their photos or other
memorabilia with us.
If you are interested in lending the Historical Society a
much needed helping hand, we must ask that you come in to
meet and talk with us and pick up instructions and guidelines. We cannot cover this on the phone, so no calls please.

Normally we do not have speakers
during the summer months of July and
August; however, this year we will host
"The History of the Scarecrow Festival”
in August. Following the presentation
there will be a basic 'how to build a
scarecrow’ class. The class will be free
but due to our space limitations
reservations are encouraged. Learn how
to create masterpieces such as
“Flora” (left) a vision created out of
gladiolas and chicken wire and other scarecrows made
out of different materials that appeared in the event
originally known as “Carnival of the Scarecrows” from
1938 to 1941. (See Scarecrow Program Preview on page
2)
Sunday speaker programs, unless otherwise noted, are held at the
Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave.,
northwest Corner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm;
Program begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating is limited.
Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-6315918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on
Facebook.

ew Requirement For Attending Sunday Speaker
Programs: ow reservations will be needed for attending
our popular Sunday Speaker Programs. For reasons of
safety, we need to limit occupancy in our museum at any one

(Continued under “6ew Requirement” on page 2)
Thank you, Bob Palazzola

Special Events
The Adobe Schedule is detailed on page 2.

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
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ew Requirement” continued...
time. So please call the Society anytime at 949-631-5918
and let us know how many will be attending. Or call
Thursday or Friday between the hours of 10am and 3pm
and talk to one of our volunteers who will register you for
the program. We will then hold your reservations until
2:20pm the day of the program.

“Adobe Schedule” continued…
Adobe Schedule: On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the
month the Diego Sepulveda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave is
open from 12 to 4pm. Individuals and groups can make
appointments to tour the Adobe by calling 949-6315918.

Scarecrow Program Preview
History of the Scarecrow Festival
The idea of the Scarecrow Festival was first proposed to
the
Costa
M e s a
Chamber of
C om m erce
in April
1938,
according to
the GlobeH e r a l d
News. “The
Carnival of
the Scarec r o w s
would be an
entirely new
idea of California celebrations”.
The headline
read:
Wide Range
of Entries
Possible,
and the article included: “In outlining the scheme, the instigator pointed out the fact the building and clothing of
scarecrow lends itself to a wide variety of original ideas.”
The plan was to bring a new community event unlike
any other, “Entries would not necessarily be of the familiar ragged scarecrow type but would be closely follow the
costumed and masked dummy figures prevalent in OldWorld street carnivals.”
Under Morris Crowley the chair of the new carnival
committee was approved. Donations of prizes poured in
from local businesses. Thirty quarts of milk from Gibson’s Dairy, a magazine from Pink’s Pharmacy, a fancy
ham from Crawley’s Meat Store just to name a few.

The First Annual Carnival of
Scarecrows took place on June 4th
1938. A conservative estimate was
25,000 to “view the grotesque exhibits.” 7,500 attended a dance
party held later in the evening. The
event was such a success the Santa
Ana Journal and the Newport Balboa Time reported on the extraordinary carnival. People came from all
over the area to attend this unique
festival.
By the spring of 1939 Scarecrow
fever was rearing up. Now known
as “Carnival Day” a barbeque and
dance were held at the American
Legion Hall. This same year, a local high school student Barbara
Matson was on the cover of Look
magazine and was crowned Carnival Day Queen. It was reported in
the Globe-Herald 20,000 people
crowded the Downtown of Newport Blvd. and Harbor all day and
into the evening. “Despite ordinarily abundant parking, thousands of
visitors were forced to content
themselves with driving slowly past the scarecrow exhibits.” Boy Scout troop 6 and State Highway Patrol kept
1500 cars per hour moving along the Boulevard between
Broadway and Rochester Street.
By 1940 Carnival Day a Palomino Saddle Horse show
and kids pet parade were added to the festivities. It was
anticipated that the entries were to double and many rivalries rose up to “out do” with the best entry.
The fourth annual “Scarecrow Carnival” was planned to
take place not in early June due to heavy rains that had
forced other events in the area to be postponed. The date
was set on August 30th 1941. By this year Costa Mesa
Scarecrow Carnival had become nationally known with
reports in the Christian Science Monitor and two other
magazines featuring the event. Once again the large
crowd of 15,000 people descended on Downtown.
As the Scarecrow Carnival Committee was planning the 5th
annual carnival the fog of war would derail any further festivals. 1941 was the last year the carnival was held. As of this

writing there is no documentation who or when The
Scarecrow Carnival was renamed the Scarecrow Festival.
(Pictures: Column 1: top: Men of Fittings appearing in the
first Carnival of the Scarecrows in 1938 created by Viele
Brothers Plumbing; bottom: Scarecrow of Constable Bill
Ponting —left— and “Uncle Sam”; Column 2 top and bottom
are other creative entries that caught great attention on 6ewport Blvd.)

