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President’s Message
Lending a Hand and Making a Difference
Although we are completely immersed in the computer age, preserving, cataloging and recording history
requires the human element. Considering all the projects that we are working on and those that need to be
worked on, it should come as no surprise that we are
always looking for and asking for additional help.
There was a time when all you had to do is ask for help
and people in the community would respond. However, it just isn't that way anymore. People these days
seem to be more active in a variety of activities, but
philanthropic ones are not always on the list.
There was a French-born missionary by the name of
Stephen Grellet (1773 - 1865) who is credited with the
following quote:

"I shall pass through this world but once.
Any good therefore that I can do or any kindness that I can show to any human being, let
me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it
for I shall not pass this way again."
The Historical Society could use a few people like
Mr. Grellet. So could the world for that matter. Any
Grellet types out there? Please come in and talk with
us
Thank you, Bob Palazzola

949-631-5918

DATE: November 2015

E-mail address: cmhistory@sbcglobal.net

Mark Your 2015 Calendar
*Sunday Speaker Programs
Sunday, ovember 15th: In honor
of Veterans Day, The Costa Mesa Historical
Society presents its annual salute to our veterans with...(See “Sunday Speaker Program”
on page 2 and flier for details.)

For community events honoring Veterans
“Honoring Veterans Events” on page 2.

see

Historical Society Elections will also take place at the
+ovember 15th Sunday Speaker Program. (See “Society
Elections” article page 2)

50th Anniversary Celebrations
Sunday April 3rd, 2016 from 2 to
4:30pm at the Neighborhood Community Center; and,
Sunday August 28th 2016 from 2 to
6pm at the Diego Sepulveda Adobe.

Special Events
The Adobe Schedule
On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the Diego Sepulveda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave. is open from 12...(See
“Adobe Schedule” page 3)

*ew Requirement For Attending Sunday Speaker
Programs: ow reservations will be needed for...(See
“+ew Requirement” on page 3)
*Sunday speaker programs, unless otherwise noted, are held at the Costa
Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., northwest Corner
of Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm; Program begins 2:30.
Please arrive early as seating is limited. Free admission and
refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-631-5918, email us at
cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook.

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS AGELES COUTY, CALIFORIA, MARCH 2, 1889

“Sunday Speaker Program” continued...
U.S. Air Corps Technical Sergeant Robert "Bob" D.
Davis, WWII radioman/gunner and POW, who will present his personal history at our program.

Costa Mesa Historical Society ews
Society Elections
Society Elections will take place at the beginning of the
Sunday Speaker Program on Nov. 15th. The election will
take place in public and anyone can nominate someone
from the floor. The Nominating Committee was as follows: The Chairman was Dave Gardner, assisted by Dave
Rusher and Hank Panian. The Slate is Dave Gardner,
President; Terry Shaw, 1st Vice President; Dana Kurzbard-Kelsen, 2nd Vice President; Secretary, Nancy Pedersen; and, Treasurer, Vacant at this time. The Board of
Directors are: Mary Ellen Goddard, Lead archivist; Bob
Palazzola, SAAAB Chair; other board members include
Cindy Humphreys, Dave Rusher, Tess Bernstein and Ed
Baume.

Docents Wanted
Over the years, we have experienced a reduction in the
number of docents to work at the Diego Sepulveda Adobe
Estancia. This has created the need to find more docents.
We are asking for your help and hope that some of our
members will respond. No special experience is required
and we provide the necessary training. With a sufficient
number of docents, a volunteer can expect to put in two
hours every couple of months. Please contact us.

Oh What To Do!
There were
so
many
f a m i l y
friendly activities
for
attendees such as are indicated in the pictures and photo descriptions. All of the
fun action took place at the train station
area and up on the Mesa. (Photos from
the top: Waiting for the train to go up to
the Mesa and Pumpkin Patch activities; By
the train station Costa Mesa Historical Society members—from left— Mary Ellen
Goddard, Annette Watson, Festival Chairperson Tess Bernstein, Cindy Humphreys

and Evie Johnson staff the OCME Hot Dog
stand; a brave young fellow learns to fly at the
Harbor Soaring Society of Costa Mesa booth—
with Chairperson Tess Bernstein listening in
too; having fun at the OCME Bubble/Games/
Arts and Crafts Center; having fun dancing to
the music provided in front of the stage area.
M a n y
families
enjoyed
riding the
fire
en-

Honoring Our Veterans
There are two annual events taking place within the
footprint of the former Santa Ana Army Air Base in Costa
Mesa to honor our Veterans. One will be held on Tuesday, ovember 10th at Orange Coast College at 9:30
AM beginning with a social gathering followed by a special ceremony at 11. The other will be held Thursday,
ovember 11th at he Orange County Fairgrounds 10
AM to 3 PM.
Both are free to the public, and, be sure to thank a Veteran.

