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Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 

 Mark Your 2017 Calendars 
Sunday, September 17th: 

Speaker Program:  
Historian Craig MacDonald will be discussing 

his new book: Old West WOW! (See flier for 

all of the details.) 

 

�ew Entry into the Museum,  Library and 

Recreation Center Parking Lot 
   For the next year and a half we will be using this new route 
to get into the parking lot that will serve our Society, the 
Donald Dungan Library and the Recreation Center.  En-

trance from Park is completely blocked off by a fence.  

Here is a map: 

Enter from Anaheim only, not Park. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adobe Schedule:  

     On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the Diego Sepulveda Adobe 
at 1900 Adams Ave. is open from 12 to 4pm. Individuals and groups can 
make appointments to tour the Adobe at other times by calling 949-631-

5918. On regular open days, no appointment is necessary 

because the docents are there already. 
 
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870 Anaheim 

Avenue in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing address. Museum hours: 

10am-3pm Thursdays and Fridays and by appointment. Our mailing 

address is: Costa Mesa Historical Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, 

CA 92628. Questions? Call 949-631-5918, email us at 

cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook. 

  

President’s Message 
 

     Welcome back.  You say to 
yourself, I did not go anywhere.  
Which reminds me of a story.  
Several years ago, a reporter was 
asking the person on the street 

the question, “Where are you going this summer for 
your vacation?”.  The lady replied, nowhere, I am al-
ready here.  Meaning thousands of people come to visit 
us each year. 
 

      Some of our Board members did go on a vacation.  
Our treasurer went to the Galapagos Islands, our past 
president and his wife went to Spain and France.  An-
other board member hiked a famous trail in Spain.  
Hopefully other members of the Historical Society also 
enjoyed memorable vacations. 
 

      At the Society level, I felt that the high point of the 
summer was the Open House at the Adobe.  It was in-
deed a success.  Thanks to Cynthia Humphreys and her 
great team.  Many thanks to Richard Duvall for his out-
standing talk on the history of the Adobe and surround-
ing area. Also, thanks to our team of volunteers who 
work very hard on Thursdays and Fridays.  One day I 
asked them where they were going on their vacations, 
they all replied “nowhere”, we are already here. 
 

      We are all looking forward to various activities this 
fall and winter. 

 Sincerely, Dave Gardner 
 

Picture above:  Dave Gardner and fellow volunteers, Jan 

Rovan, Annette Watson and Tess Bernstein, enjoying them-

selves at the Costa Mesa Historical Society Booth at the 

2017 Fish Fry  



 Important �ews and More Dates to Save 

Wanted:  Living Memorial �ominations  

     Nominations for this prestigious Society award are 

due in by Oct. 18th.  The members nominate people they 
feel should be honored with this award.  Write a letter to 
our Board telling us why you think the person should re-
ceive the Award.  The board then will look these letters 
over and decide on one or two people to receive the 
Award at our Installation Dinner in January.  Your person 
should have the following qualifications:  Be a person 
who has given Volunteer Service over a period of time or 
be an individual who has made a Creative Contribution of 
Historical Value.  The Award was originated at a Histori-
cal Society Meeting in the Logsdon Home on June 29, 
1971.  The award is to honor “the individual a record of 
his or her achievement” and in that honor “a Tree shall be 
planted in Estancia Park”; in addition “a plaque shall be 
placed at the foot of the tree to memorialize the occa-
sion.” Over time a big plaque was established and hung 
near the Museum’s opening doors with a  small plaque for 
each recipient.  The next time you’re in the Museum stop 
by a glance at it...it truly is a history of dedicated people 
who devoted so much of their time to the Society. 

San Juan Capistrano Historical Society will exhibit pho-

tos and show memorabilia, etc., regarding the 75th anni-

versary of Camp Pendleton.  This celebration started on 

Memorial Day (May 29th) and will end on Veteran’s Day 

(?ov. 11th). This will be held in the Society’s building .  

Just check their website for address, directions and addi-

tional information… and then just follow the signs. 

 

Adobe �ews 
August:  From time to time, the Diego Sepulveda Adobe requires 
additional housekeeping. Lending a hand on Sat. Aug. 5 were Society 
members Kathy Bequette, Jean and Craig Nomura, Helen and Cindy 
Humphreys. A local business, Hixson Metal Finishing, hosted their 
annual company picnic in Estancia Park on Sat. Aug. 19 attended by 
200+ people. Docents provided tours of the Adobe to curious event 
attendees. Thank you for stopping in and we hope to see you again 
next year! 

