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 SAVE THE DATE 
 

Here is a look at our upcoming events  
for the next three months 

  
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Another year quickly passed by. It was a busy one 
for the Historical Society and we accomplished a lot. 
The grand-re-opening of the Adobe on October 1st 
was a big success. The mayor and several of the 
council members attended as well as Vicki and Lynn 
Alcala. The Alcala family was the last to live in the 
Adobe. Many attendees commented on how special it 
was to have the Adobe available for tours again. 
Cultural Anthropologist Stephen O’Neil spoke about 
the Adobe’s early history. 
Our website was updated, and we opened an Insta-
gram account thanks to two of our new member/
volunteers. Our membership brochure was updated 
and is now in full color. Our booth at the Fish Fry 
had over 200 visitors on that first weekend in June, 
and 100 children entered our coloring contest. We 
signed up 5 new members. 
To restart our Speaker Series, Mayor Pro-Tem An-
drea Marr was our November speaker. A graduate 
of the US Naval Academy, she spoke of her years of 
service and her time aboard a nuclear aircraft carri-
er.  
On to the new year and many interesting programs 
and events planned for 2023. See elsewhere in this 
newsletter for a “Save the Date” calendar. 
Happy New Year!!                                                                                                                                               
Barbara Steck 
P.S. We still need volunteers! You have skills that 
can be put to good use. Call us at 949-631-5918 and 
find out just how very important you are. 

Barbara Steck 

Attention All Members 
 
We are updating our information and would 
appreciate your assistance. Any members 
with an email address are requested to send 
us an email. Even if you think we have it, 
please email for confirmation. 
Just put “HI” in the subject block and email 
us at:  
CMHS_TREASURER@YAHOO.COM 
 
That is all there is to it. 
Thank you 

 
March 18 
 
Orange Coast College's 75th Anniversary:  
Details on page 2. 
 
April ? 
 
Program for April pending.   
We will advise on website and social media around 
mid-March 
 
May 20 
 
Chuck Jones Animation. 
You don’t want to miss this one. 
Details forthcoming in March-April newsletter. 

Volunteers Wanted 
We could use the help. Various skill levels and  
flexible hours. Give us a call ,or better yet, drop in. 
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Orange Coast College's 75th Anniversary: Review of Academic Programs   

A brief overview of the history and first programs offered at Orange Coast College in 
1948.  How was the first curriculum developed and how did the new college decide which pro-
grams to offer.  Attendees may be surprised to find out which programs are still being offered 
75 years later; which programs modified over time, which programs gradually ended, and 
which became the foundation of Golden West College less than 20 years after its founding. 

(Attendees will be offered a brief tour of the campus following the presentation). 

Kevin Ballinger was a student at Orange Coast College from 1975-1978 and after working in a 
health occupation, returned to work at the college for 35 years (1985-2020).  During his time at 
OCC, Kevin was a professor, then a dean, vice president, and even served briefly as interim 
president. 

To reserve a seat, please call or leave a message at 949 631-5918 and give us your name, 
how many in the party and your phone number. Please respond by March 10 

Link to map of campus: 

 https://orangecoastcollege.edu/about/map/docs/occ-campus-map.pdf.  

Use Pirate Way for parking lot “A”  
Use Arlington or Merrimac Way for parking lot “C” 

 

 
 
College 
Center 
 
Bldg. 189 

Student  Union 
Bldg.  188 

Lot 
 

A 

Lot 
 

C 

Pirate Way 

F
airview

 R
oad 

Merrimac Way 

Adams Ave. 

Arlington 

View of Student Union bldg. from  Lot “C” 

View of Student Union bldg. from  Lot “A” 
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Newport Pop Festival 
Submitted by Mari Page 
  
Can you imagine that our city of Costa Mesa almost doubled in size in one weekend in 1968. Costa 
Mesa, with it’s population at the time of 71,300, was the host of what was to be called the Newport 
Pops Festival.  In case you are wondering why it was called the Newport Pops Festival, when it 
was held in Costa Mesa, it was because the fairgrounds were located on Newport Boulevard. Tick-
ets to the event, with its well known pop musicians, sold briskly at $5.50 for each day of the Au-
gust 3-4, weekend. The demand for tickets was overwhelming. The promoters were planning for 
25,000 attendees, which was the amount people the Orange County Fair Grounds could hold. In the 
days leading up to the event over 100,000 tickets were sold. A contingency plan was soon put in 
place. The event would be moved to the fairground parking lots. Rolling Stone Magazine estimated 
over 140,000 attended. This was the first music concert to have over 100,000 paid attendees. 
 
