
Fairview Register 
Monthly Publication of the Costa Mesa Historical Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
Member: Conference of California Historical Societies, National Trust for Historic  

Preservation & American Association for State and Local History 

VOLUME:  160  No. 25   EDITOR: Annette Watson     949-631-5918            DATE:  September 2015 
Website address: www.costamesahistory.org                 E-mail address: cmhistory@sbcglobal.net 

FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS A�GELES COU�TY, CALIFOR�IA, MARCH 2, 1889 

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 

President’s Message 

Here today............ 
 

   Many years ago, and we are talking late 60's, there 
was this building in Ontario, California on Euclid 
street. It was decades old at the time and an architec-
tural gem with it's decorative facade. Every time I 
passed it, I'd say to myself "I've got to get a picture of 
that building". Well, as you might have guessed, that 
lovely building was eventually demolished due to city 
expansion and development. It was a lesson for me that 
what is here today may be gone tomorrow.  
   I went back east last year to my home town. I made it 
a point to take pictures of the house I was born in, the 
church and schools I attended sixty plus years ago. I 
was fortunate in that all were still standing. Each of my 
daughters are happy to have those pictures. 
   Old pictures can tell many stories. However, there 
are buildings, structures and places of interest that only 
exist in the memory of some people. Some of those 
memories cannot be shared anymore because of health 
issues or death.     For prosperity sake, they should be 
shared. 
   I bring up this issue now and then because we at the 
Historical Society cannot over emphasize the fact that 
once something is gone, it is gone. We want your help. 
So take a moment and ask yourself if you have some-
thing to share. We want to preserve as much as we can 
about Costa Mesa's history because the clock is tick-
ing.  
 

Thank you,  Bob Palazzola 

 

 Mark Your 2015 Calendars 
*Sunday Speaker Programs 

There will be no October Sunday Speaker Program in 
Oct. due to the Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival.  The next 

Sunday Speaker Program will be �ovember 15th. 

 

50th Anniversary Celebrations 
Sunday, Sept. 20th is the date of our first event which  
which will take place at the Neighborhood Community 

Center and the Mu-
seum (see Invitation 

for all of the details);   
   Sunday April 3rd, 

2016 from 2 to 4:30pm 
at the Costa Mesa His-

torical Society; and,     
   Sunday August 28th 

2016 from 2 to 6pm at  the  Diego Sepulveda Adobe. 

 

Special Events 

Saturday & Sunday, October 17th and 18th: 
Orange County Model Engineers (OCME) will hold their 3rd 
Annual Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival on 10/17 and 
10/18 at the Goat Hill Junction of Fairview Park on (See 

Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival on page 2) 

 
The Adobe Schedule is detailed on page 3. 
 
*Sunday speaker programs, unless otherwise noted, are held at the 
Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., 

northwest Corner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm; 

Program begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating is limited. 

Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-631-

5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on 

Facebook. 

*�ew Requirement For Attending Sunday Speaker 

(Continued under “2ew Requirement” on page 2)  



“Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival” continued… 

Placentia. Festival hours are 10am to 3pm both days.  
   For contest registration and information go to 
ocmetrains.org/costamesahistory.org; costamesascare-
crowfestival@gmail.com; on facebook costamesascare-
crows; or phone (949)436-5460.  2015 Supporters include 
the Costa Mesa Historical Society, Costa Mesa Newport 
Harbor Lions Club, and the City of Costa Mesa. This is a 
free community event for the whole family which in-
cludes the following activities:  train and fire truck rides, 
face painting and rocketeers. For minimal fees the follow-
ing are available:  Scarecrow contest, pumpkin picking 
and food and treats.  Contest categories include spookiest, hu-

morous, science and tech, best traditional, best of Costa Mesa, pro-

tect and defend (military, police, fire), best business, best in show,  

people’s choice, and best school.  The last time to enter the contest 

will be Friday Oct. 16 from 12 to 5pm at the station.  If your scare-

crow has been  registered before it can be brought to the train site 

on Saturday the Oct. 17th from 8am-10am. After that there will be 

no more entries. Judging will begin at 11:00 am on Saturday. 

