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Mark Your 2016 and 2017 Calendars

By Dave Gardner

Sunday Speaker Program
I got involved in working for the local Funeral Home, Sunday, ovember 20th Speaker: Vietnam
located on the first block of Broadway St. I believe it War Veteran Douglas A. Milliken will discuss
was founded in the late 1920s by a gentleman with the
last name of Graul. The mortuary changed hands several times. In the late 1940s, the mortuary was bought
by Gilbert Seal. Paul and Margaret Parks were partners.
It was re-named Parks Ridley Mortuary. My first call
was late in the evening. I picked up people all the time
with the ambulance, the only difference this time was
the person was deceased. I went on all kinds of calls in
regards to the mortuary. I worked for them for about 4
years. One of the calls I went on involved a man, early
in the morning, who drove off Pacific Coast Highway
where Crystal Cove is today. He landed on top of a
cabin, right in the middle of the building. In the first
year of the city becoming incorporated, we had more
murders than people getting killed in car wrecks. In
regards to the two murders, a son killed his parents living at 217 Walnut Pl. Then the son drove to a motel in
Bakersfield and killed himself. The fatal car accident
took place on Harbor Blvd. at about 1:00 am. I was
personally involved in both instances. Another situation occurred, I believe in 1954, at 5:25 am. A plane
crashed at 2320 Elden Ave. In those days we never
heard air planes in the night time. What I heard, along
with the towns people, was the loud noise of an airplane, then silence. A person knew that the plane had
probably crashed. The volunteer fire departments siren
went off. Two of our fire trucks went to the house. I
got out of bed feeling that either the ambulance service
or the mortuary would call me. I heard nothing, went
back to bed, then the phone rang. It was the mortuary.
At first they thought there were two people in the plane.

Operation Binh Tay I, the Cambodia Invasion (see details on
enclosed flier) and Announcement of Society Officers

and Board Members (see “Historical Society Election”
article” on page 2)

“Sunday Speaker Programs”

Unless otherwise noted,
these programs are held on the third Sunday of every month at the Costa Mesa
Historical Society Museum, 1870 Anaheim Ave., northwest Corner of Lions Park
Complex. Doors open at 2pm; Program begins 2:30. Please arrive early as seating
is limited. Free admission and refreshments. Any questions: Call 949-631-5918,
email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net, or find us on Facebook.

"

ew Requirement ow reservations will be needed for
attending our popular Sunday Speaker Programs. For reasons of
safety, we need to limit occupancy in our museum at any one time. So
please call the Society anytime at 949-631-5918 and let us know how
many will be attending. Or call Thursday or Friday between the hours of
10am and 3pm and talk to one of our volunteers who will register you for
the program. We will then hold your reservations until 2:20PM the day of
the program.

Special Events
Historical Society Installation Dinner
Friday, Jan. 20th at the Captain’s Table, Orange
Coast College. Reservations and payment are due Friday,
Jan. 13th. This year’s speaker is Michele Richards, OC Fair &
Event Center's Vice President of Business Development, leading
the Sales, Marketing, Communications, Community Relations, and
Creative Services teams. Her talk is entitled: “From SAAAB Barracks to Heroes Hall,” which will cover the 75 year history of the
building. (See: “Reservations & Payment Form on page 3.)

Adobe Schedule: On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the Diego
Sepulveda Adobe at 1900 Adams Ave. is open from 12 to 4pm. Individuals and
groups can make appointments to tour the Adobe at other times by calling 949631-5918. On regular open days, no appointment is necessary because the docents are there already.

