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Historical Society Charter Member 
Henry S. “Hank” Panian passed from 
this life on July 14. In addition to his 
career as a history professor at Orange 
Coast College and a dedicated family 
man, Hank made time for community 
service and your Historical Society. 

Hank became a charter member of  
the Historical Society in 1966. Since 
that time he has: 

• Served with distinction on our 
board of  directors 
• Co-authored the Historical Society 
Quarterly from 1977-1987 
• Served as a docent at the Diego 
Sepulveda Adobe 

• Contributed his wit and wisdom to 
innumerable Society meetings and 
celebrations 
• Recorded his memories of  Costa 
Mesa’s history at the city’s 50th an-
niversary, and 
• Provided expert review of  the Soci-
ety’s two pictorial history books. 

Hank received the Society’s Living 
Memorial Award in 1987 and special 
recognition as one of  two surviving 
charter members of  the Society in 2015.  

Rest in peace, Hank. This society will 
never forget your contributions.  

— Art Goddard

The 71st Annual Fish Fry 
Stop by our booth at the 71st Annual Costa 
Mesa-Newport Harbor Lions Club Fish Fry 
this September 21-23 in Fairview Park. The 
popular festival expects an attendance of  
15,000, and will feature live music, vendors, 
and carnival rides, not to mention plenty of  
fish made with Heinz Kaiser’s secret 70-
year-old batter recipe. “Even people who 
don’t like fish like ours,” says Mike Schaefer. 
Proceeds from the event are donated to or-
ganizations throughout the community. So 
come on by and show your support! 

Living Memorial Nominations 
The Costa Mesa Historical Society is cur-
rently accepting nominations for the Living 
Memorial Award. To nominate an individ-
ual who has either given volunteer service 
over a period of  time or made a creative 
contribution of  historic value, please 
send a letter to the address below stating the 
nominee’s full name, some information 
about them, their achievements, and why 
they deserve the award. The recipient(s) will 
be selected by the Board of  Directors. 

Living Memorial Award 
Board of  Directors 
Costa Mesa Historical Society 
P.O. Box 1764 
Costa Mesa, CA 92628

Remembering Hank Panian 
Hank and Barbara Panian relax at the Historical Society’s 50th anniversary celebration, 2015

Society Welcomes New Intern 
Augustin Espinoza is a history and political science major from 
Vanguard University who will be interning with the historical 
society over the fall term. Augustin will work on Mondays and 
Fridays for the next few months for a total of  90 hours, culmi-
nating in a letter grade. His primary work will be to develop a 
finding aid for Nell Murbarger’s non-local photographs. Next 
time you see him, be sure to say hello!

Archivist Offers Course for Society Volunteers 
This September Mary Ellen Goddard, archivist for the histori-
cal society, will be offering four free hourlong classes on 
archival practice. Topics include ethics, search methods, cata-
loguing, boxing/storage, preservation, and acquisition criteria. 
All society volunteers are invited to learn how archivists can 
help researchers take advantage of  our rich collection. To learn 
more, visit the website or call us at 949-631-5918.



he Costa Mesa Historical Society preserves several docu-
ments written by Dr. Keith Dixon, a leader in the effort to 

protect 4-ORA-58, the Native American site in Fairview Park. 
Taken together, Dixon’s 1971 draft of  the site’s National Regis-
ter of  Historic Places nomination and his proposal to turn the 
archeological site into an open-air museum present a com-
pelling case both for the preservation of  the site’s past as well as 
a bold, if  unrealized, vision for its future. 
BACKGROUND 

In 1959 the state of  California designated as surplus a swath of  
land it had previously acquired for the Fairview State Hospital. 
The 350-acres stretched west from the hospital to the Santa 
Ana River. Had the land been released immediately, the history 
of  Fairview Park might have been very different. But, as it hap-
pened, an ownership dispute tied up the land in court through-
out the 1960s, and the title wasn’t cleared until 1970.  

By then the ecological movement had taken root. Many in 
Costa Mesa felt squeezed by two decades of  rapid suburbaniza-
tion that had displaced the town’s rural character. Moreover, 
many felt a need to preserve the area’s disappearing history, as 
evidenced by, among other things, the formation of  the Costa 
Mesa Historical Society.  

By 1972 nearly everyone believed the land ought to be pur-
chased from the state for the purpose of  a park, thanks to early 
champions of  the idea such as the city’s Project 80 committee, 
Estancia High School’s Ecology Committee, and Cal State 
Long Beach’s professor of  anthropology, Keith Dixon. 

Dixon, who directed excavations at the site from 1959-1966, 
was an ideal advocate, combining scientific credibility, hands-on 
experience, and passion. Leveraging this background, he nomi-
nated the site for the National Register of  Historic Places in 
1971 to help protect it from urban development. 

