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Mark Your 2015 Calendars
*Sunday Speaker Programs

What's in a ame?
There are quite a number of names in Costa Mesa
that people are familiar with, but may not know their
origin. So I thought I would mention a few.
I'm sure that most of you know that there once existed the boom town of Fairview (1880's), which was
located within the boundaries of present day Costa
Mesa. One of the first original investors in the town of
Fairview was Irvin Bristol, for which Bristol Street is
named after. M. A. Baker and H. H. Wakeham were
two individuals that bought land in the area. Wakeham not only has a street named after him, but also
one of the Mesa Water’s wells. The name of our newsletter that you are reading now was taken from the first
local newspaper from that time titled "The Fairview
Register" first published May 5th, 1888.
TeWinkle Park is named after Charles TeWinkle,
who was the first Mayor of Costa Mesa when we became a city in 1953. Rochester Street is named after
athaniel orman Rochester, who was killed October 8th, 1918 in battle during WWI in the Argonne
Forest, France. He was with, what became known as,
the Lost Battalion.
The buildings that are on either side of the main mall
at the O.C. Fairgrounds are named Costa Mesa, Santa
Ana Pavilion, Huntington Beach, Anaheim and Los
Alamitos. These are the names of all the cities that the
Orange County Fair has been held at during it's 125
year history.
So what's in a name? Check it out, there may be a lot
more to a name than you think. It can be fun and you'll
learn some history.
Thank you, Bob Palazzola

There will be no Sunday Speaker Program this
month due to the Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival. The
next Sunday Speaker Program will be ovember
15th.

50th Anniversary Celebrations
Sunday April 3rd, 2016 from
2 to 4:30pm at the Costa Mesa
Historical Society; and,

Sunday August 28th 2016
from 2 to 6pm at the Diego Sepulveda Adobe.

Special Events
Saturday & Sunday, October 17th and 18th:
Orange County Model Engineers (OCME) will hold their 3rd
Annual Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival at the
Goat Hill Junction of Fairview Park. (See Scarecrow and
Pumpkin Festival on page 2 and the additional information that
is included in the enclosed flier.)

The Adobe Schedule
On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the Diego Sepulveda
Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave. is open from 12 to 4pm. Individuals
and groups can make appointments to tour the Adobe at other
times by calling 949-631-5918. On regular open days, no appointment is necessary because the docents are there already.
*Sunday speaker programs, unless otherwise noted, are held at
the Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave.,
northwest Corner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm;
Program begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating is limited.
Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-6315918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on
Facebook.

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS AGELES COUTY, CALIFORIA, MARCH 2, 1889

“Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival” continued…
Placentia. Festival hours are 10am to 3pm both days.
Go to ocmetrains.org or costamesahistory.org and download
the rules and registration form. Or check FB at costamesascarecrows or call (949) 436-5460 (leave a message). 2015 Supporters include the Costa Mesa Historical Society, Costa Mesa
Newport Harbor Lions Club, and the City of Costa Mesa. This
is a free community event for the whole family which includes
the following activities: train rides, face painting and rocketeers; and, new this year a historical walking tour of the
grounds. For minimal fees the following are available: Scarecrow contest, pumpkin picking, food and treats and fire truck
rides (with the fees going to charities). Contest categories include spookiest, humorous, science and tech, best traditional, best
of Costa Mesa, protect and defend (military, police, fire), best business, best in show, people’s choice, and best school. The last time

to enter the contest will be Friday Oct. 16 from 12 to 5pm at
the station. If your scarecrow has been registered before it
can be brought to the train site on Saturday the Oct. 17th
from 8am-10am. After that there will be no more entries.
Judging will begin at 11:00 am on Saturday.
“So let’s get your entry forms in and become a part of the
community event that brings creativity, camaraderie and fun to
your weekend. Special thanks must go to Costa Mesa Historical Society for keeping and caring for this historical—and
some might say hysterical—festival, also to Gina (graphics)
and Justin, Yvette and Kevin from the City of Costa Mesa for
all their support,” said Tess Bernstein, Festival Chairperson.

Costa Mesa Historical Society ews
Historical Society Elections
The Costa Mesa Historical Society will be holding elections
for Officers and Board members at the ovember 15th Sunday Speaker Program. Anyone interested in being a candidate
should
contact
us
by
October
20th.