 

“�ew Requirement” continued... 

Programs: �ow reservations will be needed for attending 

our popular Sunday Speaker Programs. For reasons of 
safety, we need to limit occupancy in our museum at any one 
time. So please call the Society anytime at 949-631-5918 and 
let us know how many will be attending. Or call Thursday or 
Friday between the hours of 10am and 3pm and talk to one of 
our volunteers who will register you for the program. We will 
then hold your reservations until 2:20pm the day of the 
program. 
 

Was That a Cattle Drive in our City?  
    It sure was during 
the 125th Anniver-
sary of the OC Fair 
on the morning of 
Saturday August 
8th, spanning 2.5 
miles down Adams 

to Mesa Verde 
East to Harbor 
to Fair and into 
t h e  f a i r -
grounds.  It 
was so exciting 
to see 200 

head of cattle walk by 
guided by 80 horse riders. 
As my grandchildren and I 
joined a small group that 

sat to 
watch 
t h i s 
spec-
tacle  

turn the corner at Harbor and Fair we felt that total Midwestern 
community spirit that our city is so famous for.   People 
clapped and cheered.  The Cattle Drive had not taken place 
since 2008. Joining the Drive were a team of oxen and 7 wag-
ons filled with riders. (Pictures on Column 1: Annette, Joseph 

and Abigail  Watson; people in anticipation; Beverly Clay from 

Cherry Valley and Clayton Rutherford from Banning—he had fam-

ily members in the the parade; here they come; beautiful cattle; 

beautiful horses; a wagon; and, the impressive oxen.) 

Costa Mesa Historical Society �ews 

Descendants of Gabe Allen Visit the Adobe 
   When the telephone rings at the Historical Society, odds are 
it’s a telemarketer, a robo call, or other distraction – but not 
this time.  When the telephone rang on Wednesday, Aug 5, it 
was a wonderful surprise to hear a voice saying, “We are three 

great, great grand-
daughters of Gabe 
Allen here at the 
Adobe.  Can we 
make an appoint-
ment to see the 
Adobe now?”  Our 
reply, “Sure thing! 
We’ll be there in 
15 minutes.” 

   Gabe Allen was responsible for enclosing the Estancia Adobe 
within a wood-frame ranch house structure – an unintended but 
fortuitous act of historical preservation responsible for the sur-
vival of the adobe.  The three great, great granddaughters were 
visiting from Nevada and were pursuing a genealogy trail that 
took them to San Diego, Costa Mesa, and then on to Los Ange-
les. Photo caption:  Three great, great granddaughters of 

Gabe Allen visited the Estancia Adobe on August 5, l-r: 

Prano “Donna” Amjadi, Barbara Dapcic, Kathy Dapcic.  A 

portrait of Gabe Allen appears over Kathy’s shoulder. 
 

Congratulations go to… 
   Our Historical Society’s service award honorees.  At our Au-

gust program the following members received service awards:  

Sid Halburn (15 years); Kathy Bequette (4000 hours total so 

far); Mary Ellen and Art Goddard (1000 hours each for this 

year); Helen Humphreys (25years); and Gladys Refakes 

(28years).  We appreciate these members for all they have done 

for our society through-

out the years.  They are 

amazing and so  very 

inspiring to all of us.  

(Photos:  top left:  Kathy 

Bequette; top right:  

Gladys Refakeus; 

and, bottom:  Art 

and Mary Ellen 

Goddard and Bob 

Palazzola) 



August Program Features Scarecrow 

Workshop 

   T h i s 
year the 
His tor i -
cal Soci-
ety spon-
sored an 
A u g u s t 

M e e t i n g 

which was 
presen ted 
by our own 
Tess Bern-
stein, the 

Society’s resident Scarecrow Fes-
tival specialist.  Years ago while 
she was working with photo-
graphs she constantly came 
across these pictures with odd 
looking characters in them.  
“Finally I asked my mentor Mary 

