
         

Note: Due to construction, entry to parking lot has been changed to Anaheim Ave. 

The Costa Mesa Historical Society is pleased to announce that Tony Burica, owner 

of Tony's Boat Shop, will be our speaker on Sunday October 21, 2018 . as he presents his 

life's Journey from Croatia to the United States and more!  
 

Tony Burica, owner of Tony’s Boat Shop in Costa Mesa, is known to generations of Newport Beach sailors for 
his superb craftsmanship in repairing Sabots, Lido 14s, and other small boats. After first working for Schock 
boats for 20 years, Tony opened his Boat Shop and began repairing the boats being sailed on the Bay. After 
nearly thirty years and many thousands of boats repaired, he finally retired, but the legend lives on in this 
newly published book about his life. Now we all have the opportunity to meet Tony at the Costa Mesa 
Historical Society Sunday, October 21st (doors open at 2pm), and to hear more about his great odyssey.   
 

What is not generally known about Tony is how he came to Newport 
Beach in the first place. His life story is truly amazing. As a young man, 
not willing to become part of the communist regime of Marshall Tito, 
he fled Croatia by sailing a boat to Italy. As a stateless person without 
documents, he was held in a refugee camp for six months, eventually 
getting a job at an American Army base in Germany. Then he embarked 
on a journey that took him and his friend Ivan to Sweden, and then 
eventually to Spain and the Canary Islands. Their goal was to somehow 
reach America and freedom.  
 

Never giving up, he and his friend Ivan finally arrived in Los Angeles. After 
getting established at Schock Boats in Newport Beach, Tony returned to 
Croatia and married his high school sweetheart, Tereza, who had never given 
up hope and waited 16 years for him. Theirs is a love story that will restore 
your faith in human beings.  
 
Come join us at the Costa Mesa Historical Society at 1870 Anaheim Ave, 
Costa Mesa, 92627. We invite you to come and meet Tony, and perhaps 
purchase an autographed copy of SEEKING FREEDOM, A FIVE YEAR ODYSSEY.  
 

 

So bring a friend and join us on an odyssey you will long remember! 

 

Seating is limited, for RESERVATIONS call (949) 631-5918.    Doors open at 2:00, program at 2:30. Free 

admission and refreshments. We are located at 1870 Anaheim Ave. northwest corner of the Lions Park 

complex.Visit www.costamesahistory.org   or go to facebook/costa mesa historical society for 

more information. 

http://www.costamesahistory.org/