50th Anniversary Committee Update
On Sept. 4th the Committee
strolled “field trip style” over to
the Neighborhood Community Center to look at the Adams Room and
plan the layout of the first big
event. It was exciting to talk about the centerpieces, the special
displays, the new photo opportunity banner, the placement of
the podium, microphones, the table for the guest speakers and,
of course, the refreshment tables The whole meeting brought
everyone feeling closer to what this year is all about: Honoring
what the Society has accomplished over the last 50 years.

carpet cleaners were “erasing” even
the dirtiest spots. Even the shredder
was emptied! Lunch time was welcomed and the busy workers enjoyed
munching and crunching and, of
course, talking—especially with anticipation of the upcoming event!

(Pictures Clockwise from left: Kathy
Bequette, Tess Bernstein, Dave Rusher,
Erick Kelsen and Mary Ellen Goddard )

Celebration # 1: “Flashback” to 1966

And a great “walk down memory lane” it was on September 20th as
presentations by Helen and Cindy Humphreys and Hank Panian carried us back to the very beginning of the Costa Mesa Historical Society. Being the only two living members of that prestigious original
group of volunteers who worked tirelessly for three years to restore
the Adobe and form the nucleus of what became the Costa Mesa Historical Society in 1966 they were the perfect people to explain what
has happened over the last 50 years. Helen, a Life member of the
Society, is a seventh generation Californian and she and her daughter
Cindy together have served over 50 years as volunteers for the Society. Hank, a professor at OCC for 34 years and member of Mesa
Water Consolidated for 21 years, has also been very active in the
Society over the last 50 years.
In 1963 the Adobe was donated to the City by the Segerstrom Family and it took 3 years of painstaking research for the renovation project. The City of Costa Mesa and the Women’s group of the Chamber of Commerce cooperated in these efforts. Helen joined the volunteers when Lucy Pinkley learned she was a 7th generation Californian and appointed her assistant secretary of the group.
“I didn’t know exactly what an assistant secretary did, but I soon
found out,” said Helen. She soon found out as people from The City
would call her and ask her to perform various tasks such as cleaning
the Adobe, training the docents who would give tours, help research
native plants to be planted around the Adobe, and set up displays and
exhibits.
Helen looked back to these days with great fondness, “There was
such a tremendous cooperation from The City…we were always
treated so nice and felt welcomed whenever we needed anything
done,” she said. Especially helpful during this time were Charlie
Priest, Joe Jones and Eileen Finney. Helen also helped stellar volunteer Mildred Fisher, who became a bridal consultant at the Adobe,
set up for weddings.
Hank spoke about the Society’s major achievements since 1966.
The first responsibility of the Society was to open The Adobe. It
was opened for weekend tours every Saturday and Sunday of the
month and tours were created that attracted busloads of children who
came to the Adobe on week day field trips. All of these tours were
staffed by a rigorous group of volunteers.

He then went on to discuss the other responsibilities of the Society: the
publication of the “Slice of Orange” by Ed Miller and the initiation of the
That is what can be said about the group that came into the Museum Fairview Register newsletter; Oral History Project for the City’s 25th annion September 12th to get it spruced up for the Historical Society’s versary; the Santa Ana Army Air Base Reunion; the Living Memorial

Small, But Mighty

first Anniversary Event. Vacuum cleaners were blasting away, dust Award to people who have made major contributions to our city;
the Bicentennial Committee, the publication of the Costa Mesa
rags were flying even into the hard to reach spots high and low, and
Quarterly, Booth at the O.C. Fair; Booth at the Fish Fry; Open

Houses at the Adobe with
speakers and exhibits which
now has become Early California Days; in 1981 the acquisition of our Museum, an obsolete bank building (attributed to
City Councilwoman Forma Herzog and City Manager Fred Sorsabal, both who felt the Society needed a place to house their displays
and hold meetings); the development of the Society’s collection of
photos and establishment of a local history library, acquisition of
the Gremlin military drawings; winning the prestigious Disneyland
Award; publication of a new history book of Costa Mesa by Art and
Mary Ellen Goddard; and, revival of the Scarecrow Contest, which
originally began in 1938.
“The Society has accomplished so much during the last 50 years.
Such a tremendous variety of achievements and activities,” Hank
said. He warmly expressed his thanks to Helen for her presentation,
“It was so wonderful to hear all those names of the kindred spirits and
bring back those memories; only you Helen could have remembered
all of that,” he said.
“Flashback” then continued with performances by the “Forever
Young” group (most were in their 80’s and 90’s) which played such
standards as “Sunny Side of the Street,” “All of You” and “God
Bless America” which received a standing ovation. Society member
Sid Halburn, former vaudeville and television entertainer who also
performed with Gene Kelly, treated us with his dancing.
“Flashback” began in the Museum with tours given by Kathy Bequette and Nancy Pedersen. “It was great to see the Museum packed
with people,” said event chairperson Dana Kurzbard-Kelsen.
Throughout “Flashback" event at the Neighborhood Community
Center people also enjoyed background music and a slide show created by Art Goddard and the displays
made by the Society’s Archivist
Mary Ellen Goddard,. Needless to
say, the day devoted to nostalgia provided an apropos kick-off into our
year-long
50 th
Anniversary celebration of the
Costa Mesa Historical Society.

