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We Are Back
After a long absence of about 15 months. The
Costa Mesa Historical Society officially opened
back up on Thursday, August 5th. Our hours are
still the same, Thursday and Friday 10 to 3.
However, the Diego Sepulveda Adobe remains
closed until further notice due to some overdue
changes and improvements that have to be implemented.
Please plan to drop by sometime and say hello.
Call for Volunteers
We are always in need of volunteers. No
special skills are required. So If you have some
time on your hands during the week and are interested in preserving Costa Mesa history,
please contact us.
I became a volunteer right after the 9/11 attack
in 2001. As many of you know, it was a very
sad time. Many of us were stunned at the news.
I recall the president, then George W. Bush,
saying that if you feel you want to help somehow, look to do something for your community.
One Sunday, the following month in November,
I attended one of the monthly speaker programs
at the Historical Society. As always, in November, the program was a military theme in honor
of Veterans Day. I saw what important work the
society was doing to preserve the history of
Costa Mesa and I was inspired to help out.. That
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Peggy Gardner

Peggy Gardner, and the mural she painted across from
Estancia High School, on the wall next to the fire station on Placentia Avenue, have been in the news lately.
The mural is fading, especially the parts that are continually in the sunlight. There is a movement to have
the mural – which depicts 6 different time periods of
that part of the city – restored. The mural, originally
commissioned by the city’s Historic Preservation Committee and completed in 2005, takes the viewer from
about 1500BC up through the present time.
This is not Peggy’s first – or last – artistic endeavor.
Peggy, who passed away in 2013, was the wife of our
long-time president Dave Gardner. She was multitalented, and did everything from cake decorating to
painting on rocks, canvas, wood, almost anything that
would hold the paint she selected for the subject she
wanted to depict. She also wrote 8 books, some of history, some fiction and some a mixture thereof. In addition, a catalog of her drawings is in another book.
She was known for her murals, many of which were
inside homes. At least one other mural was on another
wall – in her back yard.
Peggy was born in Arizona, raised in Iowa, and lived in
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Down Memory Lane
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Ralph Story once did a show called “Things That
Aren’t Here Anymore”. He would visit locations and
reminisce about what used to be there with stories
and photos. He was a great storyteller with a wonderful voice. I would like to honor him with our own
walk down Memory Lane.
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Let’s start on Harbor Blvd. and the 405 Freeway. In
the early 1970’s, in what was once a dirt field Colony
Kitchen appeared. They were noted for their homestyle cooking. After a while, they moved to 19th St.
and Kaplan’s Deli and Restaurant took their place in
the 1990’s. Kaplan’s had a long run serving their famous pastrami sandwiches and fresh bagels.
The building was razed and what sits in its place now
is IN-N-OUT burgers.
If you do a 180 degree turn, you will find yourself
looking at Car Max. “Harbor Boulevard of Cars” was
a marketing motto I remember hearing while I was
growing up in Costa Mesa. Prior to that it was Wick’s
Furniture. The original building housed Gold Key
Furniture.
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Right in that same area was a train tunnel under the
405 freeway. I remember having to wait for the train
to go by at Baker and Harbor. Up until last year, a
small section of track was still visible at Metro Car
Wash. Those tracks were a spur line to the warehouses of the Santa Ana Army Air Base. The warehouses were still in use by other businesses until they
were torn down to create the Camden Apartments.
Village Way was originally named Warehouse Road.
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New comers to our city have no idea of it’s past. That
is why we are constantly searching for individuals
that can share a story
about an old place of
business that is now
just a memory.
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The Gibson’s and Their Jersey Dairy
Donald and Edna Gibson came to Costa Mesa from Arroyo Grande in 1919, and purchased one of the Fairview
Farms tract ten-acre plots in the vicinity of what is now
the Weinerschnitzel Restaurant, near Harbor and 19th.
(At that time, the town was still called Harper, and Harbor
Boulevard was still called Fairview Road.) Mr. Gibson
brought their farm equipment, two horses and a cow,
some chickens and their feed – and their furniture and
other household goods – on the train to their new home.
Mrs. Gibson drove their car and with their year-old About 1936, the boys began delivering the milk in a small
daughter Doris met him there.
pickup. Marvin was fifteen and had to get a license to
drive. Arthur was 13 and helped with the deliveries.
There was a lemon grove on their ten acres, and the house Much of the work in the dairy was done by electricity, but
on the property was not yet completed, so they rented a care had to be taken with the milking machine because it
house to live in until they finished enough of their home was hard on the cows and could injure them if not used
to move into it. They were experienced farmers, but did- correctly.
n’t know much about lemons and later took the trees out. In a 1978 interview, Mrs. Gibson commented, “I just
They began raising all the heifer calves their cow pro- loved those Jersey cows. You could talk to them. If you
duced, eventually began selling milk, and built the Gibson called them by their names, they would come to you.”
Jersey Dairy.
Before they sold the property in 1943, they had built up
Donald drove a school bus for 7 or 8 years, then as more their dairy to about 50 cows, and were milking 35 of
them. When their boys enlisted in the Army Air Corps
property was being subdivided, and more roads were
and the Navy during World War II, the Gibson’s sold
needed, he began working for the County, grading old
streets and putting in new streets. In the meantime, Edna their Costa Mesa acreage and the dairy. They moved to
Upland and bought an orange grove.
was taking care of the farm and raising their three children, including boys Arthur and Marvin. When the oil
boom hit Huntington Beach, they joined others in Costa
Mesa and sold a portion of their property. But the oil did- XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
n’t pan out – it was apparently a poor grade of oil – so
they put in a service station on the corner of Barnard and

Remembering Doris Taylor Foster

Doris Ethelyn Parsons Taylor-Foster, a founding member
of the Costa Mesa Historical Society, died August 23,
2021.She was born in 1920 in Missoula, Montana, graduated from Laguna Beach High School, and married Ralph
Taylor in 1938. In 1942 they bought 3 acres on Pacific
Avenue in what is now Costa Mesa, and during WWII
worked at the Santa Ana Army Air Base. Ralph died in
1983, and she married Warren Foster in 2000. She is
survived by daughters Evelyn Johnson of Costa Mesa,
Vicki Isbell of San Tan Valley, AZ, and son John Taylor
of Costa Mesa as well as many grand, great and greatgreat grandchildren.
Graveside services were September 11. In lieu of flowers,
Harbor. Donald quit grading roads and worked at the
3
service station. At the same time, they were building up the family asks that you make a donation to the First
United Methodist Church Endowment Fund (420 West
their dairy.
19th St. in Costa Mesa).

NON PROFIT ORG

COSTA MESA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O BOX 1764
COSTA MESA, CA. 92628
Phone (949) 631-5918

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
SANTA ANA,CA
PERMIT NO. 4352

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL

Costa Mesa Historical Society
P.O. Box 1764
Costa Mesa CA 92628

— Membership Form —
Name:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________

City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________

Membership Categories
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Contributing
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Business & Professional
Public Agency
Benefactor
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$250.00
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Business Life Membership

$500.00
$1,000.00

Special
SAAAB Wing Annual Member
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4
Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society.
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California.