The National Register, in his words, serves as “the official list 
of  the nation’s cultural property that has been evaluated by ex-
perts as worth saving. It is a protective inventory of  those irre-
placeable resources which are of  more than local significance.”  
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION 

In his nomination Dixon argues that the Fairview site is a 
unique example of  what was once typical of  the region. “It rep-
resents the last well-preserved remnant of  an important part of  
the Indian heritage.” The site is of  more than local significance, 
he says, for the following reasons: 

It is one of  the largest known Indian sites in the region, 
with up to 750,000 cubic yards of  deposit. It was intensely 
occupied for at least 3,000 years, giving anthropologists cen-
turies of  data from which to reconstruct cultural patterns. It 
contains a large number of  human burials, instructive on 
the diseases, pathology, and nutrition of  native peoples. It is the 
most securely dated prehistoric site in the region, pro-
viding clear markers between successive civilizations. Its unique-
ly clear stratification further illuminates the relationships 
between the major cultures in the area. It contains a number of  

cogged stones in their original position rather than scat-
tered on the surface, giving better insight into the mysterious 
artifacts. Finally, it offers an extensive record of  past ecolo-
gy, through which scientists may reconstruct millennia of  eco-
logical history. 
ARCHEOLOGICAL PARK 

Dixon also argued that, given the proximity of  the site to major 
population centers, it would attract both locals and tourists with 
its unique educational opportunities. To that end, he proposed 
an ambitious five-phase project partly modeled on Hancock 
Park’s La Brea Tarpits. 

First, archeologists would conduct a surface survey by “disk-
ing” the upper 12 inches of  the deposit to identify differences in 
human activity across the site, reinforce earlier tests, and guide 
future studies. Second, a landscaped park would be developed 
over the site, allowing full public use of  the recreational area 
while at the same time preserving the archeological material 
below. Third, archeological research would be conducted in 
view of  the public, much like the tourist-attracting excavations 
at Hancock Park. Fourth, permanent exhibits would “recreate 
the Indian way of  life, to make Orange County’s prehistory ‘vis-
ible’ for the first time.” Exhibits would include reconstructions 
of  Indian homes, a native plant botanical garden, and an ex-
posed cross-section of  the bluff  illustrating the archeological 
deposit and geological strata. Fifth, a Museum of  Local Ecolo-
gy would not only house collected artifacts but would also 
demonstrate how all aspects of  the environment — physical 
characteristics, animal life, plant life, climate, and man — inter-
operate upon one other as a single system. This kind of  in-
terdisciplinary, systematic museum would be, to Dixon’s knowl-
edge, unique in the world. 

Dixon believed the park could both memorialize past cultures 
and increase public understanding of  the nation’s Indian her-
itage. Early planners seemed to agree, giving pride of  place to 
the cultural zone. By 1978, however, the ambitious project was 
apparently dropped in favor of  a less intensive park. Finally, in 
1994, after the city performed one last archeological survey, 
Dixon recommended that the site be “capped.” Archeologists 
had done all they could to study it, at least for now, he said.  

Although Dixon’s vision for an archeological park was never 
realized, his tireless efforts nevertheless played a vital role in 
preserving the site for future generations.  

T

Protecting Costa Mesa’s 
Indigenous Heritage

Costa Mesa Historical Society members tour surplus Fairview Hospital land in 1971.



2018 marks the 50th anniversary of  a 
historic music festival remembered as 
much for its unpredictably large crowds, 
last minute venue changes, food and wa-
ter shortages, challenging weather, and 
mud-loving concertgoers as it is for its 
lineup of  legends like Eric Burden, the 
Grateful Dead, and Jefferson Airplane.  

No, not that festival.  
We’re talking about the Newport Pop 

Festival, held right here on the OC Fair-
grounds in Costa Mesa August 3-4, 1968.  

While it’s largely forgotten now, the 
Newport Pop Festival is arguably one of  

the most significant events in Costa Mesa 
cultural history. It is believed to be the 
first ever pop concert with more than 
100,000 paying attendees (total atten-
dance is estimated at 140,000) and it pro-
vided an important link between 1967’s 
Monterey Pop Festival and 1969’s Wood-
stock, presciently foreshadowing what 
was to come the following year. 

To learn more about this important 
part of  our cultural history, visit the Cos-
ta Mesa Historical Society Museum’s ex-
hibit box on the Newport Pop Festival, on 
display every Thursday and Friday from 
10 a.m.–3 p.m.  

Shop with us on Amazon 
Every time you start your order with Amazon Smile, 
Amazon will donate to the Costa Mesa Historical 
Society. Visit smileamazon.com before making your 
next purchase, being sure to check “charitable or-
ganization” and selecting the Costa Mesa Historical 
Society when prompted. You can use your existing 
Amazon account on AmazonSmile.  