Memories Reveal Our Historical Past
Lois Whitton Tanner recently gave us some historical
impressions when she recalled her childhood years living
in Costa Mesa between 1948 and 1955. “I lived in an
adobe house on Wilson Street and attended Lindberg
School. Even though I was pretty young, living in Costa
Mesa left a big impression on me. I have so many good
memories of my years in Costa Mesa. My mother
worked for a while at Christensen’s Drug Store (which
was on Newport for a couple of years) where I had my
first-ever hot fudge sundae at that counter. I know that
Mom attended Orange Coast College one time while she
was trying to get a job. My Dad did some commercial
fishing for a while and we spent a lot of time at Newport
and Balboa…I even walked to the beach, yes all the way
from 19th Street. But most of the time we took the bus. I
have very fond memories of the Orange County Fair--the
rides, the ostrich races, the treats like pink popcorn and
cotton candy, and kewpie dolls. No one does a fair up
right like Orange County did back then. I will never forget the Fish Fry. We looked forward to that all year. After the Fish Fry we would go over to the swings.” Lois
was a Brownie and a Girl Scout here. Her past times included roller skating, riding her bike, and making clothes
for her paper dolls. In conclusion she thanked the Historical Society for preserving so much of our city’s past.
Recently on her way to San Diego to visit her daughters,
she and her husband visited Costa Mesa. “I was not about
to miss the chance of being in Costa Mesa again. Some
of the things I wanted to see are gone now, but they live
on in my memories. Thank you so much for the job that
you are doing to preserve so many things for others to
enjoy.”

Anniversary year. The Chair is Dana Kurzbard Kelsen
and other members include Mary Ellen Goddard, Nancy
Pedersen, Susan Weeks, Tess Bernstein, Gladys Refrakes
and Annette Watson as well as Kathy Bequette, Beth Refrakes, Erick Kelsen, Jacob Dixon, Art Goddard, Dave
Rusher and Bob Palazzola.

Please save these important 50th Anniversary Year
dates:
Sunday, Sept. 20th is the
date of our first event which
which will take place at the
Neighborhood Community Center
and the Museum (see Invitation
for all of the details);

Sunday April 3rd, 2016
from 2 to 4:30pm at the Costa
Mesa Historical Society; and,
Sunday August 28th 2016
from 2 to 6pm at the Diego
Sepulveda Adobe.

Thank You, Copy4Less
Our newsletter printer, Copy4Less at 4360 Campus
Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 near the John Wayne
Airport, is discounting our printing costs throughout our
50th Anniversary Year. Their phone number is (949)2528960. Thank you so much for this; we appreciate this
very much, Copy4Less.

In Search of More Sponsors

Dear Members, Please remember The Society Our Society is looking for sponsors to help us create our
would love to document some of your special very special events throughout the year. If you or a busimemories...
ness you know would like to help us with donations and

Want to be part of something special?
We are setting up something special for our September
program. This program will begin our year long celebration of the Historical Society's 50th anniversary (1966 2016).
We are looking for some of you loyal and enthusiastic
helpers who would like to be part of this special event and
assist with some of the tasks to make this a successful
event. Just call us at 949-631-5918 and we'll put you
down on the list.

50th Anniversary Committee Update
The Anniversary Committee is working hard to create
special events to commemorate the Society’s 50th

discounts, please let us know. As a non-profit our budget
is very limited so additional financial assistance will be
greatly appreciated.
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870
Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing address.
Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by appointment.
Our mailing address is: Costa Mesa Historical Society P.O. Box
1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Questions?Call 949-631-5918, email
us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook.

Are Your Dues Overdue?
Your dues are important because they help to support the
Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your
Dues Expiration Date by looking on YOUR EWSLETTER
LABEL...it is there to the right of your name... as a reminder.
If your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum (see
mailing address above); Attention: Susan Weeks. Or drop by
in person on a Thursday or a Friday from 10am to 3pm.
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— Membership Form —
ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________

Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing
Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member
SAAAB Wing Life Member

$ 1000.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

