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President’s Message
By Dave Gardner
As I stated in my last article, this month I will tell about my career as an ambulance driver. How did I become an ambulance
driver? It somewhat parallels the story of a small boy who sees a
fire engine go down the street and says to himself, when I grow up,
I want to be a fireman. Instead, when I saw an ambulance go by, I
would say to myself, I would like to drive an ambulance someday.
I graduated from Harbor High School in 1947 at the age of 18.
The first job I had was at Kerr Glass Company on Dyer Road in
Santa Ana. The next job I had was being an ambulance attendant in
the City of Orange. The second call I went on is as follows: We
received a call about 1:00 am Sunday morning that two men in an
old truck who had been drinking hit a small cement bridge. In
those days, all vehicles did not have safety glass. The driver was
not hurt too bad, but the passenger’s head went through the windshield, cutting his face very badly. I was in boy scouts and I taught
first aid to the other scouts so I knew what to do. When we arrived
at the hospital they asked me what I did for the man. I told the
doctor and he told me I probably saved the man’s life. I owe all to
Boy Scouts. The longest trip I went code 3 (red lights and sirens)
on was from St. Joseph’s Hospital in Orange to Mount Sinai in
L.A. The man needed emergency brain surgery.
The next job I had was working part time in my parent’s print
shop and part time driving the ambulance in Newport Beach. I was
now 19 years old. Gilbert Seal started Seals Ambulance service in
Costa Mesa. I went on the first ambulance call Seal’s had. I
worked days for the ambulance service in Newport Beach and
nights at Seal’s. I told each owner I would do my best job for them
and would carry no tales. They liked that idea.
Let me digress for a moment so a big picture can be gotten in
regards to the hospital situation. Until 1952 there were only four
hospitals in the county. Santa Ana Valley on Washington St.
(where I was born), St. Joseph’s in Orange and Orange County
Hospital, which is now UCI. Hoag did not come about until 1952.
We had to travel between 10 and 17 miles to get to a hospital.
I went on a call from Newport Beach about 7:00pm one night to
go to a certain gas station on Pacific Coast Highway. We arrived at
the location to find a marine and his wife who were coming from
the Long Beach area, heading to Camp Pendleton. His wife was
expecting a baby and was in labor and was not going to make it in
time. The Police called Dr. Altman. I knew the Doctor. He said
Hello Dave, have you ever delivered a baby? I replied No.
(See “President’s Message” on page 2)
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Mark Your 2016 Calendar
Sunday Speaker Programs
Sunday, September 18th Speaker:
David Boule, author of “The Orange
and the Dream of California.” A hundred years ago, the orange was the second largest
revenue producer in California, behind only oil.
In this month’s presentation David will describe
this history and the phenomenal impact the orange had on the development and image of California, and how
these two entities created a compelling fantasy and a fantastic reality

“ew Requirement"

ow reservations will be needed for
attending our popular Sunday Speaker Programs. For reasons of
safety, we need to limit occupancy in our museum at any one time. So
please call the Society anytime at 949-631-5918 and let us know how
many will be attending. Or call Thursday or Friday between the hours of
10am and 3pm and talk to one of our volunteers who will register you for
the program. We will then hold your reservations until 2:20PM the day of
the program.

“Sunday Speaker Programs” Unless otherwise noted,
these programs are held on the third Sunday of every month at the
Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., northwest
Corner of Lions Park Complex. Doors open at 2pm; Program begins
2:30. Please arrive early as seating is limited. Free admission and
refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-631-5918, email us at
cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook

Special Events
Oct. 15 & 16, 2016, 10am—3pm, The Scarecrow &
Pumpkin Festival will take place at Fairview Park at Goat Hill
Junction on Placentia Ave. between Adams and Wilson. Again
Please Save the Date! (See “Scarecrow Festival” page 3.)

Adobe Schedule On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the
Diego Sepulveda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave. is open from 12 to 4pm.
Individuals and groups can make appointments to tour the Adobe at
other times by calling 949-631-5918. On regular open days, no appointment is necessary because the docents are there already.

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS AGELES COUTY, CALIFORIA, MARCH 2, 1889

President’s Message continued…
The Doctor said would you like to? I raised my voice and said NO.
The Doctor replied, “then hold her legs together and go like you
know what!” We went to the Orange County Hospital in Orange.
They always had a doctor in the emergency room where the other
hospitals sometimes did not. We arrived at the hospital, took the patient out of the ambulance and shoved the stretcher through the door.
A few minutes later we heard the crying of a baby. (More to come
next month.)

