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Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 

Mark Your 2017 Calendars 
 

Sunday Speaker Program,  

�ovember 19, 2017 

US Army Air Force 1st Lieutenant David 
K. Hayward will discuss his book A 

Young Man in the Wild Blue Yonder, a 
personal account of the adventures and 
challenges of flying combat missions in 
World War II. See flier for details. 

 

A Salute to Veterans, �ovember 11, 2017 

Celebrate our veterans at this free holiday event. You’ll 
find live music, free hot dogs, and kids activtities along-
side a resource fair, a job fair, and free health screenings 
for veterans. Please bring non-perishable food to donate 
to veterans in need. 10am-2pm Saturday, �ovember 11 

at the OC Fair & Event Center, 88 Fair Drive. 
 

Adobe Schedule:  
     On the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month the Diego Sepulveda Adobe 
at 1900 Adams Ave. is open from 12 to 4pm. Individuals and groups can 
make appointments to tour the Adobe at other times by calling 949-631-

5918. On regular open days, no appointment is necessary 

because the docents are there already. 
 

The Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum is located at 1870 Anaheim Avenue 

in Costa Mesa; this is a non-mailing address. Museum hours: 10am-3pm 

Thursdays and Fridays and by appointment. Our mailing address is: Costa Mesa 

Historical Society P.O. Box 1764, Costa Mesa, CA 92628. Questions? Call 949-

631-5918, email us at cmhistory@sbcglobal.net or find us on Facebook. 

President’s Message 
 

They Were Here Before Us 

It was a warm day in July 1769. A small band of sol-
diers were slowly riding north. They stopped on the 
bluff overlooking the ocean to refresh themselves. Per-
haps they looked towards the Pacific, thinking to them-
selves the area would make a great harbor someday. 
Turning inland, they noticed a band of about five hun-
dred Indians quietly going about their daily lives. Don 
Gaspar de Portola led his small band of soldiers slowly 
riding northward, never to return. The Indians lived 
where the Diego Sepulveda Adobe is today. The tribe 
was known as the Tongva. 
  As a docent at the adobe, I tell visitors they are stand-
ing where the Indians were in about 1750 and earlier. 
Also, I point out the display we have about the Tongva 
lifestyle. Tongva means “People of the earth”. The peo-
ple lived mainly on small animals, deer, fish, and ducks, 
and also fruit, berries, and nuts. Both men and women 
wore grass skirts and animal skins with elaborate jew-
elry made of shells, seeds, and beads. Hunting was done 
with bow and arrows, snares, and throwing sticks. Their 
housing, called wikiups, was made of willow branches 
and woven mats of tule rushes. Should the wikiups be-
come infested with vermin, they were burned down and 
rebuilt some distance away. 
  Want to learn more? Visit the Diego Sepulveda Adobe 
to view artifacts, speak to our docents, and discover 
more about our community’s native peoples. The con-
tributions of the Tongva to Costa Mesa history should 
not be overlooked. 
 
Dave Gardner 

President, Costa Mesa Historical Society 

In this Issue 

Nat Rochester, Costa Mesa War Hero ...........................2 

Adobe News: Artistic License Fair Recap ......................2 
Kimberly Millett’s Operation Iraqi Freedom..................2 

Important: Historical Society Elections .....................3 
Save the Date: Installation Dinner ..............................3 
Temporary parking instructions .....................................3 



�at Rochester, Costa Mesa 

War Hero 
In the Argonne Forest, October 8, 
1918, Sergeant Nathaniel N. Roches-
ter became one of the first Costa Me-
sans to die for his country. 
  Nat, as he was called, moved to 
what was then Harper in 1908 at age 
ten. His parents were artists, but he 
was drawn to patriotic duty, like the 
great-great grandfather for whom he 
was named, the Revolutionary War 
colonel and founder of Rochester, 
New York. 
  He enlisted with Company L, 
“Santa Ana’s Own,” in 1916, and 
briefly patrolled the Mexican border 
against Pancho Villa’s raids. The 
Company mobilized again in 1917 
when the US entered the Great War, 
and was stationed first in San Luis 
Obispo, then at Camp Kearny. 
  Nat returned home for the last time 
in April, 1918, taking a place of 
honor among the color guard at the 
“Homecoming of Company L,” con-
sidered one of the largest parades 
ever held in Santa Ana. 
  The company was deployed to 
Europe that summer. Nat was trans-
ferred to Company B, 308th infantry, 
and sent to the front. 
  Nat’s letters home contained his in-
veterate cheerfulness. He urged his 
mother, when he learned he would be 
fighting on her birthday, to celebrate 