Three days before the event, the parking lot plan was put into place with the venders and food con-
cessions. Sanitation, fencing and staging had to all be erected in this short span of time. When the 
festival started, because of poor planning, none of the food concessionaires had anywhere near 
enough supplies. They quickly ran out of food and drink on the first day, before it was even half-
way over.  Concert goers had to rely on drinking water from garden hoses stretched from inside the 
fairgrounds. The lack of food and drink were not the only problems that concert goers faced. Au-
gust in Southern California can be extremely hot and the parking lots turned into dusty hot areas 
that offered no shade or relief from the sun,  sunburns were common. An untold number of at-
tendees without tickets charged the poorly constructed fences to get in to listen to the performers 
for free.  Another serious problem occurred because  most of the crowd did not have hotel reserva-
tions and had no place to stay. Costa Mesa city officials helped alleviate this problem by opening 
up a 32 acre area with water tanks and portable toilets for camping. 
 
 
Rolling Stone Magazine said “ The festival was regarded musically successful but on other fronts 
rather less than pleasing”. This was easy to see for the reasons I stated above. The musical lineup  
for the two days was impressive for Pop Music Culture. Saturday had such notables as Tiny Tim, 
Sonny and Cher, Steppenwolf and Canned Heat. The duo of Sonny and Cher arrived by helicopter 
which drew a lot of attention, but their performance was not well received and they were booed be-
cause their music wasn’t considered current. The reported highlight of the first day came at night 
when Country Joe was going to close out the show for the day. The Orange County officials were 
threatening to turn off the electric power when the band took the stage at the late hour. They 
opened with “1,2,3,4, What Are We Fighting For”. There were about 40,000 youths left in attend-
ance that all stood up as one raising their hands up giving the peace sign and cheering. On Sunday 
the show was highlighted by performances Jefferson Airplane, The Byrds, Eric Burton and the Ani-
mals, and The Grateful Dead. Helicopters dropped flowers on the crowd as they waited for perfor-
mances.  Another highlight for many occurred when David Crosby and Jefferson Airplane started a 
planned pie fight with 250 pies being thrown. Thousands of people charged the stage to take part. 
 
The difficulties faced at the Newport Pops Festival for concert goers were a concern that would re-
occur at other venues in the early days of outdoor concerts. Fortunately, the City of Costa Mesa 
escaped the disasters later music festivals faced. These disasters caused by the lack of planning for 
a large number of people converging in one place in a short period of time without the needed re-
sources plagued later festivals. The Costa Mesa City Council met three days after the event, prom-
ising that there would never be another Newport Pops Festival in the city. The mayor at the time, 
Alvin Pinkley, was quoted saying “To say we would not like it back here would be the understate-
ment of the year”. 
 
See flier on list of entertainment page 4. 
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Kona Lanes Memories 
Submitted by Estelle Hughes 
 
How many of you were watching the Bengals game and saw the bright neon red Kona Lanes sign flash on the 
screen?  
Seeing it, triggered many discussions here in the museum and on social media. Many people mentioned their 
own memories of an uncle scoring 300, the best French fries ever, Shirley McAleer setting them up with a 
lane and shoes, playing pool or Asteroids in the game room, eating in the Hawaiian themed restaurant and 
first dates. 
My sister Mary and I personally went to the playroom and were supervised while our babysitter played in her 
league in 1963. There was a small window in the door to look through and check up on us. 
Then as a junior in high school – 1976  (Costa Mesa High School), I had zero period PE there. We would car-
pool and make a stop at Winchell’s donuts at Harbor and Baker on our way to school after playing three 
games.  
Moving forward in time, in the late 1990’s my family would go enjoy watching their friend’s local band play-
ing on stage.  The ‘stage’ was the space between the ball returns and lanes numbered 15 &16. 
 Kona Lanes came to an end in 2003. While it was in the process of being dismantled, many locals stopped in 
to acquire souvenirs. The iconic Kona Lanes Bowl sign was shipped to the American Sign Museum in Cincin-
nati, Ohio. https://www.americansignmuseum.org/  
 
You can find an extensive article on the history of Kona Lanes Bowl at:    
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kona_Lanes 

The Kona Lanes Bowl  
roadside sign in 2002  

Source: Wikipedia 

The KONA LANES sign on display  
at the American Sign Museum in Cincin-
nati, Ohio 2014. 
Source: Wikipedia 

Our own souvenir 
Bowling Pin at the 
Historical Society 

Some of the oldest Bowling Alleys in the United States 
 

1. Roseland Cottage, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Opened: 1846 
2. Holler House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Opened: 1908  
3. Garden Bowl, Detroit, Michigan, Opened:  1913 
4. Solvay Recreation Alleys, Syracuse, New York, Opened:  1923,  
5. Atomic Bowl Duckpin, , Indianapolis, Indiana, Opened: 1928  
Source: Wikipedia 
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Costa Mesa’s Chamber of Commerce Celebrates 100 Years 
 

The Costa Mesa Chamber of Commerce is celebrating its 
100th Anniversary – which makes one wonder – How did 
this organization get started?  Our city has been incorpo-
rated only since 1953. The Costa Mesa area’s first subdivi-
sion was known as Newport Heights tract in 1906, general-
ly in 5-acre plots for small “farms” of fruit trees and chick-
ens.  The next tract – in 1910 – was the Newport Mesa 
tract, then the Fairview Farms tract in 1913.  And in about 
1921 a fourth tract, Santa Ana Heights tract.  All of them 
organized their own water districts.  Well, this is the story 
of the Chamber’s beginning according to D. J. Dodge, who 
came to our area in 1911. 