Important Announcements
Special Double Issue
In observance of the 50th Anniversary of the Costa Mesa
Historical Society, we are providing both the Fairview Register
and SAAAB CADET newsletters to members. This gives
members of each group a glimpse of each other’s activities.

Historical Society Election

Costa Mesa Historical Society ew
Getting Ready for the Big Event
Saturday,
August 13th
was a very
busy
and
exciting day
for Society
volunteers. It was a day to clean the inside and spruce
up the outside of the Estancia Adobe. The work was
accomplished from 10am to 1pm. Volunteers anticipated
the big day that was rapidly approaching—August 28th
the culmination of the year’s activities celebrating the
Society’s 50th Anniversary. As the volunteers worked
away they could visualize all the activities that were going to take place in just a very short time. (Pictures top from
left: While Bob Palazzola polished the saddle, Tess Bernstein pruned the lovely
white rose bushes by the Adobe’s entrance; where’s a man to turn...well, Art Goddard decides as he is directed by three ladies—Cindy Humphreys, Mary Ellen Goddard and Annette Watson; and, bottom left: Kathy Bequette just prepared a very
important detail in the Adobe.)

The Costa Mesa Historical Society elections of officers and
Board members is coming up in November. Anyone from our
And A Happy 50th Anniversary Celebration It Was!
membership can submit themselves as a candidate for any of
the following positions: President, Vice-President (Programs),
August 28th is a day we will all remember because it was the day
Vice-President (Membership), Treasurer, Secretary, or Board our Society turned 50 years old with a celebration at its origins—the
Director. If interested, please let us know. See complete con- Estancia Adobe—and featured were artisans and activities from
tact information on page 3.
Costa Mesa’s heritage. Nostalgia was there wherever you looked:

Local Cemetery Tour
Each year the Santa Ana Preservation Society offers a tour of
Fairhaven Cemetery in Santa Ana. This year it will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 22nd. The theme will be on a History of Education in Orange County. Some interesting portrayals of the
departed will be presented. For more information call the
Santa Ana Historical Preservation Society at 71`4-547-9645 or
check out their Facebook page for address/time of the event.

Thank You,
Costa Mesa Foundation
The Costa Mesa Historical Society received a very generous
contribution of $1000 from the Costa Mesa Foundation. The
Society is very thankful for this donation and appreciates the
assistance and goodwill that such a grant award signifies.

Society Members Honored

inside the Adobe, outside where quilters, woodworkers, friendship
bracelet enthusiasts, corn husk doll creators, adobe brick makers,
weavers and spinners, grain grinders, and gourd artists were sitting,
chatting and demonstrating with event participants. Many former
elected officials attended. State Senator John Moorlach and Mayor
Stephen Mensinger were speakers, and Mayor Pro Tem Jim
Righeimer and Costa Mesa CEO Tom Hatch were also in attendance
The City presented acknowledgement mementos to Art and Mary
Ellen Goddard for all that they have done for the Society; they just
completed our City’s second history book.
Participants gathered
under the trees for our
special program that
featured speeches by the
Mayor Mensinger, State
Senator Moorlach , the Alcala Family—the last family to reside at the
Adobe before the Segerstroms gave it to the City of Costa Mesa—
reminisce about living on top of the mesa, Jerry Running Deer with
his Indian stories and Richard Duree and his wife Ruth Levin and
students presenting Fandango dances and Fan Language signs from
our state’s Californio Days. Background music was prepared by Art
Goddard and Sweet Water Creek Band performed throughout the
afternoon. Delicious food prepared by the Lions Club, Rocha’s
Kitchen and Shivers’ Bananas was enjoyed in the Food Court area.

Mary Ellen and Art Goddard recently attended the annual
“Lifetime Achievement” Dinner at the Radisson Hotel in Huntington Beach. The society was well represented by its members. Art Goddard and Kathy Bequette were honored for servIt was easy to see everyone there
ing over 4000 hours each; Dave Gardner for 22 years, Helen
in a relaxed state of mind as they
Humphreys for 26 years; and, Mary Ellen for 25 years and over
went back to a pleasant past—a
4000 hours and Gladys Refakes for 29 years and over 4000
definite departure from the hectic
hours. Congratulations to you all and thank you for your conpace and serious concerns we all
tribution to our Society; we appreciate all you have accomexperience in the present time. (Pictured from left: the Mayor’s presentation
plished throughout the years.
to the Goddards and State Senator John Moorlach) Eext month a picture collage
of the event will be featured.