(see “President’s Message” page 2)

Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission.
FAIRVIEW REGISTER, FAIRVIEW, LOS AGELES COUTY, CALIFORIA, MARCH 2, 1889

President’s Message continued...
But there were three. I went to the mortuary and got their other
Hearst. A side note to the story – Jim Musick, who was the
Orange County Sheriff was to be on the plane but at the last
minute decided not to go.
I went on many calls, murders, car accidents, and suicides.
Some too graphic to describe. After I had worked at the funeral home for about four years, the owner approached me saying he liked the way I conducted myself. He stated that he
would like to send me to mortuary school and he would pay for
it. I thought about it for a few days and went back to the owner
thanking him for his faith in me, but told him that the funeral
business was not my calling. I suppose what could have happened is I would have become a junior partner and perhaps
would have even become the owner. However, my life’s work
was being a self- employed printer for 43 years. Life has its
twists and turns.

the festival story over to the camera’s eye! Up, up and away right past

the huge spider setting the Halloween theme at the entryway (Column 1) to the Mesa... either by train, fire engine
or walking...it was all in the anticipation of what was going to come…

This series of articles has focused on highlights of my life between the mid-1930s to mid-1950s, showing both my life and the
City of Costa Mesa being intertwined. I hope you enjoyed the articles.

Costa Mesa Historical Society ews
Historical Society Election
The following members have been nominated for the stated positions.
Officers include: President: Dave Gardner; 1st Vice President (Programs):
Terry Shaw; 2nd Vice President (Membership): Dana Kelsen; Secretary:
Nancy Pedersen; and, Treasurer: (open). Board of Directors include: Tess
Bernstein; Mary Ellen Goddard; Cindy Humphreys; Bob Palazzola; Dave
Rusher; and, Annette Watson. Just a Big Reminder! Anyone from our membership can submit their name as a candidate for any of the above stated positions by contacting us.

Biggest Festival So Far
During the 2016 Scarecrow and Pumpkin Festival (Oct. 15th and
16th) the train lines were packed and the food stations were the busiest ever. And, the 450 pumpkins in the patch were sold out by mid
Sunday morning. It was
an absolutely glorious
weekend weather wise—
no heatstrokes reported!
Activities abounded on
the Mesa as well as Goat
Hill Junction. There was
plenty to do and
families were busy enjoying all of the festivities including fire engine rides. Over the last four
years this event has brought our community
closer together with citizens, The City departments, commercial businesses and non-profits.
The cooperation was tremendous and the Orange County Model Engineers (OCME) and the
Costa Mesa Historical Society appreciate these
alliances.
A big thank you to Festival Chairwoman Tess Bernstein for all of
her hard work and dedication (pictured above with Cindy Humphreys). This
year Tess dedicated the event to her sister Cathy McKnight
(photographed while creating our Society’s iconic scarecrow), who died
last year and who made our original Governor of Goat Hill scarecrow
which has led us through the last four years. Cathy was a person
who encouraged others to greater creativity while making them feel
more confident about being creative.
With the old saying “a picture is worth a thousand words” I’ll turn

Up on the Mesa: MESAC-Amateur Emergency
Radio, rocketry, Jan Rovan at the Pumpkin Patch,
Ping Pong Play, UCI Hansori Korean Drumming
Group, Home Depot with helicopters/fire truck wood
crafting projects, Best in Show Fevermore, Grocery
Outlet entry, Best of Costa Mesa Charmander, Best
Business Jack Skellington, People’s Choice CaliGolfer, Best School Mr. Buttons (4/5year olds at the
LEAP Program), Most Humorous CostaMeDoodle,
Best Science and Technology Garrett., Costa Mesa
Historical Society (Thank you, Mary Ellen Goddard), Spookiest Crowsta Mesa, Best Protect and Defend, and Best Traditional. Meanwhile at Goat Hill Junction: activities were organized to have
children and parents have fun together; last picture includes Elena Martinez, Cecily Renteria, (See “Festival” on page 3)

“Festival” continued...

Smile With Us…That

Gary Parkin (Chairman of the Preservation Committee, Society President
Dave Gardner, Brad Weber and Society Vice President Terry Shaw.

Final Afterglow Postponed...
As I promised in the October newsletter we would have had one
more installment on the Society’s 50th Anniversary main event at the
Adobe in this newsletter. However, space did not permit this month
to do it justice so it will appear next month featuring the program, the
Alcala Family Reunion and children’s activities.