2015 Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival
It turned out to be a perfect Fall day for the 2015 Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival at Fairview Park on the weekend of October 17 and 18. Around 4000 people attended
the community event which was sponsored by OCME
(Orange County Model Engineers), the Costa Mesa Historical Society, the City of Costa Mesa, and the Harbor
Area Lions Club.

gine up to the Mesa; of course, the OCME Fundraising
pumpkin patch was inviting to all—with the money being donated to local charities; and, children creating paper rockets
at the AIAA OC Rocketry Organization’s booth and then having the opportunity to launch them)

Creativity Unlimited!
Twenty One scarecrows were entered into the contest and the caliber this year was high level and outstanding. A few offered values espoused by their
creators to deliver “serious content” messages such
as: equality for all under the Constitution; support
our soldiers and our veterans, paying tribute to a
fireman who valiantly served Costa Mesa for over
30 years; showing the effects of war; and, reminding
people to take care of their planet.

(Photos left show Best of Show Winner, Greenlynd
the Pop Star Girl, amazingly created by 6 year old Emily
Huffstutler)

(Photos from
left to right in
each
ro w :
P e o p l e ’s
Choice Award
this year went
to scarecrow
Angelea Regina Corona
de Costa
Mesa and
her El Dia
de Muerto
altar—
honoring
C o s t a
Mesa’s
historical
heritage; the historical society’s scarecrow reminded the community
of its 50th Anniversary; Elvis visits Fairview Park; Best Science
and Technology winner The Martian; Best Business Winner the
Minions; Winner of the Spookiest the Yarn bomber; and, Most Humorous Winner the Cat in the Hat. Photos below from left imparted
values to think
about for attendees:
Standing
on the Side of
Love — and
equality for all
before the Constitution;
Costa
Mesans Support
Our Soldiers and
Veterans; Protect
and Defend entrée was “The Pope” representing Fred Sequin,
a recent retiree from the Costa Mesa Fire Department’ “The
Hollow Men” shows the devastating effects of war from the
T.S.Eliot masterpiece that reminds us the world can end, “not
with a bang but a whimper;” and Mind Your R’s—Reduce,
Recycle, Reuse and remember to use your cloth sacks when
shopping)

50th Anniversary Committee Update
Our next big event will take
place Sunday April 3rd, 2016,
from 2 to 4:30pm at the
Neighborhood Community
Center. The theme, “Show
Your Stars” will have a dual purpose. First Orange
County historical societies will be invited to join our
event to share their areas of expertise as well as explain
how they plan to continue to collect information throughout the next 50 years. Second, attendees will learn how
professional organizations collect historical information
and how they can apply these processes to ensure that
their family background information can be organized to
pass on to posterity. The program will include a round
table introduction of participants, special guest speakers,
and a panel discussion as well as a question and answer
segment. This idea was mentioned by Mary Ellen Goddard and the committee agreed that this would create a

wonderful and meaningful second event. Its symposium
style will be entertaining, educational and totally enlightening for all who attend.

“Adobe Schedule” continued
to 4pm. Individuals and groups can make appointments
to tour the Adobe at other times by calling 949-6315918. On regular open days, no appointment is necessary because the docents are there already.

“ew Requirement” continued
attending our popular Sunday Speaker Programs. For
reasons of safety, we need to limit occupancy in our
museum at any one time. So please call the Society
anytime at 949-631-5918 and let us know how many will
be attending. Or call Thursday or Friday between the
hours of 10am and 3pm and talk to one of our volunteers
who will register you for the program. We will then hold
your reservations until 2:20pm the day of the program.

Thank You, Copy4Less
Our newsletter printer, Copy4Less at 4360 Campus
Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 near the John Wayne
Airport, is discounting our printing costs throughout our
50th Anniversary Year. Their phone number is (949)2528960. Thank you so much for this; we appreciate this
very much, Copy4Less.

In Search of More Sponsors
Our Society is looking for sponsors to help us create our
very special events throughout the year. If you or a business you know would like to help us with donations and
discounts, please let us know. As a non-profit our budget
is very limited so additional financial assistance will be
greatly appreciated.

Are Your Dues Overdue?
Your dues are important because they help to support
the Society’s major programs and projects. You can
locate your Dues Expiration Date by looking on YOUR
EWSLETTER LABEL...it is there to the right of your
name... as a reminder. If your dues are due, just send a
check to our Museum (see mailing address below);
Attention: Susan Weeks. Or drop by in person on a
Thursday or a Friday from 10am to 3pm.
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at
1870 Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a nonmailing address. Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and
Fridays and by appointment. Our mailing address is:
Costa Mesa Historical Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa
Mesa, CA 92628. Questions?Call 949-631-5918, email
us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook.

NON PROFIT ORG

COSTA MESA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O BOX 1764
COSTA MESA, CA. 92628
Phone (949) 631-5918

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
SANTA ANA,CA
PERMIT NO. 4352

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

Costa Mesa Historical Society
P.O. Box 1764
Costa Mesa CA 92628

— Membership Form —
ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________

Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing
Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$ 15.00
$ 20.00
$ 5.00
$ 50.00
$ 100.00
$ 100.00
$ 250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member
SAAAB Wing Life Member

$ 1000.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

