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Promoting and preserving Costa Mesa’s history is our mission. 

  
The Lab and Other Unique Places created by  

Linda Sadeghi 
 

The LAB stands for “Little American Business” and 
that’s exactly who Linda Sadeghi strives to support. 
The LAB began its journey to combat retail monotony 
in 1993 when it was recycled from a night-vision gog-
gle factory located in Costa Mesa by The LAB Team, 
with Linda Sadeghi as current steward. 
As owner/operator/designer, Linda is celebrating The 
Lab’s 30 years as a successful retail, restaurant, art 
and entertainment venue for the “young at heart”.  
At the core of her efforts is her mission to renovate 
historic buildings and repurpose them. The Costa Me-
sa Historical Society is pleased to have her as guest 
speaker at our January 14th event. It will take place in 
the Adams Room at the Donald Dungan Library. 
Event begins a 2pm.  
Light refreshments will be served. 
Admission is free but R.S.V.P. is required. Please call 
(949) 631-5918 by January 10th 
 
 
Installation of Historical Society Board 
 
As part of the program, the Historical Society 2023 
Board of Directors will be installed by councilperson 
Arlis Reynolds.  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
DECEMBER 2022 

 

How did December get here so quickly? It’s been a 
busy year for us. Opening up again after Covid brought 
its own set of problems, but we weathered them quite 
well. The Adobe reopened on October 1st after much 
needed repairs and renovation. Thanks go to our head 
docent Cindy Humphreys and her dedicated committee. 
Our programs are back with special mention of the Or-
ange Coast College Planetarium show presented to our 
members and friends in August. Andrea Marr spoke 
about her naval career in November.  Our website has 
been updated and a new membership brochure created 
by one of our volunteers. You can now visit us on Insta-
gram as well. 
Speaking of volunteers – we are always looking for 
those who wish to share their expertise and creative ide-
as Plans are under way for 2023 - Lots of surprises in 
store. Stay tuned………… 
Happy New Year,                                                                                                                                                         
Barbara Steck 
 
P.S. Special kudos to newsletter writer, editor and pub-
lisher Bob Palazzola. It’s a hard job! 

BIG NEWS IN 2023 
 

Costa Mesa will be celebrating  
its 70th birthday  

 

1953-2023 
 

There are sure to be a lot of events in 
observance of this milestone in the 
city’s history. Be on the lookout. 



Stocking Stuffers? 
 
Submitted by Mary Ellen Goddard. 
 
Well, maybe a little late  for Christmas shop-
ping, but remember that the Costa Mesa Histori-
cal Society is one of your “Go-to places” for 
small gifts—and more. We have Items range in 
price from 50 cents to $15.00. However, there 
are some exceptions. Of course, this event is be-
ing done as a fund raiser for the society. We also 
have our regular gift shop with books and so 
forth.  
 
 
And if you are out shopping, you can peruse the new toy exhibit and those that relate to Costa Mesa 
history.  
We are open Thursday and Friday from 10 AM  to 3 PM and otherwise by arrangement. We hope to 
see you soon. 

Movie Memories From the 
Past 

 
Submitted By Mari Page 

 
Did you know that Costa Mesa once had it’s own ozoner? 
In fact it opened on July 8, 1949, with the showing of the 
“Streets of Laredo” with William Holden and the “City 
Across the River” with Stephen McNally. Now if you 
haven’t guessed what an ozoner is, it is the slang word for 
a drive-in theater, used in the past. 
 

The Paulo Drive-in theater was located on Paularino and 
Newport Boulevard between the cities of Santa and Costa 
Mesa. In 1949, it took four months to construct it, and it 
was Orange Counties third drive-in. When it  

was built by the Ward Theater group, the large 40x60 foot screen was a draw for 
 patrons. In the early 1950’s, it was for a short time, part of the Cabart Theaters. The Pacific Drive-
in Theaters acquired the Paulo in 1952 adding it to California’s largest drive -in chain. Progress and 
land development in Orange County took it’s toll in the mid 1970’s. On February 2, 1976, the Pau-
lo closed with the showing of “Flesh Gordon” and second feature of “The Cheerleaders”. The drive
-in was demolished, with apartments built on the site and land for the 55 freeway construction. 



 
 
 

Drive-in History 
 
The history of people watching films out doors dates back to the early 1910’s, but the first 
actual drive-in was opened in June of 1933 in Camden New Jersey. Richard Hollingshead 
came up with a solution for people who found regular theater seats small and uncomforta-
ble to sit in. It was reported that his mother was a large size woman who had difficulties 
fitting into the seats in the theater. The story goes like this, according to Jim Kopp of the 
United Drive-In Theaters Association. “ So he stuck her in a car and put a 1928 projector 
on the hood of the car, and tied two sheet to a tree  in his yard” the drive-in was born.  Af-
ter experimenting for several years in order to make a ramp system for cars so that every-
one could have a good view of the screen, he opened his drive-in 1933. He advertised his 
drive-in as a place where “ The whole family is welcome, regardless of how noisy the chil-
dren are.” People liked the concept and news of the success of Hollingshead’s drive-in 
spread. With the advent of in-car speakers in the early 1940’s the popularity increased. 
 
Drive-ins: (continued) 
 
The number of drive-in peaked in 1958 at 4,063. Most drive in were built on the edge of 
towns where the land was inexpensive.  As the cities and towns expanded more and more 
pressure was placed on the small family  
 owners. They were finding it harder and harder to compete with the  development of the 
VCR where people could watch movies from the comfort of their own home. In time it be-
came an economic necessity for small owners to sell out to the land developers who would 
build shopping malls and housing developments. 
 