Dues Overdue? 
Make sure your dues are up to date by looking at 
your dues expiration date on the address label to 
the right of your name. If your dues are due, mail in 
a check, c/o Susan Weeks, Treasurer, or drop it off on 
a Thursday or Friday from 10am to 3pm. Member-
ship dues are listed on the back page.  

Make a Difference — Volunteer  
We’re looking for a volunteer to set up refresh-
ments at our monthly programs as well as mem-
bers to sit on two new committees: the Newsletter 
Assembly Committee prepares the newsletter for 
mailing, while the Adobe Committee recruits vol-
unteers to plan an event, become a docent, or work 
on exhibits. Committees meet monthly and are 
chaired by board members. Interested? Call us at 
949-631-5918. Isn’t it more fun to work as a team? 

Share Your Story 
We’d love to hear your Costa Mesa stories. Many 
changes have taken place and we want to hear from 
those who lived through them. Write the memories 
yourself or come to the museum and we’ll tran-
scribe them for you. It’s that simple! 

Temporary Parking Instructions  
Entry to the historical society parking lot is currently 
limited to Park Avenue, but this is subject to 
change. If Park is closed, try Anaheim Avenue. There 
is no estimated completion date at this time. 

Alan Kumura
Independent Owner/Operator

Grocery Outlet • Bargain Market
COSTA MESA GROCERY OUTLET 

1835 Newport Blvd, #C140 
Costa Mesa, CA 92627 

(949) 642-5800 Office • (949) 642-5803 Fax 
costamesa@groceryoutlet.com

groceryoutlet.com 

ROBERTO’S AUTO TRIM
In Costa Mesa Since 1964

Raul Jara
ralndb@earthlink.net

2033 Harbor Blvd
Costa Mesa, CA 92627

949.642.8113  
Fax 949.642.7150 

New Website 
The Costa Mesa Historical Society has a new web-
site. The secure, mobile-friendly site features a 
fresh look and feel, a revamped blog, email sub-
scriptions, and more. Check it out!  
costamesahistory.org  

Thank You, Copy 4 Less NB 
Our printer discounts our costs throughout 

the year. Thank you so much for this, 
Copy 4 Less NB — we really appreciate it! 
Visit Copy 4 Less at 3930 Campus Drive, 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 at the corner of 
Campus and Quail (near John Wayne Air-

port) or call (949) 252-8960.

A West Coast Woodstock?

Thanks to a joint effort of  society volun-
teers, a new mannequin has been added 
to the Diego Sepulveda Adobe. 

It’s hoped the mannequin, represent-
ing a young woman from around the 
1860s, will illustrate period dress, spark 
conversation, and add a splash of  color, 
craftsmanship, and beauty to the adobe’s 
Victorian Room. The mannequin was 
purchased with the personal funds of  Art 
and Mary Ellen Goddard, who then do-
nated it to the society. It replaces a taller 
mannequin whose dress could no longer 
be repaired. 

Once acquired, one of  our docents 
reached out to Cynthia Corley, Orange 
Coast College Theatre Arts Department, 
who donated her time to create the new 
mannequin’s outfit and wig. Corley was 
reimbursed for the cost of  materials, but 
she donated all her labor for the benefit 
of  the historical society. The mannequin 
now models an attractive blouse and 
tiered skirt. 

The mannequin is a perfect example 
of  how people can help our organization. 
If  you have an idea for helping out, let us 
know. And don’t forget to stop by the 
adobe and admire the work that went 
into the new educational model.

A New Look at the Adobe

TOP: the mannequin is shown wearing a blouse and 
tiered skirt designed by OCC’s Cynthia Corley. 
BOTTOM: Mary Ellen Goddard looks on while Cynthia 
Corley makes an adjustment. 

http://smileamazon.com
http://smileamazon.com
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— Membership Form —

Name: Address:

City: State: Zip: Phone: E-Mail:

Membership Categories

Annual 
Individual $20.00 
Individual Senior (60+) $15.00 
Family $25.00 
Student (under 16) $10.00 
Contributing $50.00 

Business and Professional $100.00 
Public Agency $100.00 
Benefactor $250.00

Lifetime 
Individual Life Member $500.00 
Business Life Member $1,000.00 

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

Diego Sepulveda Adobe 

1900 Adams Ave. 
Open 12-4 p.m. Every 1st and 3rd Saturday*  
Explore centuries of history when you visit one of 
Orange County’s oldest buildings in its gorgeous 
setting at Estancia Park. 

Costa Mesa Historical Society Museum

1870 Anaheim Ave. 
Open 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Every Thursday and Friday* 
View a mind-boggling array of artifacts from 
5,000 years of Costa Mesa history — from the first 
peoples to the City of the Arts. 

* Or schedule an appointment at 949-631-5918.

V I S I T  U S

I N S I D E  
Remembering Hank Panian, Fairview Park’s In-
digenous Heritage, A New Mannequin at the 
Adobe, A West Coast Woodstock, and more! 