September:  Victor Valley Rolling Wheels, a group of motor home 

enthusiasts, will be in the area next month and have planned an 
Adobe tour for Sat. Sept. 23.   

October:  Artistic License Fair returns to Estancia Park on Fri. 

Oct. 20 and Sat. Oct. 21, 10am-4pm. Now in its 24th year, the annual 
event had its start as the Denwar Crafts Fair over fifty years ago. The 
Adobe will be open for visitors on both days. For more information, 
go to artisticlicensefair.com   

�ovember:  Docents will be guiding members of the Costa Mesa 

Senior Center through the Adobe exhibits on Fri. Nov. 3 and Fri. 
Nov. 17.   
     A big thank-you to Jim Ortiz and Doug Lovell, City of Costa 

Mesa, for upkeep to the Adobe exterior and maintenance of the  

Estancia Park grounds. We hear compliments from park visitors and 

would like to pass them along. Adobe address: 1900 Adams Ave, 

Costa Mesa.   

 

Segerstrom Center for the Arts’  

Public Plaza Opening 
     The long-awaited new plaza will open Oct. 28th. The open 
air space between the performing arts center’s two main venues 
will feature a new centerpiece, a 60-foot diameter fountain 
with the height of 24 feet,  arcing jets of water artfully imitat-
ing the curved portal of Segerstrom Hall and the undulating 
glass façade of the Renee and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall. 
The 54,750 square-foot space will be called the Julianne and 
George Argyros Plaza named after the well-known Orange 
County philanthropist and his wife who contributed millions of 
dollars to develop this new venue. The Ribbon–cutting will 

take place at 11am, followed by a full day of free perform-
ances, concerts, events and tours of the theaters. (Information 

from Paul Hodgins’ article in the August 6th, 2017 edition of the 

O.C.Register.) 

 

Just a Part of the “Hull Story” 
   Not only does Costa Mesa have a 
history of wood boat building and fi-
berglass boat manufacturing but our 
City also has a history of being home 
to several builders who made both 
wood and fiberglass rides for Disney-
land.   Several boat builders had their 
transportation rides made in time for 

the Disneyland Amusement Park’s grand 
opening on July 17th, 1955, and even more 
rides just a year or two later.   
   One of the boatbuilding companies that had 
a contract with Disney was Costa Mesa’s own 
Glasspar.  In 1955 Glasspar, owned by Bill 
Tritt, was the largest fiberglass boat building 
company in Southern California and they em-

ployed over 100 people and produced more than 1,500 fiber-
glass boats, thus making them a top choice for Disney.  The 
soon to be incorporated Glasspar was on Industrial Way and 
soon expanded to include 5 acres in an unincorporated area of 
Santa Ana which was later annexed to Costa Mesa.   
   A total of 40 Autopia cars were made by Glasspar and as-
sembled by MAMECO engineering in Newport Beach.  36 of 
the cars were painted in the bright colors of the 50’s while the 
remaining four cars were painted two-tone black and white 
resembling police cars. The mini-police cars had sirens and 
flashing lights and could reach speeds up to 40 mph.  The rest 
of the Autopia cars in the Land of Tomorrow, originally named 
the Auto Speedway cars, would creep along at speeds of 11 
mph.  I imagine that the majority of young people would hope 
to get seated in a “fast” police car so that they could catch the 
“bad guys.”   

   I cannot wait to tell you more about the Disney rides 
that were built in Costa Mesa however I am saving the 
(Pictures:  top:   MAMECO’s Ed Martindale and Ted Mangels sitting in 

Glasspar Autopia cars; bottom: cover of October 1955 “Hot Rod” maga-

zine) 



“hull” story for a future time.  Please look for the new boat- 
building exhibit scheduled to open at the Costa Mesa His-

torical Society in October.  I am always on the lookout 
for more stories and photos about the diverse and vibrant 
boat building community that “Costa Mecca” once had.  
Feel free to contact me with photos and stories and help 
us preserve Costa Mesa’s boatbuilding history.  (Editor’s 

?ote:  This will be ?ancy Pedersen’s new exhibit, following the 

wonderful Denwar Exhibit she created several years ago.) 
 