Ellen Goddard what these 
were all about and that is 
how I discovered all about 
this Festival which was 
started in 1938 and abruptly 
ended in 194l when the 
United States became in-

volved in World War II,” she ex-
plained.  Tess brought this festi-
val idea to the attention of The 
City and three years ago when 
Orange County Model Engineers 
became involved this new Scare-
crow and Pumpkin Festival origi-
nated, based on our history’s first 

nationwide event—the Scarecrow Carni-
val.       This month’s meeting also fea-
tured a “how to build a scarecrow” work-
shop which was held outdoors beside the 
Museum.  Everyone enjoyed Tess’ “Bag 
of Scarecrow tricks” and learned that 
building a scarecrow wasn’t that hard af-
ter all. (Pictures:  Tess and Holly Mack-

erel—Best of Show of last year’s contest—during the Festival 

presentation; the Governor of Goat Hill greets the audience 

into the workshop area; participants start Tess’ lessons; Tess 

and an easy to assemble hand; Tess and her sample heads—

blondie was Goldie TeWinkle from 2013 Festival; Dana 

Kurzbard-Kelsen shows an easy to assemble body; and, fi-

nally Tess demonstrates how you display your completed 

masterpiece for the contest.) 

50th Anniversary Committee Update 
   Look for all the special 
touches that are promoting 
our big 50th Celebration 
year.  There are our wonder-
ful “Flashback” invitations 
posted around the Museum, 
there are the beautiful cele-
bratory stickers that will be 

appearing on our monthly newsletters and the terrific banner 
that now welcomes everyone into the Museum...a bigger repli-
cation of the newsletter stickers.    There will be more to 
come...so keep your ears and eyes open… 

 

Museum Clean-Up Party for 9/20 Event 
   We are having a Museum Clean-Up Party on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12th starting at 10am and going throughout the day.  
Come and bring your own lunch.  Call to sign up or email us 
our email address...information is at the bottom of this page. 

    

Coming �ext �ewsletter: Special DAR Event 

hosted at the Adobe. 

Thank You, Copy4Less 
   Our newsletter printer, Copy4Less at 4360 Campus Drive, 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 near the John Wayne Airport, is 
discounting our printing costs throughout our 50th Anniversary 
Year.  Their phone number is (949)252-8960.  Thank you so 
much for this; we appreciate this very much, Copy4Less.  

 

In Search of More Sponsors 
   Our Society is looking for sponsors to help us create our very 
special events throughout the year.  If you or a business you 
know would like to help us with donations and discounts, 
please let us know.  As a non-profit our budget is very limited 
so additional financial assistance will be greatly appreciated. 

 

“Adobe Schedule” continued… 
Adobe Schedule: On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the 

Diego Sepulveda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave is open from 12 to 4pm. 

Individuals and groups can make appointments to tour the Adobe 

by calling 949-631-5918. 

Are Your Dues Overdue? 
   Your dues are important because they help to support the 
Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your Dues 

Expiration Date by looking on YOUR �EWSLETTER LABEL...it 
is there to the right of your name... as a reminder. If your dues are 

due, just send a check to our Museum (see mailing address below); 
Attention: Susan Weeks. Or drop by in person on a Thursday or a 
Friday from 10am to 3pm. 

 
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870 

Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing address. 

Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by appointment. 

Our mailing address is: Costa Mesa Historical Society P.O. Box 

1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Questions?Call 949-631-5918, email 

us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook. 



 

Costa Mesa Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1764 

Costa Mesa CA  92628 
 

 

— Membership Form — 
 

 

 

�ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 
 

 

 

Membership Categories    

Annual  Special  
Individual $  15.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 1000.00 
Family $  20.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $     10.00 
Student (under 16) $    5.00 SAAAB Wing Life Member $     50.00 
Contributing $  50.00   

Business & Professional $ 100.00   
Public Agency $ 100.00   

Benefactor $ 250.00   

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 

COSTA MESA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O BOX 1764 
COSTA MESA, CA. 92628 
Phone (949) 631-5918 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
SANTA ANA,CA 
PERMIT NO. 4352 