Goddard, Cindy Humphreys, Nancy Pedersen, Jan Rovan, Gladys
Refakes, Beth Refakes, Terry Shaw, Annette Watson, Susan Weeks,
Erick Kelsen, Chris MacDonald, and Dave Rusher. Also thank you to
Jacob Dixon and Sid Halburn for their special help at this event.
A big thanks to Forever Young for providing the wonderful entertainment. Last, but certainly not least, our thanks to our very special
guest speakers; Helen Humphreys and Hank Panian.

Adobe Hosts Big DAR Event

On August 1st the Col. William Cabell Chapter of the DAR celebrated its 65th Anniversary with a picnic and standard flag and banner
ceremony at our historic Estancia Adobe,
where their original
plaque was dedicated
in 1966 and was
placed at the northeast
corner the building.
Society member and a Daughter of the American
Revolution (DAR) member Judith Barnes said that the
event was wonderful, with the appearance of historic
re-enactors portraying General Washington and his wife Martha,
who spoke in the language style of the early days
of our nation’s history. Chapter members welcomed as their guests a brother organization of the
DAR, the Orange County Chapter of the Sons of
the American Revolution. Judith said, “The men
arrived in full revolutionary war regalia and that

General Washington spoke of his war experiences and answered
many questions from the audience.” Also in attendance was Chapman University Professor, Dr. Paul Apodaca, an expert on California
history who spoke of the mission days and the history of the Adobe.
Judith also added, “All attendees enjoyed a bountiful lunch and birthday cake.”

Thank You, Copy4Less
Our newsletter printer, Copy4Less at 4360 Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 near the John Wayne Airport, is discounting
our printing costs throughout our 50th Anniversary Year. Their
phone number is (949)252-8960. Thank you so much for this; we
(Pictures: Top from left: Helen Humphreys, Hank and Barbara Panian appreciate this very much, Copy4Less.
and Cindy Humphreys; next down Forever Young members featuring Society Member Sid Halburn; next down Committee members Bob Palazzola,
Susan Weeks, Dana Kurzbard-Kelsen, Mayor Steve Mensinger, Committee
members Gladys Refakes, Tess Bernstein, Annette Watson, Fancy Pedersen, Council member Sandy Genis, Committee Member Mary Ellen Goddard, Mayor ProTem Jim Righeimer and Committee Member Chris MacDonald; next down from left: Dave Rusher, Gladys Refakes and Louise
Rusher; Jan Rovan and Terry Shaw; and, Jean Amburgey, Dana Kurzbard-Kelsen and “Fanny Bixby”)

Are Your Dues Overdue?
Your dues are important because they help to support the
Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your Dues
Expiration Date by looking on YOUR EWSLETTER LABEL...it
is there to the right of your name... as a reminder. If your dues are
due, just send a check to our Museum (see mailing address below);
Attention: Susan Weeks. Or drop by in person on a Thursday or a
Friday from 10am to 3pm.

From our President
If you didn't attend the 50th Kickoff event on Sunday Sept. 20th,
you really missed out on something special.
I want to thank Dana Kelsen, the 50th celebration committee and
the others listed below for their efforts in the planning, preparation
and participation in this event.
In recognition: Kathy Bequette, Tess Bernstein, Art & Mary Ellen

The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870
Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing address.
Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by appointment.
Our mailing address is: Costa Mesa Historical Society P.O. Box
1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Questions?Call 949-631-5918, email
us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook.
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— Membership Form —
ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________

Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing
Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member
SAAAB Wing Life Member

$ 1000.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