Our American Flag  
 

     As an American and a veteran, it is very disturbing to me 

personally when I go by a residence, business or any other es-
tablishment displaying a torn and tattered American flag. Our 
flag, because of what it represents, deserves to be treated with 
respect. If you are going to fly a flag, it should be in good con-
dition. If it's not, then replace it or don't fly it at all. Bob Palaz-
zola 
 

“Got A Story?” 
     If it’s a Costa Mesa story we would love to hear it.  
We have historical information (and many transcribed 
oral histories) of the pioneers who lived here during our 
pre-1953 Incorporation days through several decades after 
that; however, we are lacking stories from Costa Mesans 
through the 1980’s  to today.  Many changes have taken 
place and it would be wonderful to hear from people who 
lived through these changes.  Our fair city developed 
from humble beginnings and now you see shopping bags 
from major high end stores at South Coast Plaza with 
Paris, London, New York, Los Angeles and Costa Mesa!  
We started our history as a pass through to Newport 
Beach and today we are a destination unto ourselves.  
Please share your experiences.  Either write these “gems” 
up yourself or come in and we will record your story.  It 

is that simple.   

 

Join Us, We’d Love to Have You 
     We are starting to form committees for our various 
projects.  Board members will chair the committee and 
then the idea is that our work will get done more quickly.  
Two new committees just starting are the Newsletter As-
sembly Committee where several people can come into 
the Museum and help get the newsletter ready for mailing 
and the Adobe Committee which aims to attract volun-
teers who want to help plan an event, become a docent, or 
work on exhibits. Give us a call and we’ll arrange a meet-
ing time to get the committees going.  The committee 
meetings will probably take place one time a month.  And 
really, isn’t it more fun when we all work together as a 
team! So think about it, become a volunteer on one of our 
committees.   

Reminders  
Smile With Us…That is Amazon Smile with us which will  

contribute money to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. So, 
remember each time you order something from Amazon, click 
smileamazon.com, make your order and then check charitable 
organization and locate the Costa Mesa Historical Society. You 
can use your existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile. 

 

Are Your Dues Overdue? 
   Your dues are important because they help to support the 

Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your 
Dues Expiration Date by looking on YOUR �EWSLETTER 

LABEL...it is there to the right of your name... as a reminder. 
If your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum (see 
mailing address in next column); Attention: Susan Weeks. Or 
drop by in person on a Thursday or a Friday from 10am to 
3pm. Membership dues are listed in the Membership 

Information Box on 

page 4. 

Let’s Hear it for our Sponsors! 
 

Thank You, Copy4Less�B 

   Our newsletter printer, Copy4LessNB at 4360 
Campus Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 near 
the John Wayne Airport, discounts our newsletter 
printing costs throughout the year. Their phone 
number is (949)252-8960. Thank you so much 

for this; we really appreciate it, Copy4Less�B. 

 

Marc and Denise Dionio 

Grocery Outlet 

Independent Owners/Operators 
bargain market 

Costa Mesa Grocery Outlet 
1835 Hewport Blvd., Ste C140 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

(949)642-5800 Office 
costamesa@groceryoutlet.com 

(949)642-5803 Fax groceryoutlet.com. 
facebook.com/CostaMesaGroceryOutlet 

Roberto’s 

Auto Trim 

In Costa Mesa Since 1964 

Raul Jara 

ralndb@earthlink.net 

2033 Harbor Blvd. 

Costa Mesa, CA92627 

949.642.8113 

Fax 949.642.7150 

 



 

Costa Mesa Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1764 

Costa Mesa CA  92628 
 

 

— Membership Form — 

                                                     

                                               Check One:    _____?ew                                 _____Renewal 
 

 

 

�ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 
 

Membership Categories 

Annual  Special  

Individual $ 20.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 500.00 

Family $ 25.00   

Student (under 16) $ 10.00     

Contributing $ 50.00   

Business & Professional $100.00   

Public Agency $100.00   

Benefactor $250.00   

Individual Senior (60+) $ 15.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $   10.00 

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 

COSTA MESA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O BOX 1764 
COSTA MESA, CA. 92628 
Phone (949) 631-5918 
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