“The pioneers of the Mesa had little time for social gather-
ings” said Mr. Dodge, “but at Thanksgiving time they en-
joyed meeting at the little school house for a chicken pie 
dinner with all the trimmings.  About 1914 the Fairview 
Farms residents formed an association for mutual bene-
fits.  They held social and business meetings monthly.  In 
the fall they held an all-day festival at which they displayed 
their choicest produce and livestock in friendly rival-
ry.  Membership in the association was limited to residents 
of Fairview Farms. 

“In 1916 a group of other residents formed the Newport 
Heights Cooperative Association for the improvement of 
the town of Harper and to advertise “Newport Heights” as a 
desirable place to live. 

 

“As time went on it began to look as though Newport Boulevard might become a 
dividing line with the development of a town on each side.  Dr. Wherry, who was 
president of the Fairview Farms Association at the time, arranged a dinner meeting 
at the church and invited everyone in Harper (the ‘Costa Mesa’ area) to attend.  He 
made a talk after the dinner, using as his theme ‘What manner of people are these 
that live upon the other side?  They come not out against us, neither are they 
friendly with us.’  Everybody had a good laugh over his clever speech, forgetting 
the differences that had created ‘two sides of town.’  From this meeting came the 
unity that was so necessary to real progress.  In 1922, the Costa Mesa Chamber of 
Commerce was organized by men from all sections of Costa Mesa.  It has served 
the community well in promoting worthwhile projects and also serving as a repre-
sentative body in dealing with governmental agencies.” 

The cross-hatched areas depict the locations of the 
first three subdivisions to be opening in the Harper 
area.  The fourth, Santa Ana Heights, was north of 
Newport Heights along the east side of Newport 
Boulevard to just past present-day Santa Ana Country 
Club 

This 12-page brochure, pictured at right, was a work of the 
Chamber of Commerce produced in 1928, proclaiming the 
many attributes of Costa Mesa.  
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 OUR BUSINESS MEMBERS 
Thank you for your continued support 

Lifetime Members 
 

Ganahl Lumber 
714 556-1500 

- 
Mesa Water District 

949 631-1200 

Annual Members 
 

Mary Fewel 
Village Green Real Estate 

949 285-2161 
- 

Mark Sladky 
Torelli Realty 
714 540-7355 

- 

John Leffler 
Gatehouse Realty 

949 285-2161 
 

Lori Robnett 
First Team Real Estate 

714 906-2059 
- 

Creative Works by Glasgow 
714 546-1267 
Carl Glasgow 
714 546-1267 

- 

Roberto’s Auto Trim 
949 642-8113 

- 

THUNDERKING 
COFFEE COMPANY 

 
WWW.THUNDERKINGBREWIN

G.COM 
- 

Renee Pina 
Eastside Costa Mesa Realtor 

949 698-2003 

 

Annual Members 
 

Michael Scheafer 
Stae Farm Insurance 

714 435-0300 
 

Janet Lee Krochman, CPA 
714 557-7718 

 
Carolyn Fox 

Richards Duck Bar Ranch 
209 608-3406 

 
John Forsyte 

Pacific Symphony 
 

Maureen Mazzarella 
Rita Raven Hair Lounge 

 
High Seas 

Matteo Tabib 
949 701-6995 

 

  
THIS SPACE  
 
RESERVED  
 
FOR FUTURE  
 
BUSINESSES. 
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Costa Mesa Historical Society 

                        P.O. Box 1764                                                                                  
                        Costa Mesa CA  92628 

 
 

                        — Membership Form — 
 
 

 
 
Name:______________________________________________________________Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
City:________________________________State:________Zip:_________________Phone:__________________________E-Mail:_______________________ 

 

 
 
 

Membership Categories    

Annual  Special  
Individual $ 20.00 Historical Society Life Member $ 500.00 

Family $ 25.00   
Student (under 16) $ 10.00     
Contributing $ 50.00   

Business & Professional $100.00   
Public Agency $100.00   

Benefactor $250.00   

Individual Senior (60+) $ 15.00 SAAAB Wing Annual Member $   10.00 

Make your checks payable to the Costa Mesa Historical Society. 
The Society, a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization, operates under the Corporation Laws of the State of California. 

COSTA MESA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O BOX 1764 
COSTA MESA, CA. 92628 
Phone (949) 631-5918 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
DATED MATERIAL 

NON PROFIT ORG 
 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
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PERMIT NO. 4352 
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