In Memoriam

Information Please! Eancy Pedersen is currently working on a

This memorial will be September’s Step Back in
Time article. Long time Costa Mesan and Historical
Society member Joan Pangle died July 7, 2016; she
was 87 years old and was the widow of Bill “Pete”
Pangle whose parents came to Costa Mesa in 1920. Society members
fondly remember her as a very pleasant person who became a caregiver to her husband, a career firefighter. She commiserated with
him when he could no longer participate in that profession, saying
“He dearly loved his work…with all his heart.” She came up with a
plan that he could listen to what was happening on one of those emergency radios. She said that he would listen carefully and then say
that he sure wished he were there to help

If any of you are sitting on old issues of the Daily Pilot from
1961 through 1994, please let us know. We will be digitizing
our run of old newspapers to save storage space and it would
be best to have these missing issues before we begin the project. Come in, email to cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or call us to
leave a message at 949-631-5918. Thanks!

project about Costa Mesa boat building. She would like to find photos of the businesses as well as of the employees building the boats.
You can call the society at 949-631-5918 and say your message is for
Nancy Pedersen, and leave your phone number--she will promptly
return your call.

We eed Daily Pilots

Let’s Help Richard Out
This family was very hard working; the Pangles raised
Long
time
and
life time Society member Richard Bagley needs
seven children with several preceding their deaths.
Loretta Pangle, Joan’s mother-in-law, lived a pioneer’s some help. You can find out more about this by checking the followlife on farmland in Costa Mesa. Their home at 624 ing link: https://rescuedfromrecycling.com/
West Wilson St. burned down right before Thanksgiving
of 1932 and Loretta Pangle said that the family camped
out in the backyard until the new house was built. The
ladies in the Women’s Club (formerly named The FriMarc and Denise Dionio
Grocery Outlet
day Afternoon Club) each created a square, embroiIndependent Owners/Operators
bargain market
dered their names in the squares, sewed it all together and presented
Costa Mesa Grocery Outlet
the quilt to the Pangle Family. This lovely quilt can be viewed in our
1835 Newport Blvd., Ste C140
museum.
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
“Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival” continued...
This Festival is a free community event providing fun and the
following free activities for the whole family: train rides, face painting and racketeers. To
enter the scarecrow contest costs $10 and there
are minimal fees for
pumpkin picking, fire
truck rides and food and
treats. The Orange
County Model Engineers
organize this event and
the 2016 Supporters include the City of Costa Mesa and the Costa
Mesa Historical Society. (For complete details and how to enter the
scarecrow contest please review the enclosed flier; listed are links
that enable you to register your scarecrow.) Some of last year’s entries from left: Best of Show won by a 6 year old girl; Elvis; Most
Humorous; Honoring Costa Mesa’s historic heritage and receiving
the People’s Choice award was Angelea ReginaCorona de Costa
Mesa and her El Dia de Muerto a l t a r .

(949)642-5800 Office
costamesa@groceryoutlet.com
(949)642-5803 Fax
groceryoutlet.com.
facebook.com/CostaMesaGroceryOutlet

Thank You, Copy4LessB
Our newsletter printer, Copy4LessEB at 4360 Campus
Drive, Eewport Beach, CA 92660 near the John Wayne
Airport, is discounting our printing costs throughout our
50th Anniversary Year. Their phone number is (949)2528960. Thank you so much for this; we really appreciate it,
Copy4LessNB.

Are Your Dues Overdue?

Your dues are important because they help to support the
Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your Dues
Expiration Date by looking on YOUR EWSLETTER LABEL...it
is there to the right of your name... as a reminder. If your dues are
due, just send a check to our Museum (see mailing address below);
Attention: Susan Weeks. Or drop by in person on a Thursday or a
Friday from 10am to 3pm. Changes to Annual Membership Dues:
As of January 1st, membership fees will be changed as indicated in
Our latest book “Costa Mesa 1940— Membership Information Box on page 4. Editor’s Eote: Life
Membership to the Costa Mesa Historical Society has been changed
2003” arrived July 6th and is currently on to $500.

Reminders

sale for $21.99 + Tax. There are many historical images and some took key permissions to use, for example, the Old Courthouse Museum, OC Archives, UCI Special
Collections and LAB/Camp anti-mall. The
Society is open Thursdays and Fridays from
10am to 3pm. You also can call 949-6315918 to reserve your copy before we run out.

The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870
Anaheim Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing
address. Museum hours: 10-3 Thursdays and Fridays and by
appointment. Our mailing address is: Costa Mesa Historical
Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Questions?
Call 949-631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or
find us on Facebook.
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Renewal
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Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Individual Senior (60+)
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing
Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$ 20.00
$ 15.00
$ 25.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00
$100.00
$100.00
$250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member

$ 500.00
$ 10.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