by waving Old Glory. The supreme 
sacrifice, he said, “would be like 
skipping a grade in school.” 
  In October 1918 Nat’s division ad-
vanced quickly but reinforcements 
were delayed, allowing the German 
army to surround what would be-
come known as the “Lost Battalion.” 
554 soldiers fought for six days 
against overwhelming odds, with lit-
tle food or ammunition, and water 
only reached under enemy fire. Only 
194 men were rescued, the rest cap-
tured or killed. 
 On the last day of the siege, October 
8, Nat was shot and killed, a month 
away from his 21st birthday. He died, 
it is said, furiously working the bolt 
of his rifle, saying: “Don’t surren-
der.”  
 When his family and friends learned 
the news, they vowed to commemo-
rate their beloved Nat. A tablet was 
unveiled with great ceremony at the 
Church of the Messiah in Santa Ana, 
where it remains in a place of honor. 
His mother dedicated a book of po-
etry to him, From Star to Star, in 
print today. And his father cam-
paigned to memorialize fallen heroes 
in the names of city streets. 
  So on this Veteran’s Day, or when-
ever you’re on Rochester Street, take 
a moment to remember Nat, the 
cheery lad from Costa Mesa who sac-
rificed everything for his country. 

Adobe �ews 

Thank you to Society volunteers pro-

viding Adobe tours during the Artistic 

License Fair in Estancia Park Oct. 20 

and Oct. 21. Kathy Bequette, Nancy 
Pedersen, Alex Golson, Jan Rovan, 
Tess Bernstein, Jean Nomura, Cynthia 
Humphreys and Vicki Alcala Kelley 
chatted with visitors 
and guided the curi-
ous through the 
adobe. A slide show 
depicting the arts 
and crafts of Jo & 
Esther Dendel and 
their students drew 
many Fair visitors 
into the Adobe who 
knew the Costa 
Mesa couple. The tradition of the Den-
war Crafts Fair, held at the Dendels’ 
16th Street home & studio in the 70s 
and 80s, continues today as the Artistic 
License Fair. Several visitors to the 
Adobe including Margaret Moore, who 
met Esther through 4-H while attend-
ing high school in Iowa, and Mary 
Woodley, who took classes from Jo, 
shared some of their favorite memories 
of the couple. Society volunteers en-
joyed spending time in the park with 
the Artistic License Fair and look for-
ward to next year’s event.  
 

 

Kimberly Millett’s Operation 

Iraqi Freedom 
The photographs of Specialist Kim-
berly Millett, deployed to Iraq between 
2006-9, are both intimate and power-
ful, capturing striking moments of sol-
diers, landscapes, locals, and VIPs. 
The intimacy of the exhibit is height-
ened by her personal reflections ac-
companying the photos, excerpts from 
her journal, and artifacts from her two 
tours. The free exhibit is open daily 
11am-5pm at Heroes Hall, 88 Fair Dr.  

Sgt. Rochester marching with the color guard at the “Homecoming of Company L”, April 6, 1918. 



“Got A Story?” 
If it’s a Costa Mesa story we would love to hear it. We 
have historical information (and many transcribed oral 
histories) of the pioneers who lived here during our pre-
1953 Incorporation days through several decades after 
that; however, we are lacking stories from Costa Mesans 
through the 1980’s to today. Many changes have taken 
place and it would be wonderful to hear from people who 
lived through these changes. Our fair city developed from 
humble beginnings and now you see shopping bags from 
major high end stores at South Coast Plaza with Paris, 
London, New York, Los Angeles and Costa Mesa! We 
started our history as a pass through to Newport Beach 
and today we are a destination unto ourselves. Please 
share your experiences. Either write these “gems” up 
yourself or come in and we will record your story. It is 
that simple.  