Reminders
Holiday Gift Ideas from The Society

is Amazon Smile with us which will
contributemoney to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. So, remember each
time you order something from Amazon, click smileamazon.com, make your
order and then check charitable organization and locate the Costa Mesa
Historical Society. You can use your existing Amazon.com account on
AmazonSmile.

Marc and Denise Dionio
Independent Owners/Operators
Costa Mesa Grocery Outlet
1835 Newport Blvd., Ste C140
Costa Mesa, CA 92627

Grocery Outlet
bargain market

(949)642-5800 Office
costamesa@groceryoutlet.com
(949)642-5803 Fax
groceryoutlet.com.
facebook.com/CostaMesaGroceryOutlet

Take a Piece of Costa Mesa with you
Thank You, Copy4LessB
wherever you go or Give a Piece of Costa Mesa
to friends and family members: now you can
Our newsletter printer, Copy4LessFB at 4360 Campus Drive,
buy one (or more) of our Limited Edition Pens which are
Fewport
Beach, CA 92660 near the John Wayne Airport, is disavailable in our gift shop for $2 + Tax.
Special limited edition bookmarks

counting our printing costs throughout our 50th Anniversary Year.
Their phone number is (949)252-8960. Thank you so much for
have been made to this; we really appreciate it, Copy4LessNB.

commemorate our Society’s 50th Anniversary. They are
each priced at $2 + Tax.

Are Your Dues Overdue?
Your dues are important because they help to support the Society’s major

Our latest book “Costa Mesa 1940—2003” arrived programs and projects. You can locate your Dues Expiration Date by
July 6th and is currently on sale for $21.99 + Tax. There
are many historical images and some took key permissions to use, for example, the Old Courthouse Museum,
OC Archives, UCI Special Collections and LAB/Camp
anti-mall.

looking on YOUR EWSLETTER LABEL...it is there to the right of your
name... as a reminder. If your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum
(see mailing address below); Attention: Susan Weeks. Or drop by in person
on a Thursday or a Friday from 10am to 3pm. Membership dues are listed in
the Membership Information Box on page 4.

Editor’s Fote: The Fovember Speaker’s Program is the last
one of the year so take this opportunity to Holiday Shop on
Fov. 20th. These are perfect presents for everyone. And,
there are many more items in our gift area to choose from.

The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870 Anaheim
Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing address. Museum hours: 10-3
Thursdays and Fridays and by appointment. Our mailing address is: Costa
Mesa Historical Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Questions?
Call 949-631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on

Facebook.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -CUT HERE- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Reservations AND Payment for the Jan. 20th Society Installation Dinner must be received by Friday. January 13, 2017
Please note, we will not be able to accommodate “walk in's” at the dinner. Thank you.
Make your check payable to Costa Mesa Historical Society.
Send to Costa Mesa Historical Society, P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628.
Questions? Contact us at 949-631-5918. All tickets will be held in “Will Call “ the night of event.
♦ Name: ________________________________ ♦Installation Dinner Tickets @ $22 each

♦Number of Tickets: ______
♦ Address: _____________________________________________
♦ City: ____________ State: ____ Zip: ______
♦ Phone: ________________________________
Chicken dinner with salad, vegetable, roll and pie
Please Indicate Your Preference Below: (Y/N)
Iced Tea:__ Decaf Coffee: __
Visit us at http://www.costamesahistory.org/ or on facebook
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Costa Mesa Historical Society
P.O. Box 1764
Costa Mesa CA 92628

— Membership Form —
ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________
_____

ew

_____

Renewal

(Check one)

Membership Categories
Annual
Individual
Individual Senior (60+)
Family
Student (under 16)
Contributing

$ 20.00
$ 15.00
$ 25.00
$ 10.00
$ 50.00

Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor

$100.00
$100.00
$250.00

Special
Historical Society Life Member
SAAAB Wing Annual Member

$ 500.00
$ 10.00

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