California’s history includes many drive-ins like the Paulo.  The first drive-in opened in June of 1938, at 
time when there were less than 15 in the United States. In the next 10 years 42 more had opened making 
California one of the top states for drive-ins. The size of the states population and the abundance of good 
weather were just right to cement the drive-ins popularity. By the late 1960’s the state had more than 220 
in operation. 
 
Since that time most of California’s drive-in have suffered the same fate as Costa Mesa’s Paulo Drive-in. 
Today only about 18 drive-ins are left in California that are still operating. Across the United States there 
are only 305 left as reported by the Theater Owners’s Association. 

 
  Come on by and check out  

this 2023 calendar at the 
Costa Mesa  

Historical Society 
 

Provided by Renee Pina 
Eastside Costa Mesa Realtor 



 

Lifetime Members 
 

Ganahl Lumber 
714 556-1500 

- 
Mesa Water District 

949 631-1200 

Annual Members 
 

Mary Fewel 
Village Green Real Estate 

949 285-2161 
- 

Mark Sladky 
Torelli Realty 
714 540-7355 

- 

John Leffler 
Gatehouse Realty 

949 285-2161 
 

Lori Robnett 
First Team Real Estate 

714 906-2059 
- 

Creative Works by Glasgow 
714 546-1267 
Carl Glasgow 
714 546-1267 

- 

Roberto’s Auto Trim 
949 642-8113 

- 

THUNDERKING 
COFFEE COMPANY 

 
WWW.THUNDERKINGBREWIN

G.COM 
- 

Renee Pina 
Eastside Costa Mesa Realtor 

949 698-2003 
- 

Michael Scheafer 
Stae Farm Insurance 

714 435-0300 

Annual Members 
 

Janet Lee Krochman, CPA 
714 557-7718 

 
Carolyn Fox 

Richards Duck Bar Ranch 
209 608-3406 

 
John Forsyte 

Pacific Symphony 
 

Maureen Mazzarella 
Rita Raven Hair Lounge 

 

 
  

 
THIS SPACE  
 
RESERVED  
 
FOR FUTURE  
 
BUSINESSES. 
 

 

OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS 
Thank you for your continued support 



Digging into the past. 
 
The following is taken from the January 1983 Costa Mesa Historical Society Quarterly. 
(no longer published) Please keep in mind that this was written in 1983. 
 
 
     A BIG 1983 
 
The New Year, 1983, represents a unique moment in Costa Mesa’s history: Several past devel-
opments celebrate  significant anniversary events. For one, The Costa Mesa High School is 25 
years old. 
         But, even larger in our memories is the thirteenth anniversary of the city’s incorporation.  
This year, also, includes the sixteenth year in the founding of our first library and of the news-
paper, “The Globe Herald.”forerunner of today’s “The Daily Pilot.” 
 
 
NARMCO: A BEGINNING AND AN END 
 
In June , 1953 the plastics firm, Narmco, 600 Victoria, ran a full-page ad in the local paper. 
The newscopy blared in four-inch high letters the message ”We Predict Costa Mesa’s Future Is 
Brighter Than Ever.” 
 They were right! But now, 30 years later on January 1, 1983, that same plan will leave 
Costa Mesa to re-locate to Anaheim. This move is the result of a battle between Narmco and 
local residents. The issue was over plant emissions and their potential effect upon health. 
 Yet, in 1953, ironically, Narmco was in the forefront of the campaign to incorporate 
Costa Mesa. E.H. von Ehrenberg, Secretary-Treasurer for businesses, explained to the public 
that if the community were to incorporate and have a unification of government, public services 
and a planned expansion, the industrial future of the city would be greatly aided. 
 His comments carried political weight. At the time, Narmco was Costa Mesa’s leading 
industry. It employed 87 workers. Its fiberglass fishing rods, arrow shafts for archers and bows 
were sold in every state, to France, Switzerland, Canada, Germany, Australia and South Africa. 
Even then, Costa Mesa had entered the international market, a common commercial characteris-
tic of importance today. 
 The parent firm was known as National Research and Manufacturing. It had been found-
ed during 1944 in San Diego to manufacture structural adhesives for airplane fabrication, an 
effort essential to World War II military success. Its product was labeled “Meltbond.” National 
Research had, also, developed a fiberglass laminate named “Conolon.” 
 In 1947, National Research established its Costa Mesa division. It included the Sporting 
Goods Company that specialized in the recreational equipment mentioned above, and the resins 
and Coatings Company that supplied raw materials for the San Diego production of adhesives. 
Later, this corporation became famous for the manufacture of fiberglass vaulting poles, a fea-
ture which revolutionized that track and field event. 
 In addition, Narmco at the time attracted other businesses to this area. Its sub-
contractors hired another 50 people. Also, new companies that needed special resins moved to 
within close proximity and helped to make Costa Mesa an important point of fiberglass produc-
tion. 
 Today, what was once a big part of the city’s beginning has come to an end. Neverthe-
less, Narmco bet on the brightest of our future when many others were not. Its forsight and con-
tributions will not be forgotten. 
 
 
 



 
Costa Mesa Historical Society 

P.O. Box 1764 
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— Membership Form — 
 

 
 
Name:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 

 

 
 

Membership Categories    

Annual  Special  
Individual $ 20.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 500.00 

Family $ 25.00   
Student (under 16) $ 10.00     
Contributing $ 50.00   

Business & Professional $100.00   
Public Agency $100.00   

Benefactor $250.00   

Individual Senior (60+) $ 15.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $   10.00 

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 
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