 
Join Us, We’d Love to Have You 

Volunteering helps the society meet essential needs and 
offers a fun and rewarding way to meet others who share 
your love of Costa Mesa history. We are looking for 
members to sit on two new committees: 

  The �ewspaper Assembly Committee prepares the 
newsletter for mailing, while the Adobe Committee re-
cruits volunteers to plan an event, become a docent, or 
work on exhibits. Committees meet monthly and are 
chaired by board members. 
  Interested? Call us at 949-631-5918. Isn’t it more fun to 
work as a team? 

Smile With Us…That is Amazon Smile with us which 
will contribute money to the Costa Mesa Historical 
Society. So, remember each time you order something 
from Amazon, click smileamazon.com, make your order 
and then check charitable organization and locate the 
Costa Mesa Historical Society. You can use your existing 
Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile. 

 

Are Your Dues Overdue? 
   Your dues are important because they help to support the 
Society’s major programs and projects. You can locate your 
Dues Expiration Date by looking on YOUR �EWSLETTER 

LABEL...it is there to the right of your name... as a reminder. 
If your dues are due, just send a check to our Museum (see 
mailing address in next column); Attention: Susan Weeks. Or 
drop by in person on a Thursday or a Friday from 10am to 
3pm. Membership dues are listed in the Membership 
Information Box on page 4. 

 
Let’s Hear it for our Sponsors! 

Thank You, Copy4Less�B 
   Our newsletter printer, Copy4LessNB at 4360 Campus 
Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660 near the John Wayne 
Airport, discounts our newsletter printing costs 
throughout the year. Their phone number is (949)252-
8960. Thank you so much for this; we really appreciate it, 

Copy4Less�B. 

 

Marc and Denise Dionio 

Grocery Outlet 

Independent Owners/Operators 
bargain market 

Costa Mesa Grocery Outlet 
1835 Hewport Blvd., Ste C140 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

(949)642-5800 Office 
costamesa@groceryoutlet.com 

(949)642-5803 Fax groceryoutlet.com. 
facebook.com/CostaMesaGroceryOutlet 

Roberto’s 

Auto Trim 

In Costa Mesa Since 1964 

Raul Jara 

ralndb@earthlink.net 

2033 Harbor Blvd. 

Costa Mesa, CA92627 

949.642.8113 

Fax 949.642.7150 

Historical Society Elections 
The Costa Mesa Historical Society Elections will take 
place at the beginning of the Sunday Speaker Program on 
Nov. 19. The slate of candidates will be presented at the 
meeting. Nominations from the floor will be accepted at 
that time. The election will take place in public and any-
one can nominate someone from the floor. 

 

Save the Date: Installation Dinner 
Costa Mesa Historical Society Installation Dinner will be 
held Friday, January 26th at Newport Rib. Details and 
reservation forms will be in the December newsletter. 

 

Temporary Parking Instructions 
For the next year and a half, please enter the parking lot 
serving our Society, the Donald Dungan Library and the 

Recreation Center by entering from Anaheim only, not 

Park. The Park entrance is completely blocked off. 



 

Costa Mesa Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1764 

Costa Mesa CA  92628 
 

 

— Membership Form — 
 

 

 

�ame:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 
 

 

 

Membership Categories    

Annual  Special  

Individual $ 20.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 500.00 

Family $ 25.00   

Student (under 16) $ 10.00     

Contributing $ 50.00   

Business & Professional $100.00   

Public Agency $100.00   

Benefactor $250.00   

Individual Senior (60+) $ 15.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $   10.00 

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 

COSTA MESA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O BOX 1764 
COSTA MESA, CA. 92628 
Phone (949) 631-5918 
 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

NON PROFIT ORG